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I will know my weeds. When they grow. When they pollinate. And I will stop them before they go to seed.

I will take action in the field and do whatever it takes to give my crops the upper hand against weeds.

I will take action with careful herbicide management and use multiple herbicide sites of action,  
because every action counts. 

I will take action because it’s my bottom line. It’s not about this year or the next.  
It’s about the long term. 

I will take action. This time. For all time.

Now is the time to take action against herbicide-resistant weeds. Visit www.TakeActionOnWeeds.com 
to learn how you can prevent herbicide-resistant weeds from spreading.

I WILL
take actIon agaInst  
herbIcIde-resIstant Weeds.

Brought to you by the soy checkoff.

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E  O F
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Missouri’s livestock producers use 3.3 million tons of soybean meal in a given 
year. That makes animal agriculture our number one customer, and a key 
partner. Through checkoff-funded research, we know that livestock in 

Missouri represents $11.9 billion in economic output, $2 billion in household income 
and more than 75,000 jobs. 

As part of the Missouri Soybean Merchandising Council board of directors, I make 
a point to try to remind my fellow farmers that supporting animal agriculture is 
important because of the large role it plays in the demand for our soybean meal. We 
talk a lot about exports, and there’s no doubt they’re important, but our top customers 
are the poultry, cattle and hogs right here in our state and across the Midwest. On 
any given day you can find speculation about what the weather or disease pressure, 
whether here at home or in South America, might do for the 
commodity markets – but we also have to look here at home 
for ways to continue to grow our industry.

In times of tough prices like we’ve had, it’s so important 
that we all work together. Having a strong livestock 
industry means strong demand for our soybean meal and 
stronger prices at the elevator and in the markets. As we 
come together for fellowship and learning, be it with local 
groups like the Santa Fe AgriLeaders, or through something 
statewide like Missouri Soybean or Missouri Farmers Care, 
let’s continue to look for ways to grow.  

David Lueck - Missouri Soybean Merchandising Council Chairman
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From The Field
Notes from Missouri Soybeans’ leadership team

Missouri
s

With all the high school and college graduations 
happening this time of the year, there’s a lot of 
talk about advice – especially when it comes to 

the recipe for success. There’s a saying, something along 
the line of showing up being half the battle, which sums it 
up pretty well. Whether it’s an early morning in the field, 
a community or organization meeting, or a political event, 
showing up makes all the difference.

This summer, after the beans are in the ground, I challenge 
you to show up. Join your Soybean Association for a golf or 
sporting clays tournament, come out for a meal with one 
of our senators or representatives, or take the time to host a breakfast or fish fry with 
your fellow growers. 

There is no shortage of issues facing our industry, from Jefferson City and Washington, 
D.C., and it’s going to take a mighty effort to address things like our transportation 
infrastructure, GMO labeling and support for renewable fuels like biodiesel. Every one 
of those is going to hit our bottom line at some point, and we’ll be able to make a lot 
more headway if we’re working together. 

Matt McCrate - Missouri Soybean Association President
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priorities going forward is to make those readily available to 
the soybean farmers who provided for the Missouri Soybean 
Merchandising Council to invest in that research.

You may have already seen announcements about new 
soybean varieties being made available through groups like 
the Missouri Crop Improvement Association, about non-
GMO varieties and varieties with resistance to key diseases 
affecting our state. You should expect to hear more about 
those and other advancements – including non-GMO high 
oleic soybeans. 

We take our charge to be good stewards of your checkoff 
dollars very seriously. It’s our responsibility to ensure 
you continue to receive an outstanding return on your 
investment, and we welcome your questions, comments and 
suggestions about how we can continue to raise the bar for 
the Missouri soybean farmer.
 

Gary Wheeler
Executive Director / CEO
Missouri Soybean Association
Missouri Soybean Merchandising Council
Mid-America Research Development Foundation

Today, one bushel of soybeans can be produced with 50 
percent less energy, 50 percent fewer emissions and 
40 percent less water than that same bushel required 

in the 1980s. And we can raise those soybeans on 35 percent 
less land. 

We use those stats pretty readily when we talk about the 
results of investing in ourselves through the soybean 
checkoff. Those numbers also come out when we talk about 
sustainability. 

However, they don’t really explain the scope of Missouri 
soybean farmers’ checkoff investments. Since the early 
1988s, growers have dedicated nearly $37 million dollars to 
research – including $3.1 million this fiscal year alone. Those 
investments have supported basic and applied soybean 
research, and made Missouri’s southern and northern 
soybean breeding programs possible.

There have been some great successes along the way – 
biodiesel is top of mind. In the 1990s, Missouri led the way in 
investing in the renewable fuel as a new use for soybean oil. 
As a result, not only do we have the environmental benefits, 
but we can also clearly show where biodiesel provides a 15 
percent price support for soybeans today. Beans at $11.50 
sure sounds better than beans at $10.00 – or less.
Overall, growers’ investments in the soybean checkoff 
provide a return of $5.20 for every dollar put into the 
program. Unfortunately, not all the investments have made 
it back to the growers’ bottom line so directly over the years. 
That’s something we’re very much aware of and are working 
to change. 

Checkoff-funded research in Missouri has led to more than 
100 patents and new varieties of soybeans. One of our top 

Letter from the 
Executive Director

Gary Wheeler 
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Dave Haggard of Steele, 
Mo., didn’t know it at 
the time, but a letter 

he wrote early in his farming 
career would eventually lead 
to 30 years of involvement 
in various soybean industry 
organizations. 

“I had read an article in 
the newspaper that was 
discussing issues we were 
dealing with in regards to 
soybean exports and I was 
bothered by the situation,” 
Haggard recalls. “So I decided 
I’d write a letter to the 
Missouri Soybean Association 
(MSA). I heard back from 
them and found out there 
wasn’t much income for 
the soybean association at 
the time and that they were 
sharing staff with the Missouri 
Seed Improvement Association. That 
surprised me. I later found out some 
farmers were voluntarily sending some 
of their farm income in to help pay for 
the association’s expenses.”

Motivated to see the MSA grow into a 
more robust organization, Haggard 
joined the board of directors in 1972. It 
was around this time that MSA efforts 
were underway to create a statewide 
soybean checkoff.

“That was a tremendous group of 
farmers that was on the board,” Haggard 
says. “We were tired of having the fate 
of our soybeans left to others. We knew 
if we could get the checkoff to pass 
that it would mean better research and 
marketing for Missouri soybeans and, 
ultimately, better prices for our beans. 
We campaigned to create a checkoff on 

three different occasions and we were 
successful on the third try.”

The passage of the statewide checkoff 
program is one of Haggard’s highlights 
from his many years of soybean service.
“That was a transformational decision 
for soybean research, marketing and 
promotion within Missouri,” Haggard 
says. 

The Second Wave
Haggard refers to most of the farmers 
he served with on the MSA board of 
directors as the second generation of its 
leaders. 

“The association’s founders laid the 
groundwork and did a great job of 
getting the organization up and running, 
especially considering the limited 

A Soybean Champion
As the Missouri Soybean Association celebrates the 50th anniversary of its founding, 
Missouri Soybean Farmer is catching up with former leaders who helped shape the 
organization’s history for their insights and perspectives on the milestone.

Dave Haggard as ASA President

By Adam Buckallew
 

Photography courtesy of the 
American Soybean Association 
and University of Missouri 
College of Agriculture, Food and 
Natural Resources 
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resources at their disposal,” Haggard 
says. “We simply tried to take what they 
had started and build it into an even 
stronger force for soybean farmers.”

Haggard considers himself fortunate to 
have known several of MSA’s founding 
members, including fellow Bootheel 
farmers, Arline Avery and Dick Simcoke.
 
“Many farmers from the Bootheel, 
like Arline and Dick, played important 
leadership roles in MSA,” Haggard says. 
“Dick was one of my neighbors and I 
would frequently share rides back and 
forth from Columbia with Arline. He was 
a great leader, the first MSA president, 
and a guy who could tell you anything 
you wanted to know about the history 
of farming in Missouri from the 1930s 
onward.”

Like his friend, Avery, Haggard would 
eventually be elected as president of 
the MSA. In addition to serving as an 
MSA officer, Haggard was chosen to 
represent Missouri with the American 
Soybean Association (ASA). He was 
elected president of ASA in 1987 (photo 
on preceeding page). 

In addition to his service to MSA and 
ASA, Haggard became a board member 
of the Missouri Soybean Merchandising 
Council (MSMC) in the late 1970s. 
That also led to serving on the United 
Soybean Board (USB) for 9 years. 

“There have been a lot of good people 
throughout the years who have worked 
together to make sure the interests of 
Missouri soybean farmers were properly 
represented and made known locally, 
nationally and around the world,” 
Haggard says. “There are too many 
for me to try to name them all, but 
Missouri farmers should know these 
organizations have been well run.”

Altogether, Haggard spent 30 years 
serving on various soybean boards until 
2002, when he decided it was time to 
refocus on his own farming operation.

“I worked with farmer leaders from 
around the country and had an 
opportunity to interact with many of 
the state associations and I can tell you 
the group we had in Missouri compared 
very favorably with those in other 
states,” Haggard says. “There wasn’t 
another group that was as friendly or 

easy to work with than our Missouri 
boards.”

Creating Demand for Soybean Oil
The creation of the soybean checkoff led 
to one of Haggard’s proudest moments 
from his years of soybean service: the 
decision to invest in the research that 
launched the biodiesel industry. 

“At the time, soybean oil didn’t have 
much of a market and was priced at 
under 10 cents per pound,” Haggard 
remembers. “We knew if we could build 
more demand for the oil that it would 
have a big impact on overall soybean 
prices, so we worked with the University 
of Missouri to conduct research on soy 
oil as diesel fuel replacement.”

The MSMC biodiesel research began 
in the early 1990s and was led by MU 
researcher Leon Schumacher, who 
conducted the first biodiesel engine 
testing in the United States. 

