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With high oleic soybeans, you can take back the market share you lost to canola and other crops. High oleic are  
top-performing varieties packed with innovation your end-use customers want. From supermarket food brands to  

restaurant chains, high oleic soybeans offer you more market opportunities. Grow it now, and you grow your profitability. 

Talk to your local seed rep for the best varieties in your area or visit SoyInnovation.com

The yield you want, the demand you need – that’s high oleic.

Funded by the soy checkoff.
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s

This photo of nearly ready-to-harvest 
soybeans was taken by the University 
of Missouri College of Agriculture, 
Food and Natural Resources’ Kyle 
Spradley. The photo was taken just 
before sunset during the 2014 harvest 
at the Fisher Delta Research Center 
near the southeastern Missouri town of 
Portageville. 

The Fisher Delta Research Center has 
been home to research supported by 
the Missouri Soybean Merchandis-
ing Council and soybean checkoff for 
decades. 

Three locations make up the more than 
1,000-acre research farm. Research on 
that land related to soybeans includes 
development projects for improved 
soybean varieties, including those with 
high oleic acid content and Soybean 
Cyst Nematode resistance. The Center 
is also home to a regional soil testing 
laboratory.

on the cover



Letter from the Executive Director

How important is it to have the ability to quickly go purchase a 
gallon of milk and a loaf of bread? 

Growing up half a mile from the small community of Risco, 
it was common for one of my parents or older siblings to run 
up to the store and grab a gallon of milk and a loaf of bread. 
Coming from a large family, those trips into town were a daily 
occurrence. Only having to travel one mile to get the staples 
for my family; we didn’t think about how lucky or fortunate 
we were to have such a luxury, a small town store to get some 
groceries. 

I remember having the ability to run up to the store after 
baseball practice or while taking a break from chopping cotton, 
for a thick bologna and cheese sandwich, smothered in Miracle 
Whip, with chips and a drink – and likely get to visit with a 
friend or see one of my teachers. Most of the time we had local 
farmers, our banker and maybe a trucker headed to the river 
with a load of grain sitting at the handful of tables inside too, 
drinking coffee or having lunch. Those small town quick shops 
were the “life blood” of the community for our hometown in 
Missouri’s Bootheel, just as they were for countless others.

These memories I have of my small town are just memories 
now. The families in that small community don’t have the luxury of driving 1-2 miles to get that gallon of milk or loaf of 
bread anymore - the “life blood” of the community is gone, out of business. Running out of milk or bread now means travel-
ing 12-14 miles or more to get those staples. Some might think, ‘Well that is not a big deal’ to have to drive that far to get 
milk and bread. The drive isn’t the issue though, that’s only a small piece of the problem. The iconic small businesses were 
a hub for us all, they were the connection for families, other small businesses, and our rural school… from Friday night fish 
specials to after church gatherings, they were the “life blood” of our community.

So what does asking the question, “How important is it to have the ability to go purchase a gallon of milk and a loaf of 
bread?” have to do with Missouri’s soybean industry? Everything! We as an industry should take a deep breath and look to 
see where we have been, where we are now and most importantly, where we want to go. Do we want to be that iconic small 
town grocery store that went out of business? Or, do we want to be a leader and be the “life blood” for our small communities 
and our state? 

We need to protect and sustain what we have accomplished for our industry. We also need to protect and grow Missouri’s 
soybean industry, biodiesel production and our grower’s freedom to farm. Soybean production in Missouri has an annual 
economic impact of $4.23 billion. 

Let’s take the opportunity to be the “life blood” of our communities. Let’s continue to invest in ourselves, our industry and 
in new opportunities for Missouri. As we look toward the future, let’s remember that we’re growing and building not just 
for ourselves, but also for the future of our families and our communities and ultimately our industry. Just maybe we can be 
fortunate enough to gain back some of those iconic businesses for rural Missouri, and be a driver for our communities, rather 
than a humbling memory.

Best regards,

Gary Wheeler
Executive Director / CEO
Missouri Soybean Association
Missouri Soybean Merchandising Council

 Missouri Soybean Farmer December 2014   5



 6   December 2014  Missouri Soybean Farmer

Looking back at the changes in Missouri Soybean Farmer over the past three decades, 
from the news to the way soybean farmers got their updates

This summer, while cleaning out storage rooms at the 
Missouri Soybeans’ office in Jefferson City, a box of 
archived issues showed the first edition of Missouri 

Soybean Farmer was printed in 1984.

Historically, it has been that first anniversaries were cel-
ebrated with a gift of paper. For Missouri Soybean Farmer 
magazine, every anniversary gets that treatment. The 30th 
anniversary is no different.

When it was launched in the 1980s, Missouri Soybean 
Farmer was a newsletter, usually four pages long, and printed 
four times per year. The newsletter was the official publica-
tion of the Missouri Soybean Merchandising Council and was 
distributed for free to Missouri soybean farmers and others, 
much as Missouri Soybean Farmer magazine is today.

The issue dates varied as the publication grew. Most years 
the first issue arrived in March, followed by issues during the 
summer and early fall. The fourth issue typically arrived in 
mailboxes in November or December.

The earliest issues focused on an emerging soybean pest, 
Soybean Cyst Nematode and potentially resistant soybean 
varieties, as well as research into varieties with greater re-
sistance to protect soybean yields. In the March 1985 issue, 
University of Missouri agronomy professor Sam Anand 
spoke about the importance of taking steps to prevent its 
spread, saying “This disease has the potential to reach the 
damaging level all over the state… Once established in a 
field, the disease is hard to control.”

Anand’s research and soybean breeding efforts, and other 
projects benefiting soybean producers, at the University’s 
Delta Center were supported by the Missouri Soybean 
Merchandising Council. The Council continues to invest in 
soybean breeding and other research, at the Center in Por-
tageville, other University research farms across the state, 
and at Missouri Soybeans’ farm, the Bay Farm Research 
Facility in Boone County.

In 1990, uses for soybean oil occupied prime real estate on 
the newsletter’s cover. In May, the lead story highlighted 
soybean oil as an economical dust suppressant for grain 

Magazine Hits Milestone
By Christine Tew
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elevators and other grain handling facilities. 

In one article, Missouri Soybean Farmer editor Sharon 
Wood-Turley highlighted the MFA Exchange in Trenton, 
Mo. for switching from mineral oil to soybean oil to control 
dust within their grain handling facility. At that time, using 
soybean oil to control dust at grain facilities represented a 
potential 25 million bushel market for soybeans. 

The Missouri Soybean Merchandising Council offered 
cooperatives and other grain handling facilities across the 
state a cash rebate on up to 100 gallons of soybean oil to 
encourage the adoption of this practice, thereby growing a 
new market for Missouri-grown soybeans.

Another soybean oil article touted opportunities for pub-
lishers to print newspapers using new black and colored 
soy-based inks. The ink, comprised of 70 percent soy oil 
and 30 percent carbon black, was developed by the Ameri-
can Newspaper Publishers Association and promoted by 
the Missouri Soybean Merchandising Council and other 
partners. In 1989, Missouri Soybean Farmer reported that 
the newspaper industry represented a 29 million bushel 
potential market for soybean oil. 

On July 9, 1990, Governor John Ashcroft signed legisla-
tion requiring state offices to print using soybean-based 
inks so long as the ink cost no more than ten percent more 
than petroleum-based inks. Missouri Soybean Association 
president Robert Cook credited the Missouri Soybean Mer-
chandising Council as well as the Association for helping 
soybean producers and the state take “such a vested interest 
in their commodity.”

Missouri Soybean Farmer has been printed using soybean 
oil-based ink since November 1987.

In 1991, the first issue of the year came out a month early – 
in February – to explain the new national soybean checkoff 
program to producers statewide. Collections for the nation-
wide Soybean Promotion and Research Checkoff (SPARC) 

were set to begin that summer, bringing a uniform assess-
ment to soybean producers. Previously, state checkoffs 
varied from one-half cent to three cents per bushel. SPARC 
was to be calculated differently, set at one-half percent of 
value or 50 cents for every $100 in sales. Of those funds, 
half were to be used to create the United Soybean Board.

Today, the United Soybean Board and checkoff funds 
are overseen by a board of 70 volunteer farmer leaders, 
all working to ensure that producers’ dollars are invested 
wisely in research, education and development projects that 
continue to grow opportunities for soybean farmers and 
their soybeans.

Missouri Soybean Farmer continued to grow, adding 
colored ink in the summer of 1994 and, in December 1995, 
switching from the four page newsletter format to the full-
color magazine in use today. 

