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Most of us have heard the saying that a farmer wears many hats. For many communities, farmers are 
many things to many people. They are the seed salesmen, the little league coaches and the school 
board presidents. However, we can’t be two people at once. Or better yet, we can’t be in two places at 

once. That is why we need our friends and service-minded leaders in Jefferson City. 

As a farmer, I rely heavily on the staff and support of the Missouri Soybean Association (MSA). During the 
spring legislative session, I am preparing equipment, working ground and trying to put a solid crop in the 
field. I am thinking about seed quality, inputs and an unpredictable forecast. The last thing I need is for 

someone not near my family farm to control my freedom to operate. 

Sitting in my tractor I have a lot on my mind, but I also have time to reflect on those working to better my livelihood. As the MSA president, 
I do my best to be an active advocate and voice for agriculture. But I can’t be in two places at once. 

So, I tip my hat to the staff and lobbyists with MSA who have made this another successful session for me and the producers of Missouri. 
Each session, it’s not about the number of bills passed, but the assurance that MSA is working diligently to progress Missouri agriculture 
and secure our right to farm. 

I applaud my fellow board member and friend, Dane Diehl, for leading the beginning farmer legislation that will tremendously help future 
agriculturalists, including my four children. 

I wear many hats, but my favorite is father. That’s why I farm, and that’s why I rely on MSA: to save my generational operation, so that I 
too can pass it down to future farmers. 

Don’t try to be in two places at once. Lean on MSA and lean on a fellow farmer to help you advocate for your needs. 

Matt Wright - Missouri Soybean Association President

From The Field
Notes from Missouri Soybeans’ Leadership Team

Everyone has a story to tell. Everywhere you look, whether it be on social media or at the coffee shop, 
there are stories of justification, condemnation or persuasion. In a lot of cases, those shared with the 
most fervor tend to be critical of how you and I make a living. 

According to those with the loudest stories, we destroy the environment, poison the air and cause harm to 
those we are feeding. Sounds like a winning long-term business model, doesn’t it? For the most part, farmers 
keep their heads down, keep doing what they do and mind their own business. But as producers, if we don’t 
contribute to the conversation, we are allowing someone else to write our story. 
 

Educating the public and policymakers with fact and reason is essential to cut through the noise and share our story of stewardship and re-
sponsibility for future generations. Fortunately, education is a key tenet of the Missouri Soybean Merchandising Council (MSMC) mission. 

MSMC works to produce and showcase scientific, fact-based information about a business, and essentially a lifestyle, foreign to most 
people so that decisions made by those outside your operation have rationality behind them. However, education cannot be confused with 
lobbying. According to the Act & Order under which the Qualified State Soybean Boards (QSSB) were established, using checkoff funds 
for lobbying purposes is strictly forbidden. 

That is where Missouri Soybean Association (MSA) steps in. MSA has the freedom to engage policymakers, share our story and help to 
shape policy outcomes that can have long-standing implications. I am constantly impressed by the work both MSA and its staff do in Jef-
ferson City and beyond. Much of what they do is not publicly displayed, but rest assured, if it passes through our Capitol and has wording 
impactful to agriculture, MSA has its finger on it and an eye on the horizon to anticipate future issues confronting producers.
 
So, who do you want to write your story? As for me, I want to write my own story. Collectively, MSMC and MSA give us the vehicle to write 
that story and shape the future for ourselves. 

Aaron Porter - Missouri Soybean Merchandising Council Chairman
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Letter from the 
Executive Director

At the Missouri Soybean Association (MSA), policy is a 
pivotal piece of the organization. As the Association, 
we rely heavily on farmer-leaders to be the voice and 

articulate advocates to steer Missouri policy through lobbying 
efforts. After nearly 60 years of service, MSA remains a 
steadfast membership organization that supports soybean 
producers at the local, state and national levels. 

Each legislative session, I’m continuously impressed with 
our farmer-led board, which champions Missouri’s statewide 
soybean producers and serves as their liaison to audiences 

who impact farming and agriculture. Farmers from each corner of the state are serving as 
spokespeople to showcase the facts to help lawmakers make informed decisions that promote 
the common good. With their help and hands-on approach, we came into this legislative session 
with a lot of momentum. 