“Dr. Schumacher was aggressive and did 
lots of work to prove soybean oil worked 
well in engines,” Haggard says. “He did a 
lot of talking with engine manufacturers 
to help them see biodiesel could be used 

Dave Haggard sits with his grandson during the Fisher Delta Research Center field day breakfast. 
Haggard, a soybean farmer leader from southeastern Missouri, has long been a champion of 

research and market development efforts. 
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without problems. We ended up buying 
the truck now known as Old Brownie 
and it was the first experimental vehicle 
used in our SoyDiesel performance 
testing. Mizzou would tear that truck 
apart to look for wear or problems 
caused by biodiesel, but I don’t think 
they ever found any. In fact, after 
hundreds of thousands of miles, that 
truck is still operational.”

Once the initial tests proved the viability 
of biodiesel as a fuel source, the National 
SoyDiesel Development Board was 
founded in 1992 by Qualified State 
Soybean Boards 
from Missouri, Iowa, 
Illinois, and South 
Dakota to coordinate 
state and national 
development efforts. 
Recognizing the 
value of diversity, the 
name of the newly 
formed organization 
was changed to the 
National Biodiesel Board (NBB) in 1994.

“It’s no accident that the National 
Biodiesel Board is located in Jefferson 
City,” Haggard says. “There were 
several states that wanted NBB in their 
backyard, but we worked hard to keep 
it in Missouri since we were the first to 
invest our checkoff dollars into biodiesel 
research.”

Fighting for Exports
Although it’s been many years since 
Haggard wrote the letter with his export 
concerns to MSA, he continues to view 
international trade support as crucial 
operational functions of ASA and MSA.

“International marketing was a 
stumbling block for U.S. farmers 
for a long time, but eventually we 
were able to get things moving in the 
right direction,” Haggard says. “My 
experiences with ASA and MSA showed 
me that we as soybean farmers need to 
take action and press our concerns or 
they will otherwise go unheeded. We’ve 
got to consistently remind our elected 
officials and the U.S. State Department of 
the impact trade has on our livelihood. 
That was a big concern when I was still 
active in MSA and ASA and it continues 

to be an issue to this day.”

Haggard remembers a trip to the 
Spanish embassy in Washington, D.C. 
was particularly eye opening.

“The Spanish were preparing to vote 
on whether or not to join the European 
Union (EU) and it was very interesting 
to hear their perspective on the issues 
surrounding the vote,” Haggard says. 
“I asked the Spanish ambassador 
about the trade consequences with 
U.S. farmers.  We were hoping they 
wouldn’t join the EU since they were 

one of our biggest trading partners at 
the time. Unfortunately, the ambassador 
didn’t really have a good answer, 
which was discouraging because the 
EU doesn’t play fair. They operate 
with a protectionist mindset and have 
squashed lots of American business 
opportunities.”

As another example of the importance 
of the work MSA and ASA do on behalf 
of farmers when it comes to trade 
support, Haggard recalls inconsistencies 
in dealing with the World Trade 
Organization (WTO).

“We were always surprised to see the 
WTO would seem to overlook violations 
from countries we traded with, but if 
we ever made a mistake, they would 
rake us over the coals,” Haggard says. 
“Life isn’t fair and we know that, but it 
further underscores that it’s our job to 
make sure our farm export issues are 
addressed. We can’t leave it to others.”

The Ripple Effect
Haggard says he’s proud to see how 
well the MSA has advanced the 
interests of the state’s soybean farmers 
throughout its 50-year existence. He’s 
particularly proud of the ripple effect 

Share Your Stories

The Missouri Soybean 
Association is celebrating 
its 50th anniversary this 
year and looking for 
your stories. Whether 
you served on the board 
of directors, as a staff 
member or volunteer, or 
participated in events like 
the annual meeting and 
golf tournament, we would 
love to hear from you. 

Please don’t hesitate 
to contact the Missouri 
Soybean Association staff 
at:

3337 Emerald Lane
Jefferson City, MO 65109

(573) 635-3819
ctew@mosoy.org 

that has occurred from the passage of 
the soybean checkoff and the focus on 
broadening soybean trade markets. 

“When you think about the markets 
we’ve added for soybean products, not 
only in terms of exports, but through 
new uses, like biodiesel, all of those 
things add up,” Haggard says. “There’s 
a compounding cumulative benefit 
that has greatly enhanced the value 
of soybeans throughout the years. 
Soybeans were priced in the $2.70 
per bushel range when the Missouri 
Soybean Association was founded in 
1966 and now they’re trading for more 
than $10 per bushel. So, we’ve done 
a good job of working to increase the 
value of soybeans to the point where 
they are valued high enough for farmers 
to make a living.”

In a way, the letter Haggard wrote as 
a young farmer created a ripple of its 
own. It was the first link in the chain of 
events that led to Haggard’s many years 
of service to the soybean industry. And 
Missouri soybean farmers are better off 
because of it.  

 When you think about the markets 
we’ve added for soybean products, not 
only in terms of exports, but through 
new uses, like biodiesel, all of those 
things add up.  
-Dave Haggard
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According to the USDA, the total 
value of agricultural crops in 
Missouri for 2015 was about $9.2 

billion, helping maintain agriculture 
as the state’s top industry.  Soybeans, 
as Missouri’s top crop, account for $1.6 
billion of that value alone. In 2016, USDA 
predicts that Missouri farmers will plant 
9.1 million acres of corn and soybeans, 
acres that return a major economic 
punch for the state. 

But is it agriculture that is so valuable 
to Missouri or is it our soil? Perhaps this 
becomes one of those chicken and egg 
debates, however, few will disagree that 
without productive soils, our soybeans 
and corn stand little chance to get the 
nutrients and water they need to grow.  
Without productive soils in Missouri, or 
elsewhere for that matter, there would 
be no production agriculture.  

No agriculture - no food, no food - no 
life.  Charles Kellogg said it best in 1938 
saying that “Essentially, all life depends 
upon the soil ... There can be no life 
without soil and no soil without life; they 
have evolved together.”

Our farmland, and more specifically our 
soil resources, is an extremely valuable 
resource to both our farmers and to 
our society, but it is both a limited and 

a vulnerable resource. Only about 3 
percent of earth’s surface is suitable for 
farming, and of that, only a very thin 
layer represents productive topsoil we 
can use to grow crops for our feed, food 
and fiber.  Our soil is very valuable!

On cropland all across Missouri, farmers 
have spent years building terraces, grass 
waterways, stream buffers along with 
other practices cutting Missouri’s soil 
erosion in half.  Missouri famers have 
also been early adopters in soil health 
practices like no-till and cover crops, 
helping to not only reduce erosion, but 
reduce the volume of runoff too.  Less 
runoff means soil and crop nutrients 
stay in the field where they can be used 
by the crop, increasing nutrient use 
efficiency and ultimately protecting 
water quality.

One of the key elements behind 
Missouri’s success in reducing soil 
erosion is the dedicated parks and 
soils sales tax in Missouri that provides 
annual funding to the state Soil and 
Water Conservation Program.  The parks 
and soils sales tax is a dedicated sales 
tax of which half of the tax revenue goes 
to fund our Missouri State Parks and the 
other half funding the Missouri Soil and 
Water Conservation Program.

Soil Investments
The Missouri Soybean Association is firmly committed to ensuring the 
long term sustainability of our state’s soil and water resources and 
supports the renewal of the Parks and Soils sales tax in November. Darrick Steen leads 

environmental and 
sustainability efforts 
for the Missouri 
Soybean Association 
and Merchandising 
Council.  

The Soil and Water Conservation 
Program provides over $30 million each 
year in cost-share directly to farmers 
across the state to help fund soil and 
water conservation practices. 

Over the last 30 years, Missouri farmers 
have wisely invested this cost-share back 
onto the land, playing a key role in the 
tremendous strides Missouri has made 
in reducing soil erosion and improving 
water quality in this state. This is a 
success story with which no other state 
can compete.

Missouri’s Parks, Soils and Water sales 
tax was created through a constitutional 
amendment specifically to support 
efforts to stop soil erosion and provide 
funding for the state park system. The 
tax was first approved by voters in 
1984, and has since been reapproved 
by voters three times, in 1988, 1996 and 
2006. Governor Jay Nixon announced in 
May that the sales tax, which is up for 
renewal this year, will appear on the 
November general election ballot Nov. 8, 
2016.    
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Missouri soybean growers know 
the value of planting and 
fertilizing at the same time. 

Similarly, soybean checkoff investments 
can multitask by building markets for 
biodiesel that uses soybean oil while 
opening long-term markets for soy 
protein in feed and food through the 
World Initiative for Soy in Human 
Health (WISHH).

Biodiesel is a successful example of 
how soybeans are a feedstock for 
cleaner fuels, while first meeting the 
world’s need for food and livestock 
feed.  Growers are well aware that their 
soybeans offer an abundant supply 
of protein as well as oil. The National 
Biodiesel Board (NBB) and WISHH, 
a program of the American Soybean 
Association, help U.S. soy customers use 
both parts of the bean. 

Missouri Soybean Association board 
member E.L. Reed of Chillicothe 
has taken a close look at market 
opportunities through both biodiesel 
and WISHH. 

“U.S. biodiesel producers used 5.5 billion 
pounds of soybean oil in 2013 and close 
to 5 billion pounds in 2014 and 2015,” 
Reed says. “Biodiesel builds demand 
for the oil, which is good for soybean 
growers as well as our livestock-feeding 
customers.”

From 2006-2007 to 2014-2015, Informa 
Economics research for NBB found the 
combined impact of biodiesel to the 
price of soybean oil was an average 
increase of 11 cents per pound. That 
translates into a cumulative increase in 

Building Soy Markets
The World Initiative for Soy in Human Health (WISHH), a program 
of the American Soybean Association, works to establish and grow 
markets for soybean oil and soybean meal around the world. 

By Karen Edwards

soybean oil revenues of $18.8 billion.

Informa estimates 11 cents per pound 
more for oil increased soybean value 63 
cents per bushel and reduced soybean 
meal prices by $21 per ton -- a win for 
soybean and livestock producers. 