John Letzig was on the cover of the December 1995 is-
sue, sharing his efforts to connect with consumers. At the 
time, Letzig was farming 2,600 acres in Ray County and 
working on direct sales. He had converted a popcorn bag-
ging machine for use on soybeans and was working with 
individuals interested in consuming whole soybeans for the 
nutritional benefits.

The switch to a longer, full-color magazine also saw the 
addition of a fifth issue each year. Each issue ranged from 
16 to 32 pages in length and shared news from the Missouri 
Soybean Merchandising Council and checkoff, as well as 
the Missouri Soybean Association.

In the summer of 1999, Missouri Soybean Farmer high-
lighted the new home for Missouri Soybean Association 
and Missouri Soybean Merchandising Council activities 
in Jefferson City. Festivities for the new facility included 
a ribbon cutting, tours and recognition of sponsors in July, 
followed by the magazine article. The building, located 

...continued on next page
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on the capital city’s west side, 
continues to house Missouri 
Soybeans’ staff and events.

The Pre-Harvest 1999 issue 
also included announcements 
that Neal Bredehoeft of Alma 
had been elected to serve on the American 
Soybean Association board of directors, and that Richard 
Fordyce of Bethany had been elected chair of the Missouri 
Soybean Merchandising Council. Today, Bredehoeft serves 
on the board of directors for the Missouri Soybean Associa-
tion, as well as with other organizations. Richard Fordyce is 
currently Missouri’s Director of Agriculture and serves on 
the board of directors of the United Soybean Board.

In 2004, Missouri’s soybean growers saw a new opportu-
nity for their soybean oil coming to fruition. Mid-America 
Biofuels, LLC was the cover story and center spread as 
the state’s first major biodiesel plant. Soybean farmer and 
Mid-America Biofuels, LLC president Warren Stemme was 
optimistic about plans for the plant following a recently 
completed feasibility study.

“Early indicators tell us that a Missouri farmer-owned 
biodiesel production plant can be viable,” he said at the 
time. Today, the plant constructed in Mexico, Mo., is one 
of nine statewide helping propel Missouri to the #2 ranking 
nationally for biodiesel production.

January 2009 saw a different type of growth featured on the 
magazine’s front cover – increasing yields. Missouri saw 
two producers cross the 100 bushel mark in the 2008 yield 

contest. Kip Cullers was no longer alone in the triple-digits. 
Charles Hinkebein of Chaffee also had those impressive 
results, with 109.329 bushels per acre in his conventional 
contest field using Asgrow soybeans. Cullers set his records 
with Pioneer soybeans.

In the summer of 2014, the Pre-Harvest issue was the first 
to feature new executive director and CEO Gary Wheeler. 
That issue also highlighted the Bay Farm Research Facility 
in Boone County, just east of Columbia, and the partner-
ships between the Missouri Soybean team and the Univer-
sity of Missouri.

Today, Missouri Soybean Farmer continues to include 
the latest information about research, new markets and 
producers’ accomplishments. It also includes stories from 
Missouri farm families and updates on advocacy efforts at 
state and national levels. The 32-page magazine is printed 
five times per year and distributed to soybean producers, 
industry and elected officials, as well as to members of the 
Missouri Soybean Association at no cost. Missouri Soybean 
Farmer is also available online at mosoy.org.

An archive of back issues of Missouri 
Soybean Farmer is maintained at the 
office in Jefferson City.
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Southeastern Missouri’s Bootheel region has long been 
recognized as being unique. The topography and 
agricultural production is unlike any other area of 

the Show-Me State and producers take great pride in their 
region. Agriculture in the Bootheel benefits from ready ac-
cess to transportation along major highways, rail access and 
the Mississippi River. Irrigation water is readily available, 
at roughly 120 feet, throughout the largely flat terrain. 

The region is a prime location for growing soybeans, one 
of Missouri’s top crops. In fact, Missouri’s top four coun-
ties for soybean production are located in the region: New 
Madrid, Stoddard, Pemiscot and Mississippi. 

Soybean growers in the region also benefit from research 
and demonstration projects at the nearby Fisher Delta Re-
search Center (FDRC).

Missouri’s Bootheel is home to a research complex 
that is making a difference for soybean growers in the 
Show-Me State, the Midwest and Delta, and around the 
world.

one of a kind

Authorized by the legislature in 1957, the Delta Research 
Center now spans more than 1,000 acres of southeast Mis-
souri farmland and serves as a hub for research, education 
and outreach efforts central to agriculture not only in the 
Bootheel, but also in the Delta landscapes found in sur-
rounding states – from Louisiana through Mississippi, 
Arkansas and Tennessee. 

“We are doing pertinent research for not just the Bootheel, 
but this information is beneficial to any producer in the 
surrounding area,” said Trent Haggard, FDRC director. 

This article is the product of a collaboration between staff of the Missouri Soybean Association, Missouri Soybean Merchandising 
Council and University of Missouri faculty and staff housed at the Fisher Delta Research Center. Photos courtesy of Kyle Spradley 
and the University of Missouri College of Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources.

Rone Hall is one of the most recognizable facilities on 
the Fisher Delta Research Center’s more than 1,000 
acres.

...continued on next page



 10   December 2014  Missouri Soybean Farmer

“Everything we do is for the Delta. We may be in Missouri, 
but the vast varieties of soil types and research from crops 
such as corn, cotton, rice and soybeans allow us to serve 
the Delta region and the rest of country.” 

The Delta Center, renamed the Fisher Delta Research Cen-
ter in 2011 in honor of retiring superintendent Jake Fisher, 
is truly a research complex. The strength of that complex 
supports the University of Missouri and its Cooperative 
Extension Service’s efforts to help soybean, wheat, cotton, 
corn and rice producers be more productive, more efficient 
and more competitive in the global marketplace.

The original land, three farms given by the Marsh and 
Cavanaugh families, saw field crop research begin in 1957, 
followed by the construction of greenhouses and shop 
buildings, as well as office and laboratory spaces, in the 
coming years. A fourth farm was added in 1976, donated to 
the University of Missouri by Roger F. Rhodes. 

The land spans several counties and represents 15 different 
soil types, ranging from a Scott County “watermelon” sand 
to a “bottom woods” or “clown foot” gumbo Sharkey clay, 
and a variety of silt-loam and silty areas in historic flood 
plains.

Many of the soils are derived from sediments from the Mis-
sissippi, Missouri and Ohio rivers, making for rich alluvial 
soils. 

The Delta Research Center provides varied land and soil 
conditions, spanning the many different situations growers 
in the region experience on their own farms.

Over the Center’s more than 50 years, the operation has 
grown in notoriety and in the services available to produc-
ers. Scientists at the Fisher Delta Research Center have 
gained recognition for developing improved soybean vari-
eties, especially those with soybean cyst nematode resis-
tance, as well as for the development of high oleic varieties. 

The Fisher Delta Research Center is part of the MU Variety 
Testing Program, which tests more than 600 corn, grain 
sorghum, and soybean varieties each year at 32 locations 
throughout Missouri. The Center’s soybean variety trials 
offer producers unbiased, reliable information to assist in 
their individual on-farm decisions through partnerships 
with companies across agriculture that enter their varieties 
into those trials. 

The Center also includes one of the two University of 
Missouri soil and plant tissue testing laboratories. The Soil 
Fertility Lab analyzes more than 10,000 soil samples each 
year, providing producers and landowners with detailed 
reports on pH levels; available phosphorus, potassium, 
calcium and magnesium; organic matter; acidity and cation 
exchange capacity. The tissue testing laboratory provides 
in-season evaluation for nutrient application for field crops. 
Weed science and entomology are also focus areas at the 
Center. 

The mission of the Fisher Delta Research Center and the 
Center’s roles within the University system are understand-
ably broad. That mission:
Research Centers exist to support and facilitate the total 
research program of the Missouri Agricultural Experiment 
Station system. As such, they are an integral part of the 
Missouri Agricultural Experiment Station and unique con-
tributors to MU’s comprehensive land-grant responsibility.

We have a common goal of conducting high quality re-
search that will respond to the needs of Missouri citizens, 
maintain and enhance our natural resource base, support a 
vital food and fiber system and help keep Missouri produc-
ers competitive.

We will work with University extension, state and federal 
agencies and Missouri agribusiness to support a reliable, 
safe supply of quality food supplied in a sustainable, profit-
able manner.

Missouri’s Soybean Association and Soybean Merchandis-
ing Council have strong ties to the Fisher Delta Research 

Soybean breeding and variety tests are part of the research 
supported by the Missouri Soybean Merchandising Council 
at the Fisher Delta Research Center. During the fall, plots 
are harvested with combines like the one shown above, and 
in some cases, by hand.
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Center. The Missouri Soybean Merchandising Council 
has supported soybean breeding and research efforts for 
decades, investing farmers’ checkoff dollars working with 
widely known and respected researchers from Sam Anand 
to Grover Shannon, as well as supporting young research-
ers and students just starting out. Research at the Center 
into crop rotation, soybean varieties’ flood and drought 
tolerance, Soybean Cyst Nematode and soybean oil with 
increased high oleic acid content has directly led to devel-
opments that have impacted Missouri soybean growers’ 
bottom line and will continue to for years to come. 