Last year, we saw a lot of soybean success. We received funding for Missouri Foundation Seed, 
increased biodiesel infrastructure and finally obtained an agreed-upon omnibus ag bill. 

At the time of this letter, the legislative session is not yet complete, but I anticipate we are on the 
same trajectory of soybean success. Our MSA board member, fellow farmer friend and freshman 
Rep. Dane Diehl made huge strides for the agriculture industry by passing the beginning farmer 
legislation, HB1023. This legislation emphasizes the need for an income tax exemption for a 
landowner who sells, leases or shares with a beginning farmer or qualified family member. 

During this session, we were also tackling gene therapy, foreign land ownership, Waters of the 
United State (WOTUS) and many other issues pertinent to agriculture. However, this work 
cannot be done alone. 

Our accomplishments cannot be achieved without our brother organization's service and helpful 
hand, the Missouri Soybean Merchandising Council (MSMC). While producing policy is vital, 
policymaker education remains equally integral.  

By law, through MSMC there are only certain areas where soybean checkoff dollars may be 
spent. However, under no circumstance can funds be used for lobbying purposes. But funds can 
be used to educate the public on why issues disrupting the Missouri farmer can be damaging to 
many livelihoods and legacies. 

Through our concerted checkoff, our goal is to simply generate grassroots efforts that respect 
rural Missouri. We keep the farmer in mind and at the forefront. Because jointly, MSMC and 
MSA, we make a powerhouse organization that serves the farmer daily. 

Soybean success. At the end of the day, that is the outcome we strive for. Success means freedom 
to operate, market opportunity, generational farming, infrastructure options, etc. 

We hope you lean on Missouri Soybeans to serve you and lead you to soybean success. 

God Bless,

Gary Wheeler
Executive Director/CEO
Missouri Soybean Association
Missouri Soybean Merchandising Council 
Foundation for Soy Innovation
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Each year, 
as the sec-
onds, min-

utes and hours 
left in the legisla-
tive session begin 

to tick down, time becomes the most 
valuable commodity for policymakers. 
After a relatively unproductive first half 
of session, its scarcity was felt even more 
starkly by those who frequent the halls 
of the Capitol. Only one bill had been 
sent to the governor’s desk. Legislators 
still needed to pass a $50 billion budget 
by May 5, as they were constitutionally 
obligated to do, and address a long list of 
meaningful legislation by May 12. 

The last couple weeks of session were 
accompanied by the typical filibustering 
and threats of shutting it all down ear-
ly by certain legislators. However, even 
then, both the House and Senate ad-
dressed each of the Missouri Soybean As-
sociation’s (MSA) priorities this session. 
If time is the most precious commodity, 
this year the 102nd General Assembly 
certainly indicated just how greatly they 
value the Missouri soybean farmer. 

State Legislation 

This year’s omnibus agriculture bill 
came in the form of SB 138, sponsored 
by Sen. Eslinger. Both chambers “truly 
agreed to and finally passed” the bill on 
May 10, sending it on to Gov. Parson’s 
desk for his signature. This bill includes 
many of MSA’s priorities including the 

beginning farmer tax cut, a fix for bio-
diesel tax credits and a business income 
deduction for farmers. 

Beginning Farmer Legislation

As previously stated, Rep. Dane Diehl 
(R–Butler) was successful in adding his 
beginning farmer legislation to this ses-
sion’s omnibus agriculture bill. This bill 
creates a tax cut for farmers who sell, 
rent or share crops on their land to qual-
ified beginning farmers or family mem-
bers. This was the product of months of 
meetings with stakeholders, including 
Bobby Medlin, CPA, to create a positive 
piece of legislation that would benefit as 
many Missouri farmers as possible.  

To reduce the increasing average age of 
the farmer and address the unfair tax 
burden felt by selling farmers, the be-
ginning farmer legislation will incentiv-
ize the sale of an operation to the next 
generation of Missouri farmers. With the 
passage of this legislation, selling farm-
ers will have no state-tax liability on the 
first $2 million in income received when 
selling to a beginning farmer or qualified 
family member. The deduction is phased 
out by 20% for every additional million 
in income received from the sale.