Missouri poultry, pork, dairy and beef 
operators have saved more than $26 
million from biodiesel, which also 
increases demand for animal fats as 
well.

Internationally, WISHH diversifies the 
soybean growers sales opportunities 
by building soybean meal markets 
far from Missouri in countries where 
rising populations and incomes are 
growing the demand for protein. Meat 
consumption and increased incomes are 
closely correlated, according analysis 
of research from the World Bank and 
Organization for Economic Cooperation 
and Development. 

In the West African country of Ghana, 
poultry will eat 10,000 metric tons of U.S. 
soybean meal through a five-year $15 
million U.S. Department of Agriculture-
funded project where WISHH is 
improving feed and egg consumption. 
Missouri Soybean Merchandising 
Council chairman David Lueck traveled 
to Ghana, which he described as a “new 
frontier for Missouri soy.” Lueck also 
saw examples of how Tyson poultry legs 
are already shipped to the country that 
lacks adequate sources of protein. 

“WISHH develops markets and then 
passes them to the U.S. Soybean Export 
Council,” says Reed who serves on the 

WISHH Program Committee. “WISHH 
is taking $1 million from 18 states and 
leveraging it 1-to-6. In 2015, WISHH 
leveraged $1 of checkoff funds with $6 
of non-checkoff from sources like USDA 
that are outside the checkoff. “

WISHH has also worked closely with 
Central American companies that are 
importing thousands of tons of U.S. soy 
that is marketed in a wide variety of 
foods sold to supermarkets, schools and 
more. Soy is considered the culturally 
sensitive food because it is easily added 
to tortillas, beverages, breads, cereals 
and more without changing the taste 
of foods that people already know and 
enjoy. 

In Pakistan, USDA funded WISHH to 
develop Pakistan’s aquaculture and its 
use of U.S. soy-based feeds. Pakistan 
is the sixth most populous country in 
the world and the project helps the 
country fill its protein gap thanks to the 
soy-based feeds doubling the weight of 
traditional Pakistan fish harvests. 

WISHH’s strategy complements the 
U.S. Soybean Export Council’s work as 
Pakistan’s poultry industry now buys 
U.S. soybean meal and processing 
industry leaders import U.S. soybeans. 

WISHH and biodiesel are best-in-class 
examples of how Missouri soybean 
growers are experts at fueling and 
feeding the world.  
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Just like the rest of the farms in 
Missouri, the Bay Farm Research 
Facility has enjoyed a much different 

planting season than in 2015. Thank 
goodness! Corn planting on the Bay 
Farm was completed by mid-April and 
soybean planting got started May 5. In 
2015, soybean planting on Bay Farm 
started about the same time, but wasn’t 
completed until well into July.

There are a lot of great things happening 
at Bay Farm and we very much enjoy 
our partnership with the University of 
Missouri College of Agriculture, Food 
and Natural Resources, as well as with 
many other groups and organizations. 
Our focus is certainly on soybean 
projects, including the Northern 
Missouri Soybean Breeding program, 
which is housed at the Bay Farm and led 
by Dr. Andrew Scaboo. 

The Bay Farm is owned by the Missouri 
Soybean Association and has soybean 
research as a priority, yet we also 
have a wide range of other studies 
and trials at the Bay Farm Research 

Facility - many of which are supported 
by the soybean checkoff. Other research 
at Bay Farm includes a cover crop 
strip trial, a monarch butterfly study, a 
corn and a grain sorghum hybrid trial, 
corn nitrogen research, a long term 
soybean herbicide technology trial, and 
a Missouri Department of Conservation 
pollinator study. 
 
Director of Environmental Programs for 
the Missouri Soybean Association and 
Missouri Corn Growers, Darrick Steen, 
has been working with the Missouri 
Department of Conservation on wildlife 
conservation planning for the Bay 
Farm and with NRCS on soil and water 
conservation planning. We are excited 
and proud of the many opportunities to 
partner on conservation practices at the 
Bay Farm.

Further developing our facilities at 
the farm is key for the future as well. 
Irrigation is a top priority for the 
Bay Farm, and future plans include 
two lateral irrigation systems. Other 
improvements will include electricity for 

Bay Farm Update
Spring is a very busy time at the Missouri Soybean Association’s Bay 
Farm Research Facility. Not only are researchers planting soybeans 
and conducting checkoff-funded projects, the team continues to invest 
in this top-notch facility. Greg Luce, director 

of research for the 
Missouri Soybean 
Association and 
Merchandising 
Council, oversees 
operations at the 
Bay Farm Research 
Facility near 
Columbia, Mo. 

the machinery building and equipment 
for soybean research - including a 
new plot combine, tractor and planter. 
Soybean laboratory equipment will also 
be upgraded and added to the Bay Farm 
facility. 

Lastly, we are excited to again host a 
Farm Journal Soybean College at the Bay 
Farm on August 2 and we hope you can 
make it. If you come you will see some of 
the great research work being conducted 
at Bay Farm. If you can’t make it then, 
please stop by anytime and see what is 
going on at the farm. 

You are always welcome!

To learn more,  visit www.mosoy.org. 
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Columbia, Missouri
Tuesday, August 2

Missouri
s

brought to you by Missouri soybean 
farmers and their checkoff

Breakout Sessions

■  The Do’s and Don’ts of Cover Crops
Isaac Ferrie, Farm Journal College Presenter

This classroom session will outline how to incorporate 
cover crops into a corn and soybean rotation. Learn the 
do’s and don’ts of adding a cover crop ahead of your 
soybean crop. 

■  Identify Key Growth Stages for In-Season Decisions 
Brad Beutke, Farm Journal College Presenter

Head to the fi eld to evaluate what’s happening to soybeans 
during early-, mid- and late-season growth stages. Learn 
how to manage uniformity, to dialing in timings of applica-
tions and stress to late-season plant evaluation.

■  Weed Resistance: Where Do We Go From Here?
Kevin Bradley, University of Missouri

This in-fi eld session will walk attendees through tools 
available to fi ght resistant weeds. Gain the proper manage-
ment tools to help beat these common yield robbers.

■  Gain Insight Into Soybean Varieties and Development 
Andrew Scaboo, University of Missouri

Take a fi rsthand look at the latest soybean variety research 
including conventional and high oleic varieties. Participants 
will learn how these soybean types can play a role in 
increasing diversity and potentially adding benefi cial traits 
to commercial soybean varieties.   

■  Inside Look at Historical Perspectives and Management
Bill Wiebold, University of Missouri

This session will outline the soybean gene zoo which 
includes soybean varieties from the early introductions to 
modern varieties and various soybean types and technolo-
gies. Participants will also learn how maturity selection 
impacts optimum yield and various planting situations.  

7:30 – 8:00 a.m.  Registration

8:00 – 8:10 a.m.  Welcome from Gary Wheeler, Executive 
Director, MSMC and Farm Journal

8:10 – 9:10 a.m.  Use a Systems Approach to Achieve 
High-Yielding Soybeans 
Isaac Ferrie, Farm Journal College Presenter

9:15 – 10:05 a.m. Breakout Session #1

10:10 – 10:20 a.m.  Break

10:25 – 11:15 a.m. Breakout Session #2

11:20 – 12:30 p.m.  Lunch and Live Market Rally Radio Show 
taping with host Chip Flory 

12:35 – 1:25 p.m. Breakout Session #3

1:30 – 2:20 p.m. Breakout Session #4

2:25 – 2:35 p.m. Break

2:40 – 3:30 p.m. Breakout Session #5

3:35 – 4:25 p.m.  Take a Well-Rounded Approach to 
Fighting Soybean Cyst Nematode 
Isaac Ferrie, Farm Journal College Presenter 
and Dr. Melissa Mitchum, University of Missouri 

4:25 – 4:30 p.m. Closing Remarks

Tentative Agenda

Learn more online at mosoy.org
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Darrin Peters, chemistry teacher 
and renewable fuel coordinator 
at Rockwood Summit, was 

lecturing on hydrocarbons and fuels 
and mentioned that used restaurant 
grease could be turned into diesel fuel. 
The next day a student brought in a 
stack of lecture notes on how to produce 
biodiesel from waste vegetable oil 
and asked if the class could do it as an 
in-class experiment. 

That in-class experiment grew into a 
program that is now celebrating its 
ninth year of operation. 

Since then, the Rockwood Summit 
Biodiesel Project has been awarded 
more than $140,000 in grants, donations, 
and equipment. The group received its 
first grant in 2007 from the Rockwood 
Schools Foundation. That grant allowed 
the program to purchase a 40-gallon 
biodiesel processor and a 1991 Dodge 
Ram D350. The American Chemical 
Society and Rockwood Summit Science 

Club also gave generous donations 
to help with the early stages of the 
program. 

By 2012, the program had outgrown 
their space in the athletic storage 
shed. The students needed their own 
educational space that would allow 
them to produce their goal of up to 
200 gallons of biodiesel, so the group 
assembled a team of grant writers. By 
the following year, the Biodiesel Project 
received the Monsanto Community 
Initiatives Grant for $100,000, as well 
as support from the National Corn 
Growers Association, Missouri Soybean 
Merchandising Council (MSMC) and 

Growing Biodiesel
The biodiesel program at Rockwood Summit High School is growing 
rapidly, expanding not only in student numbers, but also in scope. 
Students are learning to grow their own soybeans, to process the 
soybeans and oil, and to care for diesel vehicles. They’re also collecting 
and analyzing data along the way. That’s where Old Brownie comes in. 

By Samantha Gibson

Samantha Gibson, 
a graduate student 
at the University 
of Missouri, is 
interning with the 
Missouri Soybean 
Merchandising 
Council, focusing on 
biodiesel outreach and 
education this year.  
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soybean checkoff, as well as the St. Louis 
Community Foundation. The Monsanto 
grant funded the building that is now 
called the Monsanto Education Center 
for Sustainable Solutions (MECSS), and 
MSMC helped prepare the space. The 
building opened in the spring of 2014 
for an after school biodiesel club. 