Soybean-related research projects at the Delta Research 
Center include:

• Effect of Planting Date, Latitude, and Environmental 
Factors on Choice of Maturity Group in Mid-South 
Soybean Production

• Mid-South Soybean Board project with Mississippi, 
Arkansas, Louisiana, Texas, and Tennessee

• Effects of the Introduction of Feed Grains into Mid-
South Soybean Production Systems

• Improving Soybeans for Increased Productivity on 
Specific Soil Types – Sand, Loam, and Clay

• Pelletized Lime as a Soil Amendment for Soybean 
Production

• Rice Straw Management in a Soybean Rotation
• Fly Ash as a Soil Amendment for Soybean Production

Past projects have included: Development of a Crop Water 
Use App for Missouri (2012); Managing Potassium and 
Phosphorus Soil Test Levels in a Rice-Soybean Rotation 

(Missouri Fertilizer and Lime Board) 2004-2010; and Yield 
and Nutritional Responses to Waterlogging of Soybean 
Cultivars 2003-2006.

The Fisher Delta Research Center is made up of faculty, 
staff and volunteers and donors who work together to 
continue to grow the Center and improve day-to-day and 
long term operations. An advisory board made up of lead-
ers from the region also assists in guiding the future of the 
Center. 

The Center’s advisory board includes several of Mis-
souri Soybeans’ farmer leaders, including past and current 
members of the board of directors Allen Rowland, Baughn 
Meredith and Larry Strobel. Missouri Soybeans’ CEO and 
executive director Gary Wheeler and Missouri Soybean 
Association vice-chair Matt McCrate also have ties to the 
Delta Research Center, having worked at the facility early 
in their careers. Lewis Rone and Will Spargo are also heav-
ily engaged with the Center, with long histories assisting 
with planning and projects.

Fisher Delta Research Center Field Day

The Research Center’s annual field day brings together producers, industry and the research 
community. Each year, the group gathers in September, the Tuesday after Labor Day, for a 
day of hands-on updates on research projects, their results and upcoming opportunities. It is 
consistently a full house at Rone Hall, the hub for the day’s activites.

To learn more about the Fisher Delta Research Center and field days, visit delta.cafnr.org.

Soybean variety research at the 
Fisher Delta Research Center 
includes projects exploring and 
working to improve both the 
drought and flood tolerance of 
soybeans. Several fields, including 
the one pictured bottom-left, are 
equipped with pumps and drain-
age systems that allow periodic 
flooding.

Christine Tew

Christine Tew



High oleic soybeans are the top-performing varieties packed with innovation your end-use customers want.  
For industrial users, high oleic provides higher heat stability for a renewable alternative to petroleum products.  

For you, high oleic offers more market opportunities. Grow it now, and you grow your profitability.  

Talk to your local seed rep for the best varieties in your area or visit SoyInnovation.com

The yield you want, the demand you need – that’s high oleic.

Funded by the soy checkoff.



Going  BIG 
      with Biodiesel

Rockwood Summit High School (RSHS) dedicated 
the Monsanto Education Center for Sustainable 
Solutions November 5. The new facility was made 

possible by a $100,000 grant from Monsanto, as well as 
support from other partners – including the Missouri Soy-
bean Merchandising Council.

The Center is housed in a new building constructed on 
Rockwood Summit’s campus in Fenton. While St. Louis 
County isn’t an area often associated with crop production, 
the new facility includes an area where students can plant 
row crops to study how plants, like soybeans, produce a 
renewable source of fuel. 

The Monsanto Education Center for Sustainable Solutions 
will serve as a STEM (Science Technology Engineering 
Math) educational resource for teachers and students in the 
St. Louis community who want to experience hands-on, 
project-based learning on the fundamentals of biofuels, 
specifically biodiesel. 

“The amazing things Rockwood Summit students are 
accomplishing here do more than advance their personal 
growth in math and science. They help all of us understand 
the importance of sustainability” said Deborah Patterson, 
Monsanto’s VP of Employee Engagement and Global 
Contributions. 

For the past four years, the RSHS biodiesel project has 
become a leading program for K-12 STEM in the St. Louis 
region. Student work includes executing experiments to 
convert waste vegetable oil into biodiesel and designing 
methods to test biodiesel quality. 

The new Monsanto Education Center for Sustainable Solu-
tions will allow enhancement of those studies and provide 
thousands of students from all around the metropolitan St. 
Louis area access to its science knowledge and understand-
ing in the coming years.

Students at Rockwood Summit High School in Fenton, Mo. are raising the bar in 
their chemistry classes, gaining hands-on experience making, testing, and using 
their own home-grown biodiesel. What began as a student project has grown into 
an outstanding example of the power of coming together.

Getting to the new facility has taken serious commitment 
from students and teachers, as well as school administra-
tors and their industry partners. Rockwood Summit High 
School’s involvement with biodiesel goes back about five 
years when a classroom experiment captured students’ 
attention and sparked not only many questions, but also 
an after school club that quickly grew to include not only 
students, but two vehicles.

Today, students have both a Dodge Ram pickup truck and 
a Volkswagon Jetta sedan in which to test their biodiesel. 
They’ve also developed testing protocols to verify the qual-
ity of their biofuels in the laboratory prior to running the 
fuel through those school vehicles.

Much of that growth is due to chemistry teacher Darrin 
Peters. A native of Fenton, Peters didn’t grow up tinker-
ing with crops or biofuels. However, today his classroom 
messages extend far beyond the periodic table. Rockwood 
Summit High School’s roughly 1400 students don’t have 
access to a traditional agriculture education program, but 
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The ribbon cutting and dedication for the new Center 
was held November 5 on the school grounds in Fenton.
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“Sometimes, dreams come true! We believe the Monsanto Education Center for Sustainable Solu-
tions will be one of the most successful ways to keep kids involved in math and science and develop 
them into lifelong critical thinkers and learners.” 
   - Rockwood Summit science teacher Darrin Peters.

through their chemistry classes they’re gaining hands-on 
experience with the science and technology integral to 
modern agriculture.

Through the partnerships Peters and his students have built 
the program has grown dramatically and garnered outstand-
ing support since that first classroom experiment. 

Future plans for the program include providing students 
hands-on opportunities to experience growing soybeans, 
crushing mature beans and extracting soybean oil. The stu-
dents would then be able to use their home-grown soybean 
oil in biodiesel production, just as they have used vegetable 
oil from the school cafeteria in the past.

The Missouri Soybean Merchandising Council and its 
farmer leaders are on board to assist with that process. Har-
old Gloe, a soybean farmer from Hermann, was on hand for 
the dedication in November and looks forward to working 
with the students in the future.

“You hear a lot about how students aren’t very interested 
in science, but these young people obviously are. They’re 
very enthusiastic,” Gloe said. “I was very impressed with 
the students, they were knowledgeable about the process 
and everything that’s involved. They’re not only doing the 

biodiesel, they’re working on solutions for byproducts like 
glycerin as well, and that’s important on the commercial 
side.”

“It was encouraging to see that so many students are inter-
ested. It makes the future look a little brighter,” he added.

In addition to Monsanto’s support, the Missouri Soybean 
Association is also contributing an additional $6,500 for 
educational supplies needed to operate the Center. The 
Ethanol Committee from the National Corn Growers As-
sociation has pledged $5,000 to the effort, as well. 

In addition, Rockwood would like to thank the local busi-
ness community for their continued support of this educa-
tional initiative for the students at Rockwood Summit High 
School. 

The Monsanto Company, Missouri Soybean Merchandising 
Council, National Biodiesel Board, National Corn Grow-
ers Association, St. Louis Community Foundation, Trudy 
Busch Valentine and Rockwood Summit High School 
announced the establishment of the Monsanto Education 
Center for Sustainable Solutions in January 2014. 

The groundbreaking was held June 16, 2014. 

Darrin Peters and some 
of his students gave 
tours of the new facility 
following the ribbon cut-
ting and dedication. The 
students showcased not 
only the new equipment, 
but also their under-
standing of biodiesel 
quality. They also had 
models of the atomic 
structure on hand for 
interested visitors.

Photos courtesy of Rockwood Summit High School staff



See the full economic impact report on Missouri soybeans online at mosoy.org.