Business Income Deduction 

In 2018, the Missouri General Assembly 
passed a tax cut that restructured how 
parts of the tax code were written. While 
doing so, it was recently uncovered that 
the business income deduction under 
Section 143.022, RSMo., no longer in-
cluded Schedule F income that did not 
flow through on a Schedule E or C. While 

most farmers income will be included 
under the Schedule C, we are aware of 
farmers who are missing out on this de-
duction due to what we see as a drafting 
error. We were proud to work with Rep. 
Mike McGirl (R—Potosi), who is a CPA, 
and make this important update to the 
tax code. 

2023 Budget Wins 

MSA advocated for a grant program in 
the amount of $2 million for soybean 
research. We’re hopeful MSA's Bay Farm 
Research Center will be a likely applicant 
and awardee for new technologies and 
research to put on display for Missouri's 
soybean producers. We were also suc-
cessful in adding an additional $3.25 mil-
lion for the Missouri Foundation Seed 
program to make much-needed facility 
improvements. 

With more than 3,000 non-budget bills 
filed during the 2023 Session of the Mis-
souri General Assembly, only 43 made it 
to the finish line. Many controversial is-
sues like transgender rights, sports bet-
ting and foreign land ownership were 
openly discussed by our legislators.  
As each session becomes more 
contentious, our public-
ly elected officials must 
speak on issues that 
would have previously 
been left in the gray. 
However, in order to 
affect real change, 
these and many 
others are the 
issues that 
must be 
addressed.

SOYBEAN POLICY UPDATE
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"To reduce the increasing average age of the farmer and address the unfair tax 
burden felt by selling farmers, the beginning farmer legislation will incentivize the 

sale of an operation to the next generation of Missouri farmers."

-Casey Wasser, Sr. Director of Policy 

 POLICY



In addition to these two MSA budget pri-
orities, the Missouri General Assembly 
appropriated $2.8 billion to widen I-70 
across Missouri. This is obviously a multi-
year project that could span up to six or 
seven years according to Appropriations 
Chairman, Sen. Lincoln Hough. Making 
these improvements will take a massive 
burden off the funding mechanism of our 
highway system and free up funds for other 
much-needed improvements. Modern and 
efficient transportation infrastructure has 
been an important factor in businesses de-
ciding whether or not to locate in Missouri. 
It’s also a key factor in the efficiency of get-
ting grain to market, which is why we were 
proud to support the appropriation.

As this issue of the Missouri Soybean Farm-
er goes to print, the bills are awaiting Gov. 
Parson’s official signature. Whether or not 
he chooses to sign them into law or to veto 
them, I look forward to returning to the 
halls of the Capitol soon. 

Federal Legislation

Limit, Save, Grow Act

During the last week of April, the House 
passed the Limit, Save, Grow Act by a 
vote of 217-215. The $4.5 trillion Republi-

can-crafted bill would increase the debt 
limit until March 2024 while cut-

ting federal spending by tens 

of billions of dollars. The original draft of 
the bill repealed the biofuel and clean en-
ergy tax incentives enacted in the Inflation 
Reduction Act (IRA). However, to garner 
additional Republican support, it was later 
amended to protect three biofuel and re-
newable fuels provisions. Rep. Mark Alford 
was a leading advocate for the inclusion of 
key biofuel tax credits that have a major 
impact on Missouri’s agricultural economy. 
The IRA incentives for Sustainable Aviation 
Fuel (SAF) were also maintained for those 
projects where contracts have already been 
signed or concrete investments have been 
made. The bill is now in the Senate, where 
it faces major opposition from the Demo-
cratic majority.  

2023 Farm Bill

In early May, the Senate Agriculture Sub-
committee on Commodity Programs, Credit 
and Crop Insurance held the first of its two-
part hearing on the farm safety net to hear 
perspectives from producers and industry 
stakeholders.  Lawmakers heard from two 
panels – one with leaders of American 
Farm Bureau and National Farmers Union 
and a second with leaders representing 10 
major commodity groups. American Soy-
bean Association (ASA) Secretary Caleb 
Ragland advocated for protecting crop in-
surance, improving the Title 1 safety net for 
soybeans, and urged Congress for a volun-
tary update to base acres.   