“Our dreams had come true,” said 
Peters. “We would not exist without 
the generous donations of our grant 
providers and community.”

During their growth, the Missouri 
Soybean Merchandising Council 
(MSMC) has continuously supported the 
Rockwood Summit biodiesel program 
from helping fund programs within 
their MECSS building in 2014 to assisting 
with their efforts to grow soybeans. 
The Council also provided soybeans for 
in-class projects to help students learn 
more about agriculture and biodiesel 
production. In addition, the Missouri 
Soybean Association gave the program 
a grant to purchase a soybean crusher. 
The crusher will be used to produce 
soybean oil to make biodiesel, and feed 
for chickens and fish.

Based on this strong relationship built 
over the past several years and the 
program’s outstanding growth, the 
Missouri Soybean 
Merchandising Council 
decided to donate the 
Old Brownie biodiesel 
truck to their Biodiesel 
Project. 

Old Brownie was 
selected as a project 
during the beginning 
stages of biodiesel research, funded 
by Missouri Soybean Merchandising 
Council and soybean checkoff dollars. 
For decades, Old Brownie served as a 
biodiesel ambassador and example for 
the Missouri Soybean Merchandising 
Council, Missouri soybean farmers, and 
soy checkoff. Until recently, Old Brownie 
was on the road – racking up more than 
375,000 miles promoting the biodiesel 
industry. After those many years of 

outstanding service, the 
Council looks forward 
to seeing it help the next 
generation of leaders get 
started with the biodiesel.

“The council is very 
impressed with the work 
these students are doing,” 
said Missouri Soybean 
Merchandising Council 
board member, Robert 
Alpers. “Donating the truck 
to Rockwood Summit was 
an easy decision to make.” 

The truck will add to the school’s small 
biodiesel fleet. Currently, Rockwood 
Summit has a 1991 Dodge Ram pickup 
and a 2000 Volkswagen Jetta. Both 
vehicles have been running on student-
produced biodiesel for the past six years.  

The students will help maintain, fuel, 
and collect data from Old Brownie 
just as they do from the Dodge and 
Volkswagen. Since Old Brownie will also 
run on student produced biodiesel, the 
truck will add validity to the students’ 
research. Some of the data collected 
from the vehicles include, horsepower, 
torque, mileage, and emissions running 
on three different types of fuel. The fuels 
the students are testing are petroleum-

based diesel, and biodiesel blends 
including B50 and B100. 

“It will be interesting for our students to 
see how Brownie’s data compares to the 
Dodge and Volkswagen,” said Peters.

In early April, the students welcomed 
Old Brownie into their program during 
the first Rockwood Summit Car Show. 
The donation of the truck was made 

official by the renewable fuel project 
coordinator, Darrin Peters, and MSMC 
leader, Robert Alpers. Throughout the 
day, Alpers was eager to speak to the 
students and faculty involved in the 
program. He also assisted in sharing 
the message of soybean and biodiesel 
production in Missouri to those 
attending the car show. 

Alpers, who raises soybeans, as well as 
corn and livestock, in central Missouri 
was also given a student-led tour of 
the MECSS, where he learned how the 
students make their own biofuels. The 
students could tell the MSMC leader was 
intrigued by the number of questions 
he asked about their program and the 
equipment they were using. 

“I was impressed with all the students 
knew about biodiesel,” said Alpers. 
“During the tour, I got to see firsthand 
how students work to create these 
biofuels from start to finish.”

Alpers continued to express his 
excitement for the event during an 
interview and is confident in the future 
of the biodiesel industry. 

“I look forward to seeing these students 
go on to higher education and make the 
next great breakthrough in the biodiesel 
industry,” said Alpers.  

If you would like to make a donation to the program, you can contact the school district or visit their GoFundMe page at: 
https://www.gofundme.com/nvzrj2fg

 I look forward to seeing these 
students go on to higher education 
and make the next great break-
through in the biodiesel industry.  
-Robert Alpers

Biodiesel program students with Old 
Brownie after the donation presentation.
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The economic impact from 
Missouri’s animal agriculture 
industries extends beyond 

production of raw agricultural 
commodities. Missouri has significant 
animal product processing industries. 
This report from the University of 
Missouri’s Commercial Agriculture 
program covers the contribution of 
both Missouri’s animal production and 
processing industries.

Animal production industries include 
beef cattle, dairy cattle, poultry/egg, hogs 
and aquaculture amongst others. Animal 
production industries purchase inputs 
and services from other businesses in 
the supply chain. Farm employees and 
owners spend their household earnings 
in local businesses. Agricultural 
commodities are further processed in 
Missouri, creating a significant number 
of jobs and further economic activity. 
Animal processing industries include 
dairy product manufacturing, animal 
and poultry slaughter and further 
processing, pet food manufacturing and 
other animal food manufacturing.  

An analysis was used to model and detail 

the economic contribution of animal 
agriculture to Missouri’s total economy. 
In addition, each county in Missouri was 
modeled to illustrate the local economic 
importance of animal production and 
processing. Results from these models 
illustrate the number of jobs supported, 
value-added, labor income created and 
taxes supported. Economic effects were 
captured in the analysis from direct 
contributions, indirect contributions and 
induced contributions. Modelling was 
done on data from 2014 because this was 
the most recent complete data available.   

For Missouri, the aggregated animal 
production and processing industries 
supported 154,268 jobs and paid $6.212 
billion in labor income. Additionally, the 
effect to value-added (also referred to as 
gross regional product) provided $11.682 
billion to the state’s economy. State/local 
entities were supported with $698.7 
million in taxes and $1.435 billion was 
provided in federal tax dollars.

For individual Missouri counties, top 
counties in jobs supported from animal 
production and processing industries 
were St. Louis (8,665), Greene (7,012) 

Economics of Animal Ag
New report from Commercial Ag and the soybean checkoff highlights the 
significant impact of animal agriculture in Missouri.

and 
Buchanan 
(5,977), which all include 
large animal processing industries. 
Similar as jobs supported, the top 
counties in total value-added were St. 
Louis ($1.694 billion), Buchanan ($590.7 
million), and Greene ($556.8 million). 
Some counties are more reliant on 
animal agriculture than others. Sullivan 
County represents the most dependent 
county on animal agriculture, with 
72 percent of its regional economy 
supported by these industries. Other 
counties that have a high proportion of 
animal agriculture in its total economy 
include McDonald (51 percent), Vernon 
(36 percent), Saline (32 percent) and 
Barry (30 percent).  

See the full report online at mosoy.org
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Andrew Biggs was recently named the superintendent of the University of Missouri’s Bradford 
Research Center. He replaces Tim Reinbott, who became the director of field operations 
for the University of Missouri College of Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources Missouri 

Agricultural Experiment Station in January. Reinbott had served as the superintendent at Bradford 
since early 2000.

“I’m extremely excited to be named superintendent of Bradford,” Biggs said. “It is the realization of a 
goal I set for myself just before starting graduate school. Graduate school was the first time I was ever 
really exposed to agriculture. It was also the first time I was introduced to the concept of a CAFNR 
Research Center and the idea that running a farm doesn’t necessarily require owning a farm.”

Biggs worked with the Soybean Breeding Program, on the Bradford farm as well as the Missouri Soybean Association’s Bay Farm 
Research Facility, from August 2012 to January 2015. He began work as the farm manager at Bradford in February 2015.

“Working with Tim was critical in my ability to fill this role,” Biggs said. “The amount of information that I learned from him in 
the year I worked for him is absolutely incredible and truly invaluable. The opportunities that he provided me to work with so 
many different crops, research projects and outreach projects are ones that I couldn’t have gotten anywhere else. I look forward to 
continue working with him.”

The Bradford Research Center is located 11 miles east of the University of Missouri campus in Columbia, on 591 acres of land 
adjacent to the Missouri Soybean Association’s Bay Farm Research Facility.  

When Larry Strobel was unable to make the trip to Jefferson City 
for the Missouri Soybean Association’s annual meeting, the 
soybean team made sure he didn’t miss any of the well-deserved 

recognition for his more than three decades of service to the state’s soybean 
farmers.

Missouri Soybean Association president Matt McCrate visited Strobel in Bell 
City this spring to present the official plaque and to thank him again for his 
time, dedication and expertise. The accolades were well-deserved and never 
thanks enough. 

Good news from those working on behalf of Missouri soybean farmers

Biggs Named Bradford Center Superintendent

Honor Wall 

Larry Strobel Retirement

The Missouri Soybean Association and Merchandising Council recently welcomed 
Kim Hill as the organizations’ new chief financial officer. Hill previously served as 
a staff accountant for Jefferson City-based Seaver & Forck, CPAs and brings more 

than a decade of experience in accounting, financial management and auditing to Missouri 
Soybean. 

Hill is a graduate of Columbia College and William Woods University. She and her husband 
reside in Miller County.  

Welcome Kim Hill
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Missouri FFA Convention Honors 

the Norborne FFA Chapter. His advisor is 
Kelly Lee.

Gibson’s supervised agriculture experi-
ence program consists of 160 acres of 
soybeans. In the past year he has in-
creased his acreage by 80 acres by rent-
ing land from his sister. This addition 
has allowed Gibson to complete more 
research on soybean varieties based on 
the soil types in his fields. He has also 
studied the weed pressure to determine 
if any changes should be made to his 
herbicide applications. 

As an FFA member, Gibson has attended 
Washington Leadership Conference, and 
national and state conventions. He has 
also been a participant at Missouri FFA 
Public Speaking Academy, Missouri FFA 
Public Speaking Institute, HYMAX (Help-
ing Youth Maximize their Agricultural 
eXperiences) Academy and Missouri 
State FFA Leadership Camp. In addition 
to FFA, Gibson plays football and bas-
ketball. He is also a member of National 
Honor Society and student council.

After graduation, Gibson plans to attend 
the University of Missouri and study 
broadcast journalism. 