Missouri’s biodiesel plants’ latest numbers show 
they produced more than 142,000,000 gallons of 
the renewable fuel during the first nine months 

of the year. The plants reported 142,647,574 gallons of 
production January through September 2014.

Missouri’s on-road biodiesel usage is roughly one bil-
lion gallons per year, according to figures from the U.S. 
Energy Information Administration. Biodiesel production 
in Missouri last year was just under 170 million gallons 
(167,962,036 gallons) according to the National Biodiesel 
Board (NBB). That figure equates to the oil from more than 
50 million bushels of Missouri-grown soybeans and makes 
Missouri No. 2 in the nation for production.

The U.S. imports about half of its petroleum, two-thirds of 
which is used to fuel vehicles in the form of gasoline and 
diesel. Biodiesel’s domestic production and ability to be 
used in conventional diesel engines creates the opportunity 
to directly substitute for or extend supplies of traditional 
petroleum diesel. The U.S. has the opportunity for locally-
produced biodiesel to displace 50 million gallons of that pe-
troleum based diesel fuel, valued at roughly $200 million. 

Beyond biodiesel, soybean oil often goes into the produc-
tion of industrial plastics and lubricants.

A 2014 economic impact study by Missouri’s Value Ag, 
LLC found that Missouri’s 2010-2012 biodiesel produc-
tion equated to a total value-added economic impact of 
$312,180,221. That figure only accounts for impact in Mis-
souri directly related to biodiesel. 

The study also used a production estimate of 120,000,000 
gallons of biodiesel per year from Missouri’s Food and 
Agricultural Policy Research Institute, far less than current 
production.

Byproducts of biodiesel production, including glycerin, cre-
ate additional impact according to the study commissioned 

Why Biodiesel?
this fuel choice has an
impact on you, local
communities and our state.
By Christine Tew

by the Missouri Soybean Merchandising Council. 

Producing one gallon of biodiesel yields one pound of 
crude glycerin, which may be processed further into 
higher-value refined glycerin, according to the study. The 
added value from glycerin production increases biodiesel’s 
economic impact by $16,537,833.

In addition to those economic impacts, biodiesel production 
does not compete with human or livestock food sectors. On 
average, soybeans are comprised of 20 percent oil and 80 
percent soybean meal. The meal is a primary component of 
many animal feeds and an ingredient in foods for human 
consumption. 

The Missouri Soybean Merchandising Council first began 
investing Missouri soybean farmers’ checkoff dollars to re-
search soy biodiesel in 1991. The original testing was done 
by the University of Missouri’s College of Agriculture, 
Food and Natural Resources (CAFNR) and the University’s 
Cooperative Extension Service. 

Since that time, the biodiesel industry has grown nationally 
through the research and promotion efforts of the soybean 
industry and its partners. In 1992, The National Biodiesel 
Board was formed with the support of the soybean check 
off. Today, it serves the important role of coordinating the 
research and development of biodiesel in the United States.

“Biodiesel is a domestically produced, clean-burn-
ing, renewable substitute for petroleum diesel. Using 
biodiesel as a vehicle fuel increases energy security, 
improves public health and the environment, and 
provides safety benefits.” 
  – U.S. Dept. of Energy Alternative   
  Fuels Data Center
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The United Soybean Board recently shared results 
from the Best Management Practices Survey of soy-
bean farmers across the Midwest. The survey, funded 

by producers’ checkoff contributions, explored a variety of 
on-farm practices, including soil management tactics.

As the fall harvest season winds to a close, the prime time 
for soil testing – a key practice for many producers accord-
ing to the study – arrives. 

One of the questions on the Best Management Practices 
Survey asked participants how often they test their soil. 
Of the respondents, more than 42 percent test their soil at 
least every three years. Nearly half the participants said that 
they test their soils, but aren’t consistent with their testing 
timelines. Only 8 percent do not test their soil. 

Among the participants, 72 percent of those who test their 
soil do so in the fall. That matches the University of Mis-
souri Cooperative Extension Service’s recommendations 
for soils in which field crops are grown.

According to the Missouri’s Extension Service, the best 
time to sample is when the acreage is lying idle: for ex-
ample, summer for winter wheat or later fall and winter 
for spring-planted crops. Fall sampling is recommended 
for most field crops, both because it allows more time for 
planning for the coming year and because results are often 
available more quickly. Spring is a popular time for other 
soil samples, such as those from home gardeners.

The survey also asked producers about their soil pH. Just 
under 19 percent said that they know their soil pH every 
year. Nearly 75 percent of the participants said that they 
have that information Sometimes or Almost Every Year. 
Six percent of the producers surveyed said that they do not 
know their soil pH.

Participants were also asked if they are or have been using 
nitrogen to boost soybean yields. Nearly half – 44 percent – 
of the survey participants aren’t using nitrogen to increase 
yields. Less than one tenth, 9.64 percent, use nitrogen for 
that purpose every year. 

The survey included producers across the Midwest, from 
Arkansas and Kentucky to Wisconsin and Kansas. Avant 
Marketing Group administered the survey, including 
analyzing the 420 completed surveys received. The survey 
response rate was slightly more than 12 percent. 

how does your soil
           measure up?
By Christine Tew

To sample for a soil test:
Identify manageable sized fields with similar character-
istics (i.e. hillside versus bottomland).

Using a soil probe or shovel, collect soil 6 inches deep in 
at least a 1-inch area.

Collect from 10 to 15 locations, on at least every acre 
and sporadically from locations in each field. Avoid 
locations near gravel roads, feeding areas or trees.

Seal soil in plastic bags or containers and label location 
of sample.

Tips courtesy of the University of Missouri College of 
Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources.

Soil Testing 101, based on the United Soybean Board’s Best Management Practices Survey.
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Putting It into Practice
The Extension Service’s Soil and Plant Testing Laboratory 
recommends using coring devices for soil sampling, which 
can be obtained from agricultural retailers and, in some 
cases, local agricultural extension specialists. Samples 
should be taken through six to seven inches deep, or tillage 
depth, whichever is deeper. 

Detailed instructions for taking and mixing soil samples 
for analysis at the Soil and Plant Testing Laboratory in Co-
lumbia or the Soil Testing Laboratory at the Delta Research 
Center are available online at extension.missouri.edu. 
Sample boxes are available at no cost at local Extension 
centers in Missouri. 

Producers may submit their samples at local county Exten-
sion centers, or directly to the laboratory of their choice. 

Through the Missouri Soil Testing Association Accredita-
tion Program (MSTA), laboratories may receive a designa-
tion as being ‘state approved’ facilities. The designation 
indicates that results provided by participating public and 
private labs serving the citizens of Missouri agree with al-
lowable statistical limits. Test results from MSTA approved 
labs are accepted by the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
and Farm Service Agency (FSA) and Department of Natu-
ral Resources and Conservation Services (NRCS) in feder-
ally assisted cost share programs and nutrient management 
plans in the state of Missouri, according to the University 
of Missouri’s Division of Plant Sciences.

The list of approved facilities is available by contacting 
FSA, as well as through the University of Missouri’s Divi-

sion of Plant Sciences and Cooperative Extension Service.  
Nationally, nearly two dozen laboratories participate in the 
approval program. Four of those are located in Missouri.

Custom Lab - Golden City
417-537-8337 

Delta Soil Testing Lab - Portageville
573-379-5431 

MU Soil and Plant Testing Lab - Columbia
573-882-3250 

Perry Agricultural Lab - Bowling Green
573-324-2931

Soil samples in Extension boxes at a University of Missouri laboratory ready for testing 

Most laboratories will also provide recommendations 
for soil improvements to best support specific crops. The 
University of Missouri’s facilities in Columbia and Por-
tageville offer recommendations for up to four crops with 
samples. Producers may also enter their results manually 
on the University’s Soil Testing and Plant Diagnostic Ser-
vices web page to get additional recommendations. 

Individuals testing their soil for informational purposes 
only may also participate in the Missouri Botanical 
Garden’s program through the William T. Kemper Center 
for Home Gardening. The Missouri Botanical Garden 
recommends testing soils every three years to account for 
changes in soil nutrient levels and conditions. To learn 
more about that program, visit www.gardeninghelp.org. 



THE SCIENCE OF A SOIL TEST

With harvests winding down, the farm’s focus 
might turn away from the fields. According to 
specialists at the University of Missouri, now is 

just as good as ever to find out what your ground needs.
One way to start planning for next year’s growing season 
is to get a soil test and MU’s Soil Fertility Labs are there to 
help.

A soil test is like taking an inventory of nutrients available 
to plants - which area is too high, too low or just right. 
While plant growth and prior yields may offer clues to 
nutrient availability, a producer won’t precisely know until 
they test their soil.