Additionally, ASA President Daryl Cates 
joined other leaders representing produc-
ers of U.S. commodity crops in the House 
Ag Committee hearing to testify about po-
tential improvements to the farm safety net. 
During his testimony, Cates urged Congress 
to protect crop insurance from cuts and im-
prove the safety net for soybeans, while also 
asking for a voluntary update to base acres 
for Agricultural Risk Coverage (ARC) and 
Price Loss Coverage (PLC). He highlighted 
the amount of U.S. soybeans being exported 
to China and noted the impact 2018 trade 
retaliations had on growers.  

Want to know more?

MSA federal and state PAC contributors 
gain access to an exclusive newsletter for 
monthly updates on policy and regulatory 
movement in Jefferson City, Washington, 
D.C., and anywhere Missouri soybean 
farmers stand to be affected. The newsletter 
also provides more 
details on Missouri 
elections and the 
role MSA and you 
can play to impact 
the outcomes. Visit 
MoSoy.org or scan 
the QR Code for 
more details. 

"If time is the most precious commodity, this year the 
102nd General Assembly certainly indicated just how 

greatly they value the Missouri soybean farmer."

-Casey Wasser, Sr. Director of Policy 
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Casey Wasser serves as the Chief Opera-
tions Officer and Senior Director of Policy 
for the Missouri Soybean Association and 
Merchandising Council. He represents Mis-
souri soybean farmers on policy issues at 

the state and federal levels.
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Farmers and ranchers can often be forgotten by the political 
machine that is Washington, D.C. On the campaign trail, I 
promised to be the loudest advocate Missouri’s producers 

have ever had. I came to this town to make sure those farmers and 
ranchers have a voice that cannot be ignored.
 
From livestock feed to soy protein to cooking oil and biodiesel, 
soybeans are a versatile crop providing numerous food, fiber and 
fuel uses in Missouri and across the globe. The 4th Congressional 
District is at the center of it all.
 
As the only voice for Missouri on the House Agriculture Com-
mittee, I have been blessed with the platform to create change 
and address the needs for our hardworking farmers, ranchers and 
agribusinesses.
 
Serving on the subcommittees for General Farm Commodities, 
Livestock, Dairy and Poultry, and on Conservation, Research and 
Biotechnology provides me with numerous opportunities to ad-
vocate for your interests and be your voice here in Washington. 
 
This past month, I saw Washington at its finest. We introduced 
the Limit, Save, Grow Act – our debt ceiling legislation. Within the 
original bill text were provisions that eliminated key tax credits 
for biodiesel and ethanol producers, ultimately hurting the soy-
bean and corn industries in Missouri. 
 
I would not stand for it. So, several of my colleagues in the Iowa 
and Minnesota delegations and I rallied together to protect bio-
diesel, renewable diesel and sustainable aviation fuel tax credits 
in the package. We went head to head with Speaker McCarthy and 
ultimately saved existing tax credits.
 
The issues affecting our farmers and ranchers daily are the sky-
rocketing costs for necessary inputs such as feed, fuel and fertiliz-
er. It’s important to find ways to encourage and promote domestic 
production of these vital products to help alleviate the financial 
constraints on agricultural producers. Biofuels provide vital mar-
ket access, and maintaining the tax credits already in place pro-
tects that access.
 
Right now, our producers are facing pressure from every angle of 
the supply chain: increasing input prices, restrictive government 
regulations, labor shortages, backups in processing capacity, re-
cord high inflation — the list goes on and on. I pledge to be the 
loudest, strongest and most conservative voice on agricultural 
issues. 
 
Whether it is the Farm Bill or any other piece of legislation, my 
goals are simple: protect our farmers, keep our nation fed, be good 
stewards of God’s creation, and most importantly, continuing my 
conversations with Missouri’s boots on the ground, our farmers 
and ranchers, just as we did during our debt ceiling negotiations. 
We can never forget who the backbone of this nation is — the 
producers. These men and women work tirelessly to feed, fuel 
and clothe the world. The least we can do is advocate for you in 
Washington. 

Mark Alford is a husband, father, former small business 
owner and former TV news anchor, and proudly represents 
Missouri’s 4th District in Congress. Alford spent 25 years an-
choring Kansas City’s No. 1 morning news show prior to his 
time in Congress.