Dylan Tanner Watts of Sumner, 
Mo., won the Missouri FFA Fiber 
and/or Oil Crop Production Pro-

ficiency Award at the 88th Missouri FFA 
Convention. Watts, a senior at North-
western R-1 High School, is the son of 
Terry and Carla Watts. He is a member 
of the Northwestern FFA Chapter. His 
FFA advisor is Cayanne Storm.  

Proficiency awards recognize FFA mem-
bers who excel as agricultural entrepre-
neurs, employees or volunteers while 
gaining hands-on career experience. Fi-
ber and/or Oil Crop Production is one of 
48 proficiency award areas recognized 
at the state level and was sponsored by 
the Missouri Soybean Merchandising 
Council and soybean checkoff.

Watts comes from a family of row crop 
farmers. Watts began farming 3.2 acres 
through exchange of labor. He quickly 
expanded to a total of 31.5 acres of row 
crop ground. He continued to work 
through exchange of labor to pay for 
both chemicals and equipment. Watts 
share crops both of the field’s farms. He 
also assists his dad with his 1600 acres 
by tilling, planting, harvesting and per-
forming weed and pest control.

Watts’ FFA activities include attending 
the State and National FFA conventions 
and participating in the convention’s 
Rally for Hunger.

Watts plans to study agricultural busi-
ness at Missouri Valley College in Mar-
shall, Mo. After graduation, Watts plans 
to work in the agricultural business 
industry, while still helping out the farm 
as much as possible. He hopes to eventu-
ally own his own farm.

Seth A Gibson of Norborne, Mo., 
received the second place Missouri 
FFA Fiber and/or Oil Crop Production 
Proficiency Award. Gibson, a junior at 
Norborne High School, is the son of Todd 
and Sharon Gibson. He is a member of 

In April, several young soybean farmers, and a Missouri Soybean leader, were 
honored at the state FFA convention in Columbia. 

Honorary Degree

Gary Wheeler of Jefferson City, 
Mo., was named an Honorary 
State FFA Degree recipient at 

the 88th Missouri FFA Convention.

Wheeler works to grow opportunities 
for FFA members as the CEO/Execu-
tive Director of the Missouri Soybean 
Association and Merchandising Coun-
cil. Wheeler has overseen the creation 
of new partnerships that benefit FFA 
members, as well as materials for FFA 
chapters to use in their communities. 
Wheeler says that although he did not 
attend a high school with an agricul-
ture program, he has been a longtime 
FFA supporter.

Dylan Tanner Watts Seth A. Gibson
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Connecting with a variety of people and 
learning about soybeans during her 
internship are also things she still uses 
today.

Another thing that Shoe remembers 
from her internship was the 
collaborative environment in the office. 
Throughout her semester at Missouri 
Soybean, she worked with various 
people from the policy team in the office 
to the Missouri Soybean Association 
and Merchandising Council boards of 
directors.

“Everyone was very supportive and 
helped me get to know the ins and outs 
of the association and have the best 
experience I could,” Shoe said.

After graduation from MU, she 
started at John Deere as a marketing 
representative and moved her way up 
to become the manager of agriculture 
and turf public affairs. In 2014, Shoe 
started working as the director of 
member and board relations for the 
National Association of Manufacturers. 
Today she works out of Charlotte, North 
Carolina promoting manufacturing 
and working on policy issues that affect 
manufacturing companies.

With her experience getting internships 
and jobs in the agriculture industry, 
Shoe says that one of the best things 
you can do is get a wide variety of 
experience.

“If you want to get a job within a 
company, intern first,” Shoe said. “Dive 
right in and get to know as much as 
possible. Always look for opportunities 
to learn.”

Shoe and her husband, Grant, reside in 
Mooresville, North Carolina with their 
one-year-old daughter, Zoe. The couple 
is expecting another baby in September.

While Erica Shoe grew up 
in agriculture, she saw 
the internship at Missouri 

Soybean Association as an opportunity 
to learn more about the industry. 

“I didn’t grow up on a soybean farm so 
exposure to a new part of agriculture 
was something I wanted,” Shoe said.

During the fall of 2004, Shoe worked 
as the public relations intern under 
former director of public relations 
and communications, Haley Wansing. 
Throughout her internship, Shoe 
spent time writing feature articles for 
Missouri Soybean Farmer magazine and 
helping update the website with new 
information. 

“Writing the yield contest winner story 
was a chance to see how farmers were 
being innovative and using technology,” 
Shoe said. “Working for Soybean, I got to 
see and write about exciting things that 
were happening in the industry.”

One of the most important things she 
took away from the experience was 
learning the different communications 
styles used in the agriculture industry. 
Writing feature stories for the magazine, 
Shoe learned how to communicate with 
an audience and make sure that you are 
conveying an accurate and meaningful 
message. While working under Wansing, 
Shoe said she really broadened her 
writing skills.

Shoe grew up on a beef cattle and alfalfa 
hay farm in southwestern Missouri near 
Dadeville. As a student at the University 
of Missouri, she was very active in the 
College of Agriculture, Food and Natural 
Resources, and served as a Missouri 
State FFA Officer. She said that being 
involved on the farm, in 4-H and FFA, 
and in college were all keys to starting 
her career off in the right direction. 

They Started at Soybean
In addition to investing soybean checkoff dollars in research, promotion and consumer 
education related to soybeans, the Missouri Soybean Merchandising Council also invests 
in the future of agriculture in Missouri with a variety of internship opportunities.

By Lindsey Robinson

The Shoe Family 
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As an agricultural journalism 
student at the University of 
Missouri, Adam Buckallew 

sought out the Missouri Soybean 
Association internship to gain 
experience in public relations and 
communications. Throughout the 
summer of 2005 he worked as the Public 
Relations Intern writing articles for the 
Missouri Soybean Farmer magazine and 
helping put together press releases. 

“The internship really helped get me 
started because that was 
the first real experience 
that I had in public 
relations,” Buckallew 
said.

Before coming to 
Soybean, Buckallew had 
done some writing for the 
web publication CAFNR 
CornerPost and for class projects. 
Writing for the Soybean magazine gave 
him his first opportunity to work on a 
magazine and become published. Being 
on the communications team also gave 
him the opportunity to work on some 
solo projects.

During a day that his supervisor was 
out of the office, he was called on to 
write a press release for the Association. 
Buckallew says the experience was 
really neat because it was something he 
did totally on his own. He said it was a 
great feeling when he finally showed 
it to everyone in the office and they 
approved it before he sent it out to the 
media. 

“Whenever you’re an intern you like 
to have projects that you can say you 
did on your own or say were yours,” 
Buckallew said.

Since his background was not in 
agriculture, Buckallew enjoyed learning 

more about the industry 
through real-life, hands-on 
experience and travelling across 
Missouri.

“I learned a lot about soybeans, 
row crop production, and 
biodiesel,” Buckallew said. 
“I really learned a lot about 
biodiesel.”

Buckallew says he would not be 
where he is today without the 

connections he made through college 
and through his internship. A few 
months after graduation, he received a 
call from his old boss, Haley Wansing, 
explaining that she was leaving for 
another position and asking if he wanted 
to interview for the director of public 
relations position. After the interview, 
he was extended the position and 
worked in the office for three and a half 
years.

“Without that connection I made with 
Haley and the people in the office, I 
never would have gotten to work in 
the office and get that experience,” 
Buckallew said.

After leaving Missouri Soybean, 
Buckallew went to work for Duff 
Dynamic Marketing out of Kansas City, 
Mo. As a part of their marketing team he 
primarily worked with a company called 
Advanta that sold grain sorghum. In 
August 2015, he moved back to Columbia 
and began working in the marketing 

department for MFA Oil. In his position 
he is in charge of publishing MFA Oil’s 
new quarterly magazine, Momentum. 

“Luckily I had experience working 
on the Missouri Soybean Farmer 
magazine,” Buckallew said. “My 
experience made the launch process for 
Momentum a lot smoother than it could 
have been.”

Buckallew says he is thankful for the 
chance he had to interview both for 
his internship position and his director 
position at Missouri Soybean.

“Soybean gave me my first real world 
professional experience and it is what 
helped me launch my career,” Buckallew 
said.

In 2013, he married his wife Sarah and 
they are expecting their first child this 
summer.   

Adam and Sarah Buckallew 

 Dive right in and get to 
know as much as possible. 
Always look for opportunities 
to learn.  
-Erica Shoe
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How are you growing?

Missouri is a national leader in soy-based biodiesel, producing 
nearly 200 million gallons of the renewable fuel each year.

In addition to biodiesel, soybean oil is used in new products 
ranging from engine lubricants and cleaners to 

environmentally friendly foams and building materials.

High-protein soybean meal keeps Missouri’s 
livestock growing too, adding value on the farm 

and in local communities.

We’re growing for you.
Learn more online at MOSOY.ORG

brought to you by Missouri soybean farmers and their checkoff

Missouri
s
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Soybean Board Election Results
By Christine Tew

The leadership team for Missouri 
soybean farmers is welcoming 
five new directors. The Missouri 

Soybean Merchandising Council board 
of directors recently added two new 
directors from Hannibal and Dexter, 
while the Missouri Soybean Association 
board of directors has three new 
representatives from Essex, Barnard 
and Bethany. The new directors will 
join their counterparts in guiding the 
investments of Missouri’s soy checkoff 
funds and the organizations policy, 
advocacy and membership efforts, 
respectively.

“It is outstanding to see the enthusiasm 
and dedication our newest farmer 
leaders bring,” said Missouri Soybean 
Association president Matt McCrate of 
Cape Girardeau. “Missouri has long been 
a leader for soybeans and soy-products, 
including biodiesel, and we see great 
opportunities ahead in our policy and 
member services to make a difference 
in both farmers’ bottom line and their 
freedom to operate. Our leadership team 
is proud to serve the farmers of our 
state.”