“We can tell you what is going on below your feet,” said 
David Dunn, MU Extension soil testing lab associate. 
“We are all about giving recommendations for farmers to 
achieve the yields they want.”

Dunn helps manage the Soil Fertility Lab at the Fisher Del-
ta Research Center, one of the many Agricultural Research 
Centers operated by the MU College of Agriculture, Food 
and Natural Resources (CAFNR). A second lab is located 
on the MU Campus in Columbia.

Each year the lab in Portageville analyzes several thousand 
soil samples. With each test, producers get a detailed report 
on pH levels; available phosphorus, potassium, calcium and 
magnesium; organic matter; acidity and cation exchange 
capacity or simply the soil’s ability to hold onto nutrients. 
These basic tests provide the necessary data to develop 
nitrogen, phosphate, potash and agriculture lime recom-
mendations for intended crops.

In Missouri, the soil organic matter tests are used to 
estimate nitrogen availability in the soil. A general rule is 
every 1 percent of soil organic matter will release about 

MU Soil Labs help find out what is happening in your soil to help produce profitable crops

By Kyle Spradley

Kyle Spradley is a strategic communications associate with the University of Missouri College of Agriculture, Food and Natural 
Resources in Columbia, Mo.
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20 pounds of nitrogen per acre for crop availability. Less 
than half of the samples tested by MU in 2013 had medium 
levels of soil organic matter of around 2 to 3 percent.

With the results a rating system is applied to give the 
farmer a guide to future nutrient applications. Also included 
are recommendations from MU specialists on management 
strategies for specific crops, yield goal levels to gauge fu-
ture production and pounds per acre fertilizer suggestions.

“To ensure the best results and recommendations we sug-
gest taking at least about 10 to 15 different samples,” said 
Dunn. “Look at gathering a sample from at least every acre. 
Even on small farms the soil change at different spots in the 
field.”

To get to these results, several steps are taken by lab techni-
cians. Once received the samples are sorted and placed in 
marked containers, but need to be dried. A special chamber 
uses heated forced air to dry the samples. During a 16-hour 
drying session, the room can separate 200 pounds of water 
from 400 pounds of soil.

Next, a separator grinds the soil and removes unwanted 
pieces such as rocks, sticks or other organic matter that 
could flaw results. Each soil sample is then portioned off 
into 10 different small jars, with the process repeated for 
each found nutrient result. Having multiple testing jars al-
lows a more accurate average for results.

For many of the tests, diluting solutions are added to 
the soil samples and then analyzed through specialized 
equipment. To find availability of potassium, calcium and 
magnesium, samples are tested in an atomic absorption 
spectrometer that pushes the soil and solution through a 
propane-fired flame that changes color based on nutrient 
levels.

To find pH levels, the soil is again mixed with a diluting 
solution and analyzed with an electrode that determines pH 
levels and gives a read out on how much nutrients need to 
be added to reach a healthy pH level for the sample.

In 2013, the two labs tested more than 17,000 soil samples 
with more than a quarter that were very low in soil pH, in-
dicating lime should be applied for an economically viable 
crop. A desired pH level would be around 6.1 to 6.5.

To find phosphorus results, the soil is mixed with an ex-
tracting solution. The water water-based chemical is used 
to simulate a plant’s ability to stabilize phosphate. A blue 
solution is later added to determine the level of phosphorus. 

The deeper the blue color, the more phosphorus is avail-
able.

“It’s very important for people to be looking at what is go-
ing on in their soil so they know how to manage it prop-
erly,” said Dunn. “It’s really easy to get us the sample and 
we can turn around results pretty fast. Every county MU 
Extension office can help get the samples to us.”

Before beginning the process of soil testing, Dunn also 
urges producers to think about how intensive management 
they would like to pursue. “You might have to manage and 
apply fertilizers on a plot of five acres differently from the 
rest of the farm,” he added.

Learn more online at cafnr.missouri.edu. 

To find availability of potassium, calcium and magnesium, 
samples are tested in an atomic absorption spectrometer 
that pushes the soil and solution through a propane-fired 
flame that changes color based on nutrient levels.

An electrode measures the pH levels in soil 
samples. The instrument gives a read out 
on how much nutrients need to be added 
to reach a healthy pH level for the sample. 
This step is one of the many tests per-
formed on soil samples to find solutions for 
the producer.



New staff at Missouri Soybeans 
The Missouri Soybean Association announces two new employees coming on board to serve our soybean 
growers, processors, researchers and other allied industry partners 

Linette Sommerer joined the Missouri Soybean Association as director of accounting Oct. 25. She leads the overall accounting 
of the Missouri Soybean Merchandising Council, Missouri Soybean Association, Mid-America Research Development Founda-
tion and all other entities for which Missouri Soybeans provides fiscal and record keeping services. Her responsibilities specifi-
cally include the day-to-day accounting, transactions, accounting procedures and operations, as well as financial reporting and 
specific areas of human resources. 

Sommerer comes to the team with more than ten years of experience, a B.S. and M.S. in accounting and her CPA license. She 
has both private sector and non-profit experience and previously worked as an accountant and auditor for an accounting ser-
vices company in Jefferson City.

Tony Stafford joins the Missouri Soybean Association as director of business development effective Dec. 1. In his new role, 
Stafford will lead the Association and Missouri Soybean Merchandising Council’s efforts to strengthen market opportunities 
for Missouri-grown soybeans. As the director of business development, Stafford will oversee the Missouri Soybean Association 
and Merchandising Council’s domestic and international market development efforts, as well as programs and projects related 
to existing markets, new markets, new uses and trends, germplasm and technology transfer programs. He will work closely 
with the United Soybean Board, United States Soybean Export Council and American Soybean Association. He also will assist 
in the management of the Bay Farm Research Facility.

Stafford spent the past 29 years with the Missouri Department of Agriculture in a number of roles, most recently as the execu-
tive director and secretary of the Missouri Agricultural and Small Business Development Authority. He holds a bachelor’s de-
gree in agriculture business from Missouri State University and a master’s degree in public administration from the University 
of Missouri. Stafford also is a United States Air Force veteran and served more than 20 years in the Missouri Army National 
Guard.

Missouri Soybean Growers 
Invest in Research with New 

Honor Wall
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Good news from those working on behalf of Missouri soybean farmers

Faculty Position at MU
Dr. Andrew Scaboo accepted a new position as Assistant Research Professor 
in soybean breeding in the Division of Plant Sciences within the University 
of Missouri’s College of Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources. Scaboo’s 
research centers around developing soybean varieties for northern Missouri 
with improved genetics yield potential, high oleic oil content, nematode re-
sistance and abiotic (drought and flood) and biotic stress tolerance. Through 
the role he has held since 2012 leading the Northern Missouri Soybean 
Breeding Program, he has overseen more than 45,000 field test plots in his 
first two years of research supported by Missouri soybean farmers and their 
checkoff.

The faculty position, as well as the breeding program, is fully funded by the Missouri Soybean Merchandising Council and 
farmers’ contributions to the soybean checkoff. Scaboo’s soybean breeding program currently includes four research special-
ists and technicians, dedicated field and laboratory space and production equipment, as well as opportunities for graduate stu-
dents and undergraduate interns. Scaboo will continue to lead the Northern Missouri Soybean Breeding Program in addition 
to his new role. Scaboo is housed at the Bay Farm Research Facility in Boone County. 

Dr. Andrew Scaboo
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George (Lewis) Rone of Portageville was recently appointed to serve 
on the board of directors for the United Soybean Board by U.S. 
Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack. Rone is one of 19 soybean 
farmers recently appointed, and one of only five receiving their first 
appointments to the board from Vilsack. 

As a director for the United Soybean Board, Rone will be one of three 
Missouri farmers representing the state in investing soy checkoff funds 
on behalf of all U.S. soybean farmers in projects to increase the value 
of U.S. soybean meal and oil, ensure U.S. farmers and their customers 
maintain the freedom and infrastructure to operate, and meet the needs 
of U.S. soy’s customers.

Rone’s appointment will be finalized in mid-December, when he’ll 
officially begin his service as a director on the United Soybean Board.

Want to contact Lewis Rone? Call the Missouri Soybean office at 
(573) 635-3819 or email mosoy@mosoy.org. 