His time covering Missouri’s top news stories connected 
him to thousands of Missouri families from all walks of life, 
providing insight into the issues most important to Missou-
ri families and the struggles most common to them. It also 
offered the opportunity to hone his God-given talents as a 
professional communicator, enhancing his voice to inform, 
influence and inspire millions of people across Missouri. 

Alford serves as a megaphone to each and every Missourian 
in the 4th District, magnifying their voices and their values in 
Washington, D.C. 

After being sworn into the 118th Congress as a freshman 
member, Alford was selected to the House Armed Services 
Committee, House Agriculture Committee and House Small 
Business Committee. 

A Voice in D.C. 
Rep. Mark Alford



unitedsoybean.org

From researching new uses for 
soybeans to identifying new markets 
for U.S. soy, the soy checkoff is working 
behind the scenes to create new opportunities 
and increase profits for soybean farmers. We’re 
looking inside the bean, beyond the bushel and 
around the world to keep preference for U.S. soy 
strong. And it’s helping make a valuable impact 
for soybean farmers like you.

See more ways the soy checkoff is maximizing 
profit opportunities for soybean farmers at 
unitedsoybean.org
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 EVENTS

Protecting Your Livelihood 
While Fostering Your Growth:
It’s A Mutual Thing.

CFM Insurance Is A Proud Partner of 
the Missouri Soybean Association
Missouri Soybean Association members can now receive a 5% discount on a CFM 
Insurance policy. Contact your local agent to learn more about this discount or get 
a custom CFM quote: WeInsureMissouri.com/agents

For more information about how CFM works 
to safeguard Missouri farms, visit:

WeInsureMissouri.com/products/farm

*Discount applies to new & existing policies.
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JOIN US!MSA SOYPAC Golf Tournament

Scan QR code or go to mosoy.org/events to register & for more details.
Pre-register for four, free grand-prize entries.

*Food & drink provided*

July 20, 2023

Hidden Trails Country 
Club - Dexter, MO
Check in at: 12:15 p.m.

July 27, 2023

Shirkey Golf Course - 
Richmond, MO

Check in at: 8:15 a.m.
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Funding the Future Farmer
by Samantha TurnerThe Missouri Soybean 

Merchandising Council funds 
future soybean stewards with 
the first-ever Soy Innovation 
Challenge and mainstay fiber and 
oil crop proficiency. W

ith education as a core tenant of the Missouri Soy-
bean Merchandising Council’s (MSMC) mission, 
thirteen farmer-directors unanimously voted on 
initiating the inaugural Soy Innovation Challenge.

The Soy Innovation Challenge aims to engage FFA members in cre-
ating valuable exhibits and ideas based on the soy value chain to 
display at Missouri Soybeans’ Center for Soy Innovation in Jefferson 
City, Missouri.  
 
“After a year of strategic planning and collaboration with Missouri 
FFA, we are proud to offer this unique opportunity to high school 
students interested in soybean production and showcase their cre-
ativity,” said Baylee Asbury, director of outreach and education. 
“This first-of-its-kind contest provides a multitude of career read-
iness and educational benefits to the students and also helps grow 
our engagement at the Center for Soy Innovation.” 
 
The Soy Innovation Challenge is a two-part contest where chapters 
designed and developed an exhibit for the Center and submitted 
proposals for MSMC to consider. The top five chapters in the state 
traveled to the state’s capital to present to a panel of judges includ-
ing an MSMC board member, industry stakeholder, soybean staff 
and Missouri state representative. 

This year’s winner is the Savannah FFA Chapter. Savannah worked 
in conjunction with ATHCO LLC to design a six-piece interactive 
play panel display that will not only tell the story of soybean pro-
duction but also navigate new uses of soybeans. These 3D panels 
will bring to life the journey of soybeans from field to research and 
development to processing. Each panel will provide an individual 
experience to help explain soybean production to elementary-aged 
students. 
 
“This opportunity offered by the Missouri Soybean Merchandising 
Council for Missouri FFA chapters is phenomenal,” said Teresa 
Briscoe, Missouri FFA executive secretary. “Not only are the awards 
generous, but the chance for FFA members to work as a team with-
in their chapter to plan and present a design idea closely aligns with 
the philosophy of our program. Chapter members will not only be 
advocating for the No. 1 industry in Missouri but also using skills of 
marketing, communicating and planning that they have learned in 
the classroom.” 