Those new farmer leaders include 
John Hunter, of Essex, who was elected 
to represent southeastern Missouri’s 
District 7 on the Missouri Soybean 
Association board of directors. Andrew 
Lance, of Barnard, was elected to 
represent District 1 in northwestern 
Missouri. Renee Fordyce of Bethany was 
appointed to fill the remaining term of 
retiring director Steve Alexander, also 
from District 1. Her appointment will be 
effective June 1.

Hunter was nominated by Peter Rost 
Jr. of New Madrid, and elected by 
unanimous voice vote during a meeting 
of local growers held in Sikeston. He 
replaced Larry Strobel of Bell City, who 

New farmer leaders are set to join the Missouri Soybean Association and 
Merchandising Council boards after winter and spring elections.

How are you growing?

Missouri is a national leader in soy-based biodiesel, producing 
nearly 200 million gallons of the renewable fuel each year.

In addition to biodiesel, soybean oil is used in new products 
ranging from engine lubricants and cleaners to 

environmentally friendly foams and building materials.

High-protein soybean meal keeps Missouri’s 
livestock growing too, adding value on the farm 

and in local communities.

We’re growing for you.
Learn more online at MOSOY.ORG

brought to you by Missouri soybean farmers and their checkoff

Missouri
s

retired from the board after 
decades of service. Lance was 
nominated by Steve Alexander 
of Hopkins, to replace T. Brooks 
Hurst of Tarkio, who also retired 
due to term limits. 

“We take our responsibilities to the 
growers and for the soybean checkoff 
very seriously,” said Missouri Soybean 
Merchandising Council chairman David 
Lueck of Alma. “We look forward to the 
addition of these growers’ leadership 
and experience to our efforts to ensure 
Missouri farmers have access to the most 
up-to-date research information and 
continue to benefit from new market 
opportunities for their soybeans.”

Mark Lehenbauer of Hannibal 
was elected to represent northern 
Missouri’s District 3 on the Missouri 
Soybean Merchandising Council board 
of directors. Aaron Porter of Dexter 
was elected to represent District 7 in 
southeastern Missouri.

Lehenbauer and Porter were nominated 
by Missouri Farm Bureau and MFA, Inc. 
They were selected by a vote of soybean 
farmers in the region, via mail-in ballot 
in an election overseen by the Missouri 
Department of Agriculture. They 
replace long-time Missouri Soybean 
Merchandising Council board members 
Will Spargo of Neeleyville and Jim 
Underhill of Palmyra, who are retiring 
due to term limits. 

Current directors John Kelley of Faucett 
(Dist. 1) and Bob Littleton of Dalton 
(Dist. 2) were re-elected to the Missouri 
Soybean Merchandising Council board. 
Current Missouri Soybean Association 
board director Kelly Forck of Jefferson 
City (Dist. 5) was also re-elected.

Committee assignments for Missouri 

Soybean Merchandising Council and 
Missouri Soybean Association directors 
will be determined during the summer 
board meetings, currently being planned 
for the last week of July. New board 
members will begin their roles during 
those meetings.

The Missouri Soybean Merchandising 
Council is currently chaired by David 
Lueck of Alma. John Kelley of Faucett 
serves as the vice-chair. Matt McCrate 
of Cape Girardeau presides over the 
Missouri Soybean Association, with C. 
Brooks Hurst of Tarkio serving as the 
Association vice-president.

The Missouri Soybean Merchandising 
Council is a statewide, farmer-led 
organization working to improve 
opportunities for Missouri soybean 
farmers though a combination of 
research, outreach, education and 
market development efforts supported 
by the soy checkoff. The Missouri 
Soybean Association is a statewide 
membership organization designed to 
increase the profitability of Missouri 
soybean farmers through policy, 
advocacy and education efforts across 
the state.  
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CANDIDATES
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CANDIDATE POSITIONS THAT COINCIDE      
WITH MSA POLICY POSITIONS
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MSA POLICY POSITIONS

BALANCED BUDGET: The Missouri Soybean 
Association supports a balanced federal budget.

BIOTECHNOLOGY: MSA believes that 
biotechnology, based on sound science and with 
regulatory approval helps meet growing world 
food, health and energy needs.

CLEAN WATER ACT: MSA opposes expansion 
of EPA regulatory authority beyond navigable 
waters.

ENERGY (RFS): MSA supports high renewable 
fuel use with consumer flexibility. Maintain the RFS 
as passed by Congress.

FARM BILL: MSA supports federal farm programs 
that enable soybeans to compete with other major 
crops, provides income protection to U.S. farmers 
through a strong crop insurance program, provides 
planting flexibility based on market signals, 
and responds to conservation and environmental 
concerns.

TAXES: MSA supports tax policies that allow 
Missouri farmers to compete in world markets 
and keeps our most productive land available for 
growing agricultural operations. These policies 
include permanent Section 179 deductions as 
well as a minimum $5 million individual estate 
tax exemption with stepped up basis — or the 
elimination of the estate tax. 

TRADE: MSA supports fair access to world markets 
for soybeans and soybean products as well as 
government support for increased foreign market 
development.

Donald Trump and Bernie Sanders photos by Gage Skidmore www.flickr.com/photos/gageskidmore/ (CC BY-SA) creativecommons.org/licenses/
by-sa/4.0/ Hillary Clinton photo by Brett Weinstein www.flickr.com/photos/nrbelex/ (CC BY-SA) creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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In only a couple of decades, the 
world food demand is expected to 
double. And as a state that has some 

of the best farmers, land, and research 
institutions in the world, Missouri is well 
positioned to take advantage of the great 
economic opportunities ahead. 

For generations, Missouri farm families 
have worked hard to make the Missouri 
soybean industry what it is today. The 
Show-Me State has been fortunate to 
have a leader like Roy Blunt fighting 
tirelessly at the federal level to position 
the Missouri soybean industry to lead 
the way in a 21st century economy.

Roy grew up on a farm. His parents were 
dairy farmers. Roy knows first-hand all 
about the issues Missouri farm families 
face on a daily basis. Roy has always 
fought for the values he learned on the 
farm that were passed down to him 
through generations. 

If you have seen Roy on the Senate floor 
with a big red map of Missouri next to 
him, you’ve seen Roy fighting the EPA’s 
Waters of the US (WOTUS) rule. WOTUS 

is another blatant example of federal 
overreach. In fact, the reason that 
virtually the whole map of our state is 
red is that this rule would grant the EPA 
control over 99.7 percent of Missouri. 
From the ditch on the side of the road, 
to a backyard puddle, the WOTUS rule 
would have a wide-ranging impact on 
Missouri agriculture and property rights 
in general.

Roy has also fought the EPA’s job-killing 
energy agenda, including its Clean 
Power Plan, which would increase costs 
and make it more difficult for soybean 
growers to compete in a global economy. 
This burdensome energy regulation 
would make it more expensive to grow 
crops and transport products to market.

In a state with a crumbling 
infrastructure system, getting products 
to market has been increasingly difficult 
and expensive. Roy has focused on 
improving Missouri’s infrastructure at 
the federal level and was a leader in 
the passage of a long-term highway bill. 

A Friend of Soybean
Senator Roy Blunt has shown great dedication to soybean farmers and all of Missouri 
agriculture. His record is strong in protecting farmers’ freedom to operate and in 
supporting research and market development.

Sen. Blunt, center, with southeast Missouri ag leaders Dustin Boatwright 
from the Little River Drainage District and Duane Michie of First State Bank.

Roy understands how important roads, 
bridges, and waterways are to protecting 
the future of Missouri agriculture.

Agriculture research is the cornerstone 
of success in all aspects of the 
agriculture industry and Roy has 
worked hard to ensure our state’s world 
class research facilities continue to 
lead the way. He knows that investing 
in research and technology will lead 
to the development of more efficient 
production methods, eradicate pests and 
disease and maintain a safe food supply.

No one has fought harder for Missouri 
soybean growers than Roy. And through 
the years, he has always made himself 
available to resolve issues – both big and 
small – to make sure producers have the 
tools they need to take advantage of the 
great economic opportunities ahead. 

Roy Blunt has long-been a friend to 
soybean growers. His hard work is 
leaving a lasting impression on Missouri 
that will stand for years to come.  
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CANDIDATES

BRUNNER

GREITENS

HANAWAY

KINDER

KOSTER

Talking Transportation

As governor, what will you do to 
improve the quality and reliability of 
Missouri’s highways and bridges?

John Brunner: As governor I have three 
priorities to rebuilding our infrastruc-
ture. 1. As a businessman and entre-
preneur we will identify a 3.6 percent 
saving in our annual budget through 
efficiencies and innovation. This will 
generate over one billion dollars for our 
highways and bridges. 2. We will desig-
nate a specific percentage of the increase 
of state revenues to be earmarked for 
infrastructure. 3. We will review our 
overall budget of 7.6 percent with the re-
sult of adjusting our overall percentage 
we dedicate to our roads and bridges. 
I will also incentivize municipalities 
- both cities and counties - to put up 
matching funds to expedite construction 
and repair jobs that are of importance 
to them to help spread the burden and 
stretch our dollars.

Eric Greitens: I’ve never run for office 
before, so I understand that raising 
taxes is not the answer to solving our 
transportation problems. Our roads 
and bridges are crumbling in Missouri 
because too many of our politicians in 
Jefferson City have their priorities back-
wards and are afraid to lead. Missouri 
has more than 3,500 structurally defi-
cient bridges - bridges our families drive 
on every single day because government 
has failed to act. Our roads and bridges 
are how farmers get their product to 
market, and our state is failing at its 
duty to maintain these arteries of com-
merce, especially in rural Missouri. A 
closed bridge can mean costly detours 
during time-sensitive harvests, and that 
is not acceptable. What will improve 
Missouri’s highways and bridges is a 
governor who won’t back down from a 
fight, who isn’t afraid to make difficult 
decisions, and who won’t accept excuses 

for inactivity.
Catherine Hanaway: I am committed to 
making road and bridge construction 
one of the financial priorities of my ad-
ministration. I will appoint members of 
the Transportation Commission from all 
corners of the state who will adequately 
represent the diverse geographies of 
Missouri, and who will ensure that no 
region is ignored. I will also demand 
accountability from MoDOT in a way 
that I do not think has been demanded 
of it previously. In the last decade alone, 
MoDOT received windfall sums from 
bonding and from the stimulus, and yet 
it continues to demand more money 
while committing only to maintain less 
and less of our roads.