Bootheel Farmer Named to National 
Soybean Checkoff Board

George (Lewis) Rone

ALOT CLASS VXI

Ben Anderson, Columbia
Dustin Boatwright, Scott City
Chris Boeckmann, Loose Creek
Travis Brinker, Auxvasse
Holly Delgman, Frankford
Adam Dohrman, Sweet Springs
JP Dunn, Tebbetts
Caleb Greene, Liberty
Julie Harris, Waverly
Brent Haden, Columbia
Dallas Hurst, Tarkio
Jamie Johansen, Falcon
Dan Kuenzel, Washington
Darren Lingle, Sikeston

Kelly Marshall, Maysville
Tyler Mason, Trenton
Chad McCollough, Burlington Junction
Ginger Merritt, Clarksville
Joshua Miller, Jackson
Bradley Moll, Jasper
Brent Myers, Columbia

The sixteenth class of Missouri’s Agricultural Leadership of Tomorrow leadership program has been announced. Twenty-
eight representatives of Missouri agriculture were selected to participate. 

The two-year program is built around a series of three-day regional sessions spread across the state and designed to enable 
participants to understand the diversity of Missouri agriculture and those involved in it. Those sessions allow the class to 
interact with community leaders representing more than just agriculture. Participants will visit with representatives from 
government, education, law enforcement, philanthropy, health care and more. In addition, the group will spend one week in 
Washington, D.C., meeting with U.S. agricultural leaders and experiencing the federal government process. At the conclu-
sion of their two-year experience, the class will travel internationally for two weeks to a country significant to Missouri 
agriculture, be it a customer, competitor or emerging market. The destination for Class XVI’s international experience has 
not yet been determined.

The class will come together for the first time in January. Congratulations to all selected! 

To learn more about Misouri ALOT, contact executive 
director Kristen Perry at alot@onemain.com. 

Jim Plassmeyer, Meta
Brian Schweiss, Fulton
Gentrie Shafer, Green City
Michael Sharpe, Mexico
Jay Sloniker, Milo
Christine Tew, Jefferson City
Dusty Walter, Columbia
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Transportation
  Policy Update

By Tom Hance

Soybeans from farms in Missouri and across soybean 
country are transported to end customers through 
an extensive network of trucks, trains, barges, and 

ships.  While the U.S. has not made substantial investments 
in much of our transportation infrastructure for decades, 
overall it is still the most efficient in the world and provides 
a competitive advantage for U.S. farmers. However, that 
advantage may be slipping as other countries are investing 
in their infrastructure and closing the gap.  Meanwhile, 
much of the U.S. transportation infrastructure is ageing or 
insufficient and investments are constrained by funding 
shortages, increasing costs, regulatory burdens, and 
political gridlock.  Here’s a brief look at the status of 
the soybean supply chain, including highway, rail and 
waterways issues.

Rail
Rail congestion and freight car availability continues to 
be an issue, less in Missouri, but more in the northern and 
western growing regions of the Dakotas and Minnesota. 
While the U.S. railroads are privately owned and operated 
and companies such as BNSF have pledged to invest 
billions over the next few years to expand capacity, the 
soybean industry continues to communicate to Congress 
and the Surface Transportation Board (STB) on the impact 
that service disruptions are having on soybean farmers. 
American Soybean Association (ASA) Directors from 
Minnesota and North Dakota have testified before the 
STB several times on the issue of rail service, and in 
early October, the STB announced that it will require 
expanded reporting of rail service metrics on a weekly 
basis – including for the first time for nonagricultural 
products – and extend the reporting requirement to all Class 
I railroads. Additionally, ASA supports a bipartisan Senate 
bill that would reauthorize the STB, give them the authority 
to initiate investigations, establish an arbitration process 
for rail disputes, and establish firm timeframes for rail rate 
disputes to be considered. 

Waterways
Following successful enactment of the Water Resources 
Reform & Development Act (WRRDA) earlier this year, 
ASA is now actively working on implementation of 
priority waterways infrastructure programs and the policies 

that were included in the WRRDA.  ASA has submitted 
comments to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and led 
a coalition of farm groups in a letter to the White House 
urging funding in fiscal year 2015 and in the fiscal year 
2016 budget for the Navigation Ecosystem Sustainability 
Program (NESP) on the Upper Mississippi River System. A 
funded NESP will allow the Corps to undertake navigation 
efficiency improvements and upgrades to locks, including 
design and construction of new and larger locks on the 
Upper Mississippi River System. 

Highways
Reauthorization of the Surface Transportation bill (also 
known as the highway bill) will be on the Congressional 
agenda in 2015, and ASA continues to advocate for 
provisions to increase truck weight limits on interstates 
to 97,000 lbs. with the addition of a sixth axle. This will 
enable farmers in Missouri and nationwide to move 
more grain per truckload without sacrificing on-road 
safety. Congress temporarily extended the current surface 
transportation programs and work will not resume on a new 
bill until the next Congress.

As you can see, there are plenty of transportation issues 
that need attention and input from Missouri’s soybean 
farmers will be essential to ensuring that policymakers 
recognize the importance of investing to maintain a long-
held competitive advantage in the global market. 

Tom Hance is a Washington, D.C. representative for the American Soybean Association. Hance focuses on energy, transportation 
and climate policy. Learn more at soygrowers.com.

Transportation continues to be a topic dominating agricultural conversations at the national level
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by the numbers: 
rail transportation of soybeans

Our nation’s freight-rail industry provides efficient and reliable transportation between areas of soybean production and 
areas of consumption. Whether for livestock production in the southwestern United States or for export via the Pacific 
Northwest, railroads often provide the long-haul movement that allows the soybean industry to be profitable.

Key Numbers:
One rail hopper car can hold up to 4,000 bushels of soybeans, and one 100-car unit train has the capacity to carry up to 
400,000 bushels.

The average mileage that a rail car loaded with soybeans will travel is approximately 900 miles.

About 68 percent of soybeans moving by rail travel to the Pacific Northwest, followed by 14 percent being moved to ports 
along the Gulf of Mexico.

The U.S. transportation system is responsible for moving U.S. soybeans from primary growing areas in the interior of the 
country to domestic customers, such as animal agriculture, food manufacturers and industrial users, and to ports for ship-
ping to international markets. This shipping infrastructure has historically been one of the best in the world at covering large 
distances at great speeds, giving U.S. soybean farmers a competitive advantage over farmers from South America.

However, this edge will not last forever. Brazil and Argentina continue to invest in transportation infrastructure improve-
ments, while U.S. transportation modes are in need of updates and improvements.

The soy checkoff and the Soy Transportation Coalition (STC) are working together to raise awareness of these issues. The 
checkoff commissions studies to gather data on how transportation issues affect U.S. soybean farmers. A few recent examples 
include: 

Expanding Rail Infrastructure – This study looks at the current national freight system and assesses its capacity to support 
economic growth in agriculture and the rest of the economy. It assessed the potential impacts of government programs that 
could expand the rail sector’s capacity to alleviate highway congestion and create a more efficient transportation system 
overall. 

America’s Locks & Dams – This research examined the condition of key river locks, analyzed their usage and determined 
which are most likely to suffer catastrophic failure. 

Farm to Market – A Soybean’s Journey – This report analyzed the transportation of soybeans, soybean products and other 
grains and products. The conclusions define and quantify the impact of the infrastructure on U.S. agriculture production 
and moving that production from farm to final market position. 

Missouri’s Numbers:
Nationally, approximately 27 percent of all soybeans are moved to market by rail, especially in points north and west of the 
Show-Me State. About 24 percent of Missouri soybeans are transported by rail.  Comparatively, 20 percent get moved by 
barge and 55 percent by truck.

These figures are part of a March 2014 state analysis of Missouri’s soybean industry 
completed by researchers at the University of Missouri, funded by the Missouri Soybean 
Merchandising Council.

Soybean checkoff dollars are going to research key transportation issues nationally and in Missouri

USB
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Making New Connections 
with CommonGround in Missouri
CommonGround is a national movement of farm women 
who share information about farming and food, made 
possible by corn and soybean farmers and their checkoff 
programs. The Missouri Soybean Merchandising Council 
and staff have been actively engaged in bringing Com-
monGround to Missouri, growing it from three volunteers 
in 2011 to a network of farm women opening their farms to 
groups and individuals, blogging, speaking at events like 
the Missouri Grocers’ Association convention and working 
with school and community groups in urban and suburban 
areas. 

New this fall, Missouri CommonGround is growing through a new partnership with the Missouri Corn Merchandising Council. 
Missouri Corn’s first event participating with the CommonGround team was a Kansas City luncheon for non-farm moms and 
writers in October. Missouri Corn’s communications manager, Hilary Black, joined CommonGround Volunteer Geralyn Gloe 
and Missouri Soybeans’ director of education Luella Fischer for the event focused on where and how the food we eat in the 
Midwest is grown. 

We welcome Missouri Corn to the CommonGround team and look forward to their support in continuing to grow our connec-
tions with consumers!