Photo Courtesy of: Country Creations, Tisha Gregory
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The top three chapters were awarded cash prizes up to $10,000 
at the Missouri FFA Convention to be implemented however they 
choose, depending on soy-related activities. 

“Our student's takeaway from this experience goes beyond a new-
found appreciation for the soybean industry,” said Jessica Aeschli-
man, adviser and agricultural education instructor for Savannah. 
“For our chapter, this award will allow us to develop our school 
land lab. We look forward to installing another hydrant and in-
stalling an irrigation system that will eliminate another barrier to 
success for our students. Additionally, we will be updating parts of 
our greenhouse so that we can more effectively implement plant 
science labs.” 

The interactive exhibit will be placed in the Center for Soy Innova-
tion as late as the 2024 field trip season. 

Missouri Soybeans is also proud to pour into the future of agricul-
ture through sponsorships. One of the ways the organization sup-
ports the Missouri FFA Association is through the sponsorship of 
the Fiber and/or Oil Crop Production Proficiency. 

“Interest in production agriculture is paramount,” said Gary Wheel-
er, CEO and executive director. “With fewer farmers returning to 
the family operation, it is crucial that programs like Missouri FFA 
showcase the invaluable opportunities agriculture provides and 
present career paths for students to be successful. At the end of 
the day, organizations like Missouri Soybeans cannot move forward 
without future farmer-leaders.” 

Proficiency awards recognize FFA members who excel as agricul-
tural entrepreneurs, employees or volunteers while gaining hands-
on career experience. Fiber and/or Oil Crop Production is one of the 
46 proficiency award areas recognized at the state level and was 
sponsored by MSMC.

This year’s winner was Aiden Plenge of the Clark County FFA 
Chapter. Plenge is a sophomore at Clark County R-I. His FFA advis-
ers are Mark Lemmon and Dan Oilar.

“As a fourth-generation soy-
bean farmer, doing what I 
love, it feels amazing to win 
this award,” said Plenge. “My 
work on our farm, working 
with the soil and seeds, do-
ing what I’ve learned from 
my dad and grandpa is very 
rewarding. I plan to continue 
farming and work to expand 
my operation.”

Plenge’s Supervised Agricul-
tural Experience (SAE) proj-
ect consists of an entrepreneurial 120-acre row-crop 
operation. Through his SAE, Plenge learned 
how to improve soil health to increase crop 
yield. 

Plenge plans to expand his SAE, having 
450 acres reserved for the 2024 plant-
ing season. After graduating high 
school, Plenge plans to become a full-
time farmer, the fourth generation in 
his family. He also plans to attend a 
two-year college to learn skills to ben-
efit his farm.

SAE programs are planned practical ac-
tivities conducted outside of regular class 
time that help students develop and apply ag-
ricultural knowledge and skills learned inside 
the classroom. These activities can include en-
trepreneurship, placement (paid or unpaid) or agriscience research. 

“Proficiency awards exemplify a well-deserved acknowledgement 
of an FFA member's hard work and dedication to career develop-
ment and success,” said Briscoe. “With a vast career landscape, it 
is easy for students to be consumed by options. Proficiencies help 
students minimize that stress and explore different pathways to 
consider after high school.” 

As an FFA member, Plenge competed in the National FFA Knowl-
edge leadership development event on the national level. He has 
also attended Lead, Educate, Advance, Develop Conference for 
Chapter Officers (LEAD) and served as part of the Missouri FFA 
Convention Courtesy Corp.

The Missouri FFA has more than 26,000 members representing 
more than 350 chapters. Ranking as the largest leadership orga-
nization nationally, the National FFA Organization has nearly 
850,000 members representing 8,995 chapters in all 50 states and 
Puerto Rico. 

The FFA makes a positive difference in the lives of students by de-
veloping their potential for premier leadership, personal growth 
and career success through agricultural education. 

As a fourth-
generation 

soybean 
farmer, 

doing what I 
love, it feels 

amazing 
to win this 

award.