Peter Kinder: Missouri has the seventh 
largest road and bridge system in the 
country and key components of it are 
aging and decaying, whether it be I-70 
or 90-year-old bridges on rural routes in 
Stoddard County. Missourians have been 
asked to weigh in on this several times 
throughout the years and two recent 
measures to dedicate the fuel and sales 
tax to this issue have been denied by the 
voters. In order to get this done, Mis-
sourians want to see strict accountability 
for those hard-earned tax dollars and a 
tight-fisted budgeting approach. The pro-
growth policies I would enact - Right-
to-Work, prevailing wage, tort reform, 
income tax reform - would accomplish a 
few things: increase revenue by stimu-
lating economic activity, dramatically 
lower the cost of building world-class 
bridges and highways, and employ thou-
sands of Missourians in the process.

Chris Koster: When Missouri underfunds 
its transportation system it’s the lettered 
roads, in rural Missouri, that suffer 
most. The large interchange projects in 
St. Louis and Kansas City always seem 
to make their way into the five year 

Statewide Transportation Improve-
ment Program. However, the potholes 
on our rural highways aren’t going to 
fill themselves. Missouri must face the 
reality that we need a longterm funding 
solution for MoDOT. I have pledged to 
work with the Missouri General Assem-
bly during the first legislative session 
of 2017 to put a funding plan before the 
voters on the 2018 November ballot. If 
the General Assembly is unwilling or un-
able to develop a consensus plan to solve 
MoDOT’s long term funding gap, I will 
develop a ballot initiative to take directly 
to the voters on a November 2018 ballot. 
We must stop kicking the can down the 
road. We must stop allowing Missouri’s 
rural economy to suffer due to inaction 
in Jefferson City.

With Missouri’s gubernatorial election on the horizon, the Missouri Soybean Association 
is focusing on key issues and ensuring our members and soybean farmers statewide have 
the opportunity to hear from the candidates. In this issue, the topic is transportation - 
specifically, much-needed infrastructure improvements and necessary funding.
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How do you propose MoDOT meet its 
future funding needs?

John Brunner: MoDOT needs a more 
predictable and reliable funding stream. 
It is absolutely critical to engage in a 
long term plan with a long term funding 
stream to maximize the opportunities at 
the highest level of efficiency. As a busi-
nessman, I know firsthand with decades 
of experience how crucially important 
this is for long term capital improve-
ments. As Missouri’s economy grows, I 
believe we should designate a percent-
age of General Revenue growth to be 
earmarked for transportation each year 
and protect that funding in the budget 
from cuts during poor economic times.

Eric Greitens: We have a major problem 
with roads and bridges here in Missouri 
because of our politicians’ backwards 
priorities. Right now in Missouri we 
have 3,500 structurally deficient bridges. 
It costs the average family in Missouri 
more than $700 a year in unnecessary 
car repairs because they’re driving over 
broken roads and broken bridges. In 
order to fix this, we need to change the 
way that politicians in Jefferson City 
currently do business. The way things 
work now is that at the beginning of 
the year, career politicians get together, 
and do something called the Consensus 
Revenue Estimate where they figure out 
how much tax money they are going to 
take from you, your family, and your 
businesses. When I’m governor, we’re 
going to begin with the priorities of the 
people, and do zero-based budgeting so 
that we can start with people’s priori-
ties, and properly fund our roads and 
bridges. What it is going to take though 
is a strong leader, from the outside, who 
is tough enough to take on business as 
usual in Jefferson City.

Catherine Hanaway: I have proposed a 
three part plan for funding our roads 
and bridges. First, I want to usher in 
a new era of accountability in govern-
ment, and make sure that MoDOT is 
spending its money efficiently, and 
properly prioritizing roads and bridges 
over less important projects. Second, we 

need to ensure that transportation funds 
are actually being spent on transporta-
tion. We should pay for the Highway 
Patrol with funds from general revenue, 
which would free up over $200 million 
in transportation funds for spending 
on construction and road maintenance. 
Third, I am opposed to any increase in 
the tax burden on Missourians, but I 
am open to a shift of taxing priorities. I 
would be open to the idea of an income 
tax cut accompanied by an increase in 
the gas tax—this would not increase 
the burden on Missourians by one cent, 
while increasing funds for transporta-
tion that the government could not 
waste on other programs.

Peter Kinder: Missourians can’t be 
expected to pay any more in taxes than 
they already do, which means our state 
government needs to do more with less. 
While taxes on fuel have long been a 
key source of MoDOT’s funding, I cannot 
support a measure that increases the tax 
burden on Missouri’s families, farms, 
and small businesses. Government must 
function at a high level of efficiency and 
take a holistic approach to fiscal respon-
sibility. Controlling spending has always 
been a top priority of mine, as I have 
reduced spending each year as Lieuten-
ant Governor, a practice I look to extend 
to every facet of government.

Chris Koster: Missourians are ready to 
have a serious and straight conversation 
about the long term Funding challenges 
facing MoDOT. I pledge to work with the 
General Assembly to create a bipartisan 
and realistic funding plan to address the 
looming funding crisis and maintain and 
improve Missouri’s roads and bridges.

In light of uncertain future for federal 
investments, what will you do as gov-
ernor to ensure the Mississippi and 
Missouri rivers remain viable modes 
for transportation of agricultural 
commodities and inputs?

John Brunner: I will continue to invest 
in our ports as a means of agricultural 
transport even if the federal govern-
ment does not. But I will be the primary 

advocate as governor to our federal 
representatives and even the office of 
the president of the United States in en-
gaging the Corps of Engineers to support 
agriculture and our ability to get our 
products to market.

Eric Greitens: Missouri’s river resources 
are how our farmers reach the world 
market with our state’s food, fuel, and 
fiber. Markets across the globe need our 
agricultural products. We need to priori-
tize our rivers and ports, and effectively 
use them-- and our expertise in agricul-
ture to become a worldwide supplier of 
agricultural products. With over 1,000 
miles of rivers running through our 
state, Missouri’s 108,000 family farms 
have the capacity to lead the world in 
agricultural exports. As governor, I 
will work to keep our rivers flowing, 
our ports maintained, and our trade 
expanding. With the right leadership, we 
can continue to grow our agricultural 
industry. 

Catherine Hanaway: Having navigable 
portions of the Missouri and Missis-
sippi rivers is one of our state’s greatest 
natural strengths. With growing demand 
for our agricultural products from China 
and the forthcoming expansion of the 
Panama Canal, our river system is only 
going to become more important and 
a more valuable asset in the coming 
years. First, I am committed to support-
ing comprehensive flood control as our 
water management goal, instead of the 
newer policy of the flood risk reduction 
policy promoted by the Obama Admin-
istration and environmental groups, 
which needlessly endangers farmers 
and communities. Second, I will always 
support the interests of Missouri farm-
ers and economic uses of our waterways 
over environmentalist passion projects 
like recreating habitats for the pallid 
sturgeon or whichever creature they 
decide to focus on next. 

Peter Kinder:  Missouri’s port system has 
long been a passion of mine. In the early 
1990s, while still in private business, I 
was part of the group that led the effort 
to establish the funding for what is today 
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Soybean Policy Update
Missouri’s legislative session 

picks up speed in the spring, 
leading to the mid-May end of 

session. At the federal level, work on key 
issues continues. 

State Update
The 2016 legislative session of the 
Missouri General Assembly has been a 
great one for Missouri soybean growers 
and it could not have been possible 
without your involvement. Thank you to 
all of you who made personal visits, calls 
and sent emails to legislators on MSA 
priority issues. 

MSA achieved its top legislative priority 
of complete funding of $9.6 million to 
pay the deferred balance under the 
Missouri Qualified Biodiesel Producer 
Incentive Fund. HB 2006 was signed by 
Governor Nixon on May 6. Also of note 
to soybean growers, the bill contains 
$1 million for the operation of four 
international trade offices to market 
Missouri agricultural products and 
provides $2.5 million to boost the state’s 
dairy industry.  

HCR 58 (Reiboldt) blocking the State 
Tax Commission’s recommendation of 
a five percent increase to agricultural 
land grades 1-4, which includes most 
row-crop land, was passed by both the 
House and Senate in January. The vote 
was nearly unanimous in the Senate and 
received a wide margin of support in the 
House. 

MSA has several priority bills on the 
governor’s desk:
SB 655 (Munzlinger) creating the 
Fertilizer Control Board. This legislation 
gives farmers the authority to oversee 
operation of the program, better 
positioning them to appropriately set 
and invest the self-imposed tonnage fee 

paid by farmers and ag retailers to direct 
program requirements and research and 
education programs. 

SB 665 (Parson) extending agricultural 
tax credit programs under the 
Missouri Agricultural & Small Business 
Development Authority for five years. 
This legislation reauthorizes the New 
Generation Cooperative Incentive, Ag 
Product Utilization Contributor and 
Qualified Beef Tax Credit programs, 
which all have a tremendous return on 
investment to taxpayers.

HB 1713 (Remole) specifying that at 
least two members of the Missouri 
Clean Water Commission shall be 
representatives of agriculture, industry 
or mining. Current statute specifies 
up to two members of the Commission 
shall represent these interests. The 
need to bolster agriculture’s standing 
on the Commission became apparent 
after its members denied a CAFO permit 
because they deemed the applicant 

Dan Engemann serves 
as the Director of 
Policy for the Missouri 
Soybean Association 
and  Merchandising 
Council. He represents 
Missouri soybean 
farmers on policy 
issues at the state and 
federal levels.

lacked financial wherewithal to operate 
the facility based upon its business 
structure. This arbitrary decision by the 
Commission makes Missouri’s regulatory 
environment for animal agriculture 
unattractive to those wishing to expand. 