CommonGround Q&A on Food Prices
This time of year, food is often the focus of many holiday gatherings. When 
questions arise in relation to farming and food prices, take advantage of the 
opportunity to discuss facts with friends and family over the dinner table:

Am I paying too much for food?
According to the U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), we only 
spend 10 percent of our income in the U.S. on food; versus 18-25 percent 
around the world. Compared to other countries, we have an incredible 
amount of inexpensive and accessible food choices.

Do I need to buy the most expensive food to get the best for my family?
While organic food prices are typically higher, there is no nutritional differ-
ence, according to a review of 400 scientific papers on the health impacts 
of organic foods, published in the journal Critical Reviews in Food Science 
and Nutrition.

What impacts food prices?
There are many different factors that determine food price, ranging from 
fuel costs to the U.S. dollar, to production costs and weather.

Are farmers making more money when food prices increase?
The U.S. farmer’s share of the retail food dollar has been declining for 
more than 60 years. In 1950, farmers received more than 40 cents for every 
food dollar that consumers spent in the grocery store. Today, they receive 
less than 12 cents for every food dollar. The majority of the costs associated 
with a products’ purchase price go toward transportation, fuel, packaging, 
labeling and labor associated with the product after it leaves the farm.

Where can I go to find resources and information about food and 
farming?
We understand consumers have questions, and rightfully so. Common-
Ground was established to encourage conversations about food and farm-
ing. Farm women want to start conversations and answer questions. We encourage friends and family to connect with a farmer 
and explore the many food facts and most frequent misconceptions on FindOurCommonGround.com.



meet the neighbors:
our commonground volunteers

Laura Oliver
Laura Oliver, and her husband, Bill, along with their 
two children, Lukas (4), and Matthew (2), live on a row-crop and beef 
cattle farm near Wellsville, Mo. Laura manages the books for their family 
farm and trucking business and is a also a jewelry designer for a Missouri-
based jewelry business.

Why CommonGround?: “Being an agriculture advocate is more important 
now than ever. Outside organizations are challenging modern agriculture 
and it is crucial that we better inform consumers about the products they 
use, to insure that the farming community continues to be strong.”

Ask Laura: Family farms, GMO’s, animal agriculture

Angela Sutter
Angela and her husband, Craig, raise soybeans and corn on their family farm near Taylor, Mo. Taylor also handles all the 

accounts payable and receivables, employee payroll, marketing, and other office work 
for their family business, Landmark Irrigation Inc. Craig and Angela recently welcomed 
their first child, Lillian Marie.

Why CommonGround? “I am very passionate about educating others. There is so much 
misinformation and I want to correct the myths. I look forward to being a part of this 
great organization.”

Ask Angela: Animal science, livestock production

Geralyn Gloe
Geralyn and her husband, Harold, raise soybeans, corn and approximately 65 head of beef cow/calf pairs near Hermann, 
Mo. Harold and Geralyn have four children, and one grandson. Geralyn owned a flower business for many years and now 
holds multiple volunteer positions. She is actively engaged in the family farm and a passionate agriculture educator. Geralyn 
enjoys cooking, singing, walking and floriculture.

Why CommonGround? “I think it is so important to share information and science with the public.” 

Ask Geralyn: GMO’s, livestock, hormones 

Laura Brown
Laura Brown and her husband, Travis, along with their three children, Tristin (18), Brody (13) 
and Kennedy (8), raise soybeans, corn, wheat and beef cattle on their family farm near Rolla, 
Mo. Laura is also a Kindergarten teacher ad enjoys engaging her class in agriculture education 
activities.

Why CommonGround?: “If we do not tell our story, it will be told for us. We have to commu-
nicate with those who are unfamiliar with agriculture.”

Ask Laura: Family farms, GMO’s, animal agriculture

Missouri’s CommonGround volunteers share 
stories from their family farms. Learn more 
about these farm women on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/MissouriCommonGround.
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Missouri Soybeans’ Winter Meetings
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The staff of the Missouri Soybean Association and Missouri Soybean Merchandising Council is working with 
producers around the state to host local meetings this winter, focusing on identifying opportunities to better serve 
Missouri soybean farmers. Meetings scheduled thus far:

The 20th annual Commodity Classic will be held in 
Phoenix, Arizona February 26-28. Themed “Blazing 
to Success,” the event will include seminars, a trade 
show and outstanding opportunities to network with 

producers and industry representatives. 

The event also includes meetings of the United Soy-
bean Board and the American Soybean Association.

Registration and travel information is online at 
http://www.commodityclassic.com/home.

January 14, 2015
District 7*  
Sikeston-Miner Convention Center
2610 E. Malone, Miner 
8:30 AM

January 26, 2015
District 3*
Mexico Vo-Ag Center
905 N. Wade, Mexico
5:15 PM

January 29, 2015
District 4*
Bredehoeft Farm
8682 Hickory Grove, Blackburn
Noon

February 10, 2015 
District 4  
Thiebaud Auditorium
105 E. 11th Street, Lamar
9:00 - 3:00 PM
Held in conjunction with the Barton Co. Soils & 
Crops Conference

February 17, 2015
Hagies 19
618 N. Washington Ave., Union
6:30 PM

February 18, 2015
District 1*
Bethany
(time and location TBA)

February 19, 2015 
District 2*  
Litton AgriLearning Center
10780 Liv. 235, Chillicothe 
6:30 - 8:30 PM 
Joint meeting with Missouri Corn Growers Associa-
tion, held in conjunction with the Chillicothe Young 
Farmers Meeting

March 9, 2015
District 5
Prairie Grove Shotgun Sports
1420 CR 276, Columbia
Noon

*Elections to the Missouri Soybean Association Board 
of Directors will be held.

If you’re interested in helping with winter meetings, 
whether participating with Missouri Soybeans’ farmer 
leaders and staff, or bringing together folks in your 
community for a conversation, contact Dan Enge-
mann at dengemann@mosoy.org.



Kids’ Corner
Cooking with Soy

Caramel Dip

6 oz. Firm Silken Tofu
1 c. Brown Sugar
1 ½ tsp. Lemon Juice
¼ tsp. Salt

Add 6 ounces of firm silken tofu, 1 c. brown sugar, 1 ½ tsp. lemon 
juice, ¼ tsp. salt to a blender and mix well. Enjoy with sliced apples, 
pears and other fruits.

Did you know?

Soybean pods each have 3 to 4 soybeans inside. 
Color this plant, and count the number of soy-

beans it would have if there were 3 in each pod!

Word Scramble
Unscramble the letters to find a list of things made from soybeans

nadlec  _________________
moposha  _________________
dieoibsel  _________________
noyabes leam  _________________
nurtrueif  _________________
eagclinn piesuspl  _________________
cipslat  _________________

 

Word Scramble Answers:

Candle, Shampoo, Biodiesel, Soybean Meal, 
Furniture, Cleaning Supplies, Plastic

Did you know?
One acre of soybeans 
produces 82,000 crayons!

Did you know? 
2/3 cup of edamame has 9 
grams of soy protein!
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Connect with Missouri Soybeans
Upcoming Events & Activities

Missouri Farm Bureau Annual Meeting
TanTarA Resort, Lake of the Ozarks
December 7-9

MO-Ag Winter Meeting
Columbia
December 17-18

Crop Management Conference
Columbia
December 17-18

Governor’s Conference on Agriculture
TanTarA Resort, Lake of the Ozarks
December 18-20

Missouri Cattlemen’s Association Convention
TanTarA Resort, Lake of the Ozarks
January 2-4

Crop Management Conference Dec. 17-18
The Crop Management Conference in Columbia, Dec. 17-18, starts the University of Missouri winter meetings. Farmers 
and their crop advisers will find 33 sessions on research and practical advice. Topics include cover crops, nutrients, pests, 
and soil and water. The crops include grain, oilseed and forages.

“Big data” is the topic for keynote speaker Scott Shearer. He calls it “A Grower’s Most Elusive Farm Asset.” 

The conference packs in topics that will be heard later in meetings across the state. “This is the starting place,” says con-
ference leader Kevin Bradley, MU associate professor of plant science. This year Bradley adds professional development 
to the program with “Social Media Mistakes You Can Avoid.”

Returnees come to hear the basics, he adds. Most popular are updates from MU Extension on new crop pests found last 
season. Controls are explained. Also, specialists give alerts on potential problems next year.

The Alliance for Grassland Renewal will update progress on replacing toxic fescue in pastures. They will tell of planting 
novel-endophyte fescue varieties.

An urgent topic will be caring for stored grains. The big crop in 2014 adds importance to this. Other topics: nitrogen man-
agement, beneficial insects in crops and forages, when to spray fungicides for best return, biomass energy, efficient waters 
use, and more. Details are at http://plantsci.missouri.edu/cmc/. At lunch, Missouri Attorney General Chris Koster is set to 
speak on the “Impact of Government Regulations.”