Aiden 
Plenge



Use of BOSS Performance Diesel results in 
engines lasting longer, better fuel economy and 
a decrease in swearing by equipment operators 
who like their equipment operating.
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The Missouri Soybean Association (MSA) has been committed to the advancement of the 

soybean industry since 1966. Dedicated to improving the bottom line for soybean farmers 
and protecting their freedom to operate, MSA ensures farmers are heard at state, national 

and international levels. 

After more than 50 years, the Association continues to be the voice for soybean farmers and all 
who are part of the soybean value chain.

“MSA is diligent about keeping farmers in mind and protecting their freedom to operate through 
legislative advocacy, public policy initiatives and education,” said Matt Wright, MSA president. 
“I am adamant that without the service of MSA and membership participation, the viability of 
our farm operations would diminish.”

While checkoff dollars are used solely for research and market promotion, membership dues 
ensure the financial sustainability of Missouri soybean farmers by supporting and influencing 
legislative efforts. 

MSA is a grassroots organization committed to updating members on policy, producing 
educational materials for soybean growers, representing members in the Capitol and protecting 
the bottom line of soybean growers. 

“I can’t be in all places at once,” said Andrew Cummins, farmer-member from Santa Fe, 
Missouri. “I’m a farmer first, and I rely on the services of the Missouri Soybeans’ team to help 
my operation when I am running the day-to-day. For me, a membership pays off in the most 
meaningful ways with a farmer-leader network, friends of agriculture who will work on my 
behalf and educational opportunities to expand knowledge of the industry.” 

Choosing to be part of MSA means joining a successful team that is making a difference 
for agriculture in Missouri, the U.S. and around the world. Whether it’s keeping watch on 
regulations affecting agriculture or supporting home-grown fuels and transportation projects, 
MSA is making a difference for the state’s soybean growers. 

Membership levels vary and include:
 Farmer Member - Free
 One-Year Advocate Member - $100
 3-Year Advocate Member - $250
 Lifetime Member - $1,500

Members of MSA receive regular policy, regulatory and industry updates, as well as the 
opportunity to participate in social events and programs throughout the year. Association 
members can also benefit from discounts at retailers including Cabela’s and on vehicles from 
the Ford, Chevrolet and Chrysler families of brands.

In addition, all MSA members receive additional federal policy updates 
from the American Soybean Association. 

To sign up or renew a membership, please visit mosoy.org, scan the QR 
code or reach out to Baylee Asbury at basbury@mosoy.org! 
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T
Times are exciting for the Missouri River, and that brings opportunities for Missouri’s soybean farmers. This hasn’t always been the case. 

In the 90s as a young child, I remember crossing the old Lexington bridge once a year on our way to the Missouri State Fair. Even then, 
the bridge was in rough condition and a bit scary to cross with a livestock trailer. I wasn’t aware at the time, but the bridge was somewhat 
of a symbol of the state of business and shipping on the river as well. Now, as you cross the river at Lexington, the new bridge completed 
in 2005 is also, in a way, a symbol of the resurgence and coming opportunity on the Missouri River. 

To have a full understanding of where we are now, it is helpful to know where we started. Two specific actions from Congress developed 
the river we know today. After a historic flood, the Pick-Sloan Flood Control Act of 1944 authorized the construction of six reservoirs in the 
upper basin in the name of flood control. Soon after, the 1945 River and Harbors Act created the Bank Stabilization and Navigation Pro-
gram (BSNP), which established structures along the river to create an authorized 9-foot-deep by 300-foot-wide self-scouring navigation 
channel from Sioux City, Iowa, to the mouth in St. Louis. Construction was fully completed in 1980.

The management complexity of the Missouri River is mostly unknown to the thousands of Missourians who cross it daily. Competing 
interests for water in the reservoirs, environmental issues, endangered species challenges and more make what seems to be a simple river 

The 
Resurgent 
Missouri 
River

                   By Shane Kinne, Coalition to Protect the Missouri River Executive Director
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a bog of red tape and frustration for those involved in advocating 
for its use. 

Due to the convergence of drought, economic recession and many 
of the previously mentioned issues, barge traffic and shipping on 
the river rapidly declined in the late 1990s and early 2000s. Un-
fortunately, that created a perception and mindset around the river 
that it wasn’t reliable, and that mindset has persisted. 