What didn’t make it across the line was 
omnibus ag bill SB 703. In conference 
committee, language was stripped to 
reauthorize the Missouri Qualified 
Ethanol Producer Incentive Fund and 
to create the Show Me Rural Jobs Act, 
meant to spur investment into rural 
Missouri, and the bill did not make it 
back to the floor. MSA appreciates the 
work of House conference committee 
members as they fought hard for these 
provisions. 

SB 623, which would’ve raised the state’s 
fuel tax from 17 cents to 22.9 cents per 
gallon upon voter approval did not 
receive a House vote after passing the 
Senate.

 
 

 
 

Missouri Soybean Association Legislative Priorities 

2016 
 

 
 

Completion of the Missouri Qualified Biodiesel Producer Incentive Fund 

The Missouri Soybean Association asks for your support of the governor’s recommended 

budget increase of $3.9 million for the completion of deferred payments under the Biodiesel 

Incentive Fund. A deferred payment balance of $9.6 million remains and this funding 

increase will complete the state’s original commitment to the biodiesel industry. The 

Biodiesel Incentive Fund has been a true success story, making Missouri a national leader in 

production, with eight plants producing nearly 200 million gallons annually.  

 
 

Preventing the State Tax Commission’s Proposed Ag Land Values Increase  

The Missouri Soybean Association is appreciative of the support received in both chambers 

to pass HCR 58, blocking a proposed five percent increase from going into effect for most 

agricultural land used for row-crop production. Following the extremely challenging growing 

season of 2015 and projected low soybean prices for the forseeable future, the Missouri 

Soybean Association believes this is an extremely inopportune time to raise taxes on our 

growers.  
 

 
Creation of the Fertilizer Control Board 

The Missouri Soybean Association supports SB 655 (Munzlinger) and HB 1728 (Reiboldt) to 

establish the Fertilizer Control Board, which will provide agricultural retailers and growers 

more authority over the administration of the Fertilizer Control Program and its associated 

tonnage fee. Currently, an Advisory Council to the Director of the MU Ag Experiment 

Station oversees the program. This legislation allows for fertilizer retailers and farm 

organizations to make nominations to the board and also calls for timelier notices to fertilizer 

distributors in the event of a deficiency in product analysis.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

To learn more, contact the Missouri Soybean Association at (573) 635-3819 or online at mosoy.org. 

The Missouri Soybean Associa-
tion’s legislative priorities were 
all addressed this session.
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Do you support the establishment of a toll to rebuild I-70?     
Yes 49%       No 51%

Current state statute requires the State Tax Commission to provide the 
legislature with its recommendations on agricultural land productivity 
values every two years. Do you support legislation that would place a 
permanent cap on such increases? Yes 71%       No 29%

The Missouri Department of Conservation eliminated 3,000 feral hogs in 
2014 and 3,400 in 2015.  Please rate your level of concern with feral hogs: 

Not a Concern 22% 
Increasing Level of Concern 50%    
Need for Urgent Action 27%

Legislation has been offered to create the “Missouri Qualified Solid 
Biomass Producer Incentive Fund” that would provide grants of $20 per 
ton for the first 30,000 tons and $5 per ton for the next 30,000 tons for 
producers of biomass feedstock derived from agriculture or forestry.  Do 
you support this legislation?    Yes 52%       No 48%

During debate of the recently passed federal highway bill, MSA 
advocated for the inclusion of an amendment that would allow increased 
semi weight limits on interstate highways of 91,000 pounds with the 
addition of a sixth axle.  We were unsuccessful in the amendment’s 
adoption. Should MSA continue our support for increased truck weight 
limits?    Yes 52%      No 48%

In March 2015, EPA announced the findings of its study on neonicotinoid 
seed treatments, concluding the technology provides little to no overall 
benefit to soybean production in most cases. Do you use neonicotinoid 
seed treatments (i.e. Gaucho®, Cruiser®) in your operation?      

Yes 59%          No 41%

MSA Policy Survey 
Results

Last winter, the Missouri Soybean Association surveyed 
members on key policy issues. Responses are reflected below.

the world-class SEMO Port Authority on 
the Mississippi near the Cape Girardeau-
Scott County line. Missouri is blessed 
with some great ports but we need more 
of them. We desperately need ports 
slated for construction and improve-
ment north of the Mississippi-Missouri 
confluence, and I would work tirelessly 
with federal, state, and local partners 
to see that work done. We also need 
strong push back against poor federal 
management policies on the Missouri 
River that hamper barge traffic so that 
we can see more ports developed. Our 
river transportation system is one of the 
greatest strengths of Missouri produc-
tion agriculture and agribusiness and 

...continued from page 27

we must build on that.

Chris Koster: Like Missouri’s roads 
and railways, our rivers that crisscross 
our state and are a key element of our 
state’s competitive advantage. As Mis-
souri’s Attorney General, I have fought 
to protect these vital resources in court. 
I filed a federal lawsuit over attempts 
by North Dakota to divert the Missouri 
River for a drinking water project in 
that state. So far, we have been success-
ful in blocking this diversion. I filed an 
emergency lawsuit to prevent the Army 
Corps of Engineers from blowing the 
Bird’s Point Levee in the bootheel dur-
ing the floods of 2011. My relationships 

with leaders such as Tom Waters at the 
Levee & Drainage District Association, 
and Bill Jackson in Brunswick, have 
helped inform my understanding of the 
critical role our rivers play in Missouri’s 
economy. In addition, I traveled to the 
Cargill loading facility on the Mississippi 
River north of Charleston with Tom Raf-
fety to better understand the needs of 
our river terminals. As Governor, I will 
continue to aggressively pressure the 
Army Corps of Engineers to maintain the 
longest transportation season possible 
to move goods inexpensively along the 
rivers of our state.  

Federal Update
The effort to preempt mandatory state 
GMO labeling laws continues. In March, the 
Senate failed to move legislation forward. 
Senator Blunt voted for cloture while Senator 
McCaskill voted against; the vote failed 
48-49. Talks continue among Ag Chairman 
Roberts and Ranking Member Stabenow 
on a path forward before Vermont’s 
mandatory labeling law takes effect July 
1. It is absolutely critical that you contact 
Senators Blunt and McCaskill to express your 
support for a compromise bill that prevents 
a patchwork of state regulations that will 
ultimately drive up costs for consumers.

On the appropriations front, the House 
Appropriations Committee approved the 
Agricultural Appropriations bill in mid-April, 
providing $21.3 billion in discretionary 
spending, down two percent from fiscal year 
2016. 

The House Appropriations Committee 
has approved the Energy and Water 
Appropriations bill, including $6.1 billion 
for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) 
Civil Works program, an increase of $100 
million over Fiscal Year 2016. The House 
bill provides the Corps $1.9 billion for 
construction projects and $3.2 billion for 
operations and maintenance. The House 
included language directing the Corps to 
discontinue work on new public-private 
partnership projects (P3s). The Senate 
passed its version of Energy and Water 
Appropriations legislation on May 12 by a 
vote of 90-8. Senators Blunt and McCaskill 
both voted in favor of the bill which provides 
$6 billion for the Corps Civil Works Program 
and $1.8 billion for construction.  
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Upcoming Events & 
Activities

Visit us at mosoy.org to learn more!

Want More?

“Like” us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter.

Missouri
s

Department of Natural Resources 
Pesticide Collection - Montgomery 
City

Missouri Soybean Association 
Sporting Clays Tournament - Bogard

Department of Natural Resources 
Pesticide Collection - Bolivar

Misouri Soybean Association Golf 
Tournament - Richmond

Farm Journal Soybean College - 
Columbia

Misouri Soybean Association Golf 
Tournament - Mexico

Missouri State Fair - Sedalia

June 4

June 22

June 25

July 13

August 2

August 5

August 11-21

Simon the Soybean is back for 
2016! Watch for Simon and 
the rest of the Farm Team as 
they race during the St. Louis 
Cardinals’ Friday night home 
games and throughout the 
season. 

Follow along using the hashtag 
#GOFARMTEAM.

Learn more online at mosoy.org
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Editorial Board 
for Missouri Soybean Farmer magazine

Earlier this year, the Missouri Soybean Association announced the formation of an editorial board to 
guide this publication through continued growth and service to Missouri’s soybean value chain. Mis-
souri Soybean Farmer is the primary communications vehicle for the state soybean association, and 

the board will ensure that it continues to be a resource for growers, industry partners and other stakeholders 
well into the future.

The remaining four seats on the editorial board have been filled through nominations solicited from readers 
of the magazine. The following four individuals were appointed by Matt McCrate, president of the Missouri 
Soybean Association in May.

• Kellie Bray, Senior Director of Government Affairs, CropLife America representing the agriculture 
industry at large
• Johhny Hunter, farmer from Essex, Mo., representing the Missouri Soybean Association board of direc-
tors at large
• Jacob Luecke, Director/Editor of Publications and Video Programming, Missouri Chamber of Commerce and Industry, repre-
senting the publishing industry at large
• Brian Marshall, farmer from Maysville, Mo., representing the Missouri Soybean Association members at large

They, along with the president of the Missouri Soybean Association, Matt McCrate of Cape Girardeau, and the chairman of the Asso-
ciation’s Grower Services Committee, Matt Wright of Emden, as well as CEO/Executive Director Gary Wheeler and communications 
director Christine Tew, make up the new editorial board for Missouri Soybean Farmer magazine. 

Matt McCrate

I WILL
KnoW my Weeds.
I will take action against herbicide-resistant weeds.

I will know my weeds. When they grow, when they pollinate, 
and I will stop them before they go to seed.

I will know their strengths, and I will exploit their weaknesses. 

Troublesome weeds won’t go down without a fight.  
Neither will I. Because it’s worth the trouble. 

Now is the time to take action against herbicide-resistant  
weeds. Visit www.TakeActionOnWeeds.com to learn about  
the most troublesome weeds.

Brought to you by the soy checkoff.