Those enrolled get a bonus at no extra cost. “We have access to the MO-AG Winter Convention, also held at the Holiday 
Inn Executive Center at the same time. MO-AG offers a big trade show,” Bradley says.

The conference began for certified crop advisers to earn educational credits. That continues. Now farmers find they get 
early looks at coming trends.  Those attending can bring their 
laptop or tablet and download the speakers’ slides to follow as 
they speak.

Full conference fee is $160. One day costs $105. Advance 
registration by Dec. 8 is needed for meal counts. A late fee of 
$25 is added after that point. Learn more at extension.missouri.edu.

National Biodiesel Conference
Forth Worth, Texas
January 19-22

Missouri Pork Expo
Holiday Inn, Columbia
February 10-11

Commodity Classic
Phoenix, Arizona
February 26-28

Want More?
Visit us online at mosoy.org, “Like” us 
on Facebook and follow us on Twitter.
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Capitol Update
By Scott Swain

What a crazy election night across the country. The anti-incumbent mentality was clear at the national level from state to state. 
All eight incumbent members of Missouri’s Congressional delegation won re-election. The only state-wide election was Auditor 
Tom Schweich, who was re-elected comfortably. 

Missouri Republicans saw gains in the House of Repre-
sentatives, from 109 to 117, and just one day later saw a 
southeastern Missouri Democrat switch parties—adding 
to the majority (118) and maintaining a super majority for 
2015. Democrats turned one seat blue and Republicans 
turned eight seats red on election night. 

Senate Republicans maintained their super majority after a 
split in two contentious races, holding at 25-9. 

The session is lining up to be very interesting. Governor 
Nixon says he plans to maintain the same level of gover-
nance and plans to work with Republicans when possible. 
Republicans say they plan to continue sending him similar 
legislation from 2014, but with super majorities in both 
chambers they plan to govern around Nixon when needed. 

Leadership has indicated that economic development, edu-

cation, healthcare and ethics reform will top their agenda. 
Senate President Pro Tem Tom Dempsey says that he plans 
to push a comprehensive agriculture bill similar to the one 
that was vetoed in 2014. The controversy around SB 506 
centered on captive deer cervids. Dempsey said that the bill 
would not address the deer issue in 2015. 

Pre-filing legislation began December 1 and the “Fresh-
man” tour for new legislators kicks off the second week of 
the month. This is the time where new legislators and staff 
travel the state getting a look at how the state budget is 
spent. They will visit hospitals, universities, prisons, trans-
portation centers, extension sites and many more. 

Missouri’s General Assembly will convene session on 
January 7 at noon. 

Happy Holidays!

Scott Swain of The Swain Group works with the Missouri legislature throughout the year on behalf of the Missouri Soybean 
Association and farmers across the state, advocating for soybean producers’ interests on issues affecting Missouri agriculture.



Legal Notice to Missouri Soybean Producers
An election will be held to elect four (4) soybean pro-
ducers to the 13 member Missouri Soybean Merchan-
dising Council, which manages the funds collected 
through the soybean checkoff program.  The terms of 
office will be for three (3) years and the election will 
be as follows: four (4) members are to be elected; one 
(1) each from Districts 1, 2, 3, and 7. Ballots will be 
mailed by the Missouri Department of Agriculture on 
March 6, 2015, to each registered producer in the four 
(4) districts.  Ballots must be returned to the Missouri 
Department of Agriculture in Jefferson City, by mail, 
postmarked no later than April 3, 2015.

Any duly registered commercial producer of soybeans is 
eligible to vote for the Council candidates from his/her 
District.  Producers must be registered to vote.  Current 
registered producers whose address has changed in the last 
five (5) years should re-register or contact the Missouri De-
partment of Agriculture at (573) 751-5633 or P.O. Box 630, 
Jefferson City, MO  65102 by February 2, 2015, to receive a 
ballot. Non-registered producers must register prior to Febru-
ary 2, 2015, at the USDA County FSA Office or online at: 
http://agriculture.mo.gov/councils to receive a ballot for this 
election.

Any qualified producer may be nominated and have his/her name placed on the ballot, provided he/she presents 
the Director of the Missouri Department of Agriculture a nominating petition signed by at least 100 soybean 
producers prior to February 2, 2015.  Such petitions are available at the Missouri Department of Agriculture in 
Jefferson City, Mo.  Please direct any questions to Missouri Department of Agriculture, P.O. Box 630, Jefferson 
City, MO  65102, or (573) 751-5633.

YOUR PERSPECTIVE IS WORTH GROWING

The soy checkoff is looking for 
farmers from diverse backgrounds 
to get involved in the United 
Soybean Board or Missouri Soybean 
Merchandising Council. There are 
a variety of opportunities to serve, 
and your talent and input can 
make a difference.

Help to lead the U.S. soybean 
industry into the future. Contact the 
Missouri Soybean Merchandising 
Council at www.MOsoy.org and get 
involved today, or visit 
www.UnitedSoybean.org/GetInvolved.

Missouri
s
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Help is generally hard to turn down – especially when a combine 
or tractor driver is out sick, or Mother Nature throws something 
unexpected into the forecast during harvest, like snow in mid-
November. However, while we’ve been busy getting this year’s 
record crop out of the field and into the bin, barge, railcar or bag, 
some of the ‘help’ that’s come our way hasn’t made the tasks at 
hand easier.

We saw the closure of the Mississippi River at Memphis for 
repair work in the middle of harvest – during a time demand  for 
barges and barge traffic is high. While we certainly understand 
the need for maintenance on our aged river infrastructure, adding 

to the backlog of tows headed up and down-river is tough ‘help’ to take at any point, but 
especially toward the end of harvesting a bumper crop.

The EPA’s proposed Waters of the U.S. rule is also supposed to be helpful, by providing 
additional clarity in the regulatory process and reducing uncertainty among producers. 
The comment period on that rule has ended, and now what remains is to see how helpful 
the final rule is in bringing intermittent and dry streams, creeks and other water features 
under regulation. The announcement that the EPA is going to hold off on announcing any 
numbers related to the 2014 Required Volume Obligations for renewable fuels, including 
biodiesel, wasn’t exactly helpful either. 

The best way to get the help we actually need is to ask for it, clearly and often. Whether 
it’s a specific part when equipment breaks at a critical time, or support on a key issue being 
discussed at the state or federal level, it is on us to speak up.

If we let the conversation trail off, we’ll likely see more of these challenges so politely 
disguised as help. We’re working hard on this with the Association, and I hope you’ll join 
us in chiming in.

Tom Raffety
Missouri Soybean Association President

From the Field. . . 

  

It’s time to give thanks for another year of blessings. Harvest is nearly 
complete, bins are full across the state and the holiday season is here. 
We have many reasons to be thankful.

As growers, we saw good weather throughout the growing season, 
and a bountiful harvest with excellent yields. We’ve overcome the 
challenges of getting our harvest out of the field. In our family, we’ve 
also been blessed with a new family member, a grandson - another 
reason to celebrate one another and the bright future ahead. 

Looking forward, Missouri is well-positioned to offer a bright future 
for all involved with our soybeans. Through the checkoff, we’ve continued to invest in 
research and education, as well as promotional programs for consumers. We’re seeing the 
value of those investments – high oleic is growing in notoriety and offering added value for 
our beans, our education program is reaching more school children than ever before, and 
Missouri’s 2014 biodiesel production is on track to surpass last year’s volume. It’s a good 
time.

Over the coming months, as you plan for 2015 and enjoy time with loved ones, I hope  
you’ll join us in connecting with growers in Missouri and surrounding states at some of the 
many winter-time meetings and events. Part of building our bright future includes learning 
from one another, and I look forward to those visits.

Talk to you soon!

David Lueck
Missouri Soybean Merchandising Council Chairman

MSA Board Members:

MSMC Board Members: 

USB Board Members: 

ASA Board Members:
Matt McCrate, Cape Girardeau
Tom Raffety, Wyatt
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I will know my weeds. When they grow. When they pollinate. And I will stop them before they go to seed.

I will take action in the field and do whatever it takes to give my crops the upper hand against weeds.

I will take action with careful herbicide management and use multiple herbicide sites of action,  
because every action counts. 

I will take action because it’s my bottom line. It’s not about this year or the next.  
It’s about the long term. 

I will take action. This time. For all time.

Now is the time to take action against herbicide-resistant weeds. Visit www.TakeActionOnWeeds.com 
to learn how you can prevent herbicide-resistant weeds from spreading.

I WILL
take actIon agaInst  
herbIcIde-resIstant Weeds.

Brought to you by the soy checkoff.