The good news for agriculture producers is that perception is sim-
ply no longer reality. The Coalition to Protect the Missouri River 
(CPMR) was formed in 2001 to begin tackling the many issues 
plaguing the Missouri River. Like-minded river users including ag-
riculture interests like Missouri Soybeans, water supply users, nav-
igators and more came together with one voice for the first time to 
have a positive impact on the management of the river. Since then, 
shipping has been gaining steam again on the river and currently 
in 2023, we have unmatched momentum and potential that should 
encourage every soybean farmer.

Thanks to investments and repairs to navigation structures in the 
Missouri River channel over the past several years, we are seeing an 
increased resiliency in the system. A large chunk of that investment 
is coming from the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL), which was 
passed in late 2021. This bill allocated $249 million specifically to 
the Missouri River BSNP to improve and repair navigation control 
structures. These repairs, though only partially complete, are al-
ready having a significant impact on the reliability of the channel 
and shipping on the river. 

Due to continued drought in the Upper Basin, 2022 was another 
low-runoff year with navigation support from the reservoirs run-
ning at minimum service for the entire season. Seasoned navigators 
and ports along the river share that the ongoing repairs on the river 
kept boats moving despite low water, when in previous dry years 
this likely would not have happened. This is great news in the name 
of a more resilient system, especially with much of that BIL invest-
ment yet to be completed on the river. 

When it comes to moving products such as fertilizer into our region 
and commodities out, supply chain resiliency is of utmost impor-
tance. A more reliable river will continue to be a key component 
of that. Agriservices of Brunswick’s commitment to the Missouri 
River is a key example. 

In 2012, many rail cars were diverted to the Bakken basin due to the 
oil boom. This created a railcar shortage forcing many elevators to 
shut down during harvest. There were several occasions that year 
that Agriservices of Brunswick was the only elevator within a 100-
mile radius that could accept soybeans. That was solely due to its 
ability to send soybeans straight onto barges on the Missouri River.

The Port of Blencoe owned by NEW Cooperative in Blencoe, Iowa, 
is another great example of this. The port is now in its third full year 

of operation on the Missouri River north of Omaha. This is a sig-
nificant success story and benefits farmers. Now, instead of truck-
ing soybeans and fertilizer across the entire state of Iowa from the 
Mississippi River, some of the best soybean acres in the world have 
more efficient access to the global market via the Missouri River. 

A study by the Soy Transportation Coalition showed that river ac-
cess for farmers directly increased farmer profitability due to the 
impact on basis. Though this study mostly showed that to be true 
along the Mississippi River, as reliability on the Missouri River con-
tinues to increase, that will also become true up the Missouri River 
coasts of Missouri, Kansas, Iowa and Nebraska. This is why busi-
nesses like Agriservices of Brunswick and NEW Cooperative, along 
with federal investments, are important and have a real impact on 
Missouri’s soybean farmers’ bottom line.

That is not to say there are not ongoing challenges on the Missouri 
River. Endangered species issues related to the management of the 
pallid sturgeon continue to impact those who live and work along 
the river as new habitat projects are considered. That is why CPMR 
and Missouri Soybeans are actively engaged in these discussions 
and have successfully worked with Rep. Sam Graves to ensure that 
these projects do not impact navigation, levees and other users. We 
will continue to strongly advocate on this issue. 

Bank stabilization has been a continual challenge on the Missou-
ri River with many farmers losing acres due to erosion caused by 
changes in river structures. CPMR was able to successfully work 
with Rep. Blaine Luetkemeyer in the Water Resources Development 
Act (WRDA) of 2022 to include a pilot program for the Army Corps 
of Engineers (USACE) to begin finally addressing these areas of 
erosion. 

In addition to those wins, we currently have a historic flood resil-
iency study and navigation resiliency study happening on the Mis-
souri River. Those studies will give us the opportunity to build on 
our current momentum and provide congressional authority for 
new actions and projects to continue to increase shipping opportu-
nities on the river as well as provide a more resilient system when 
it comes to flood risk reduction. 

These are just a few examples of the exciting things happening on 
the river. If you’re curious to hear more about the opportunities and 
challenges, please reach out. Given the current landscape of the riv-
er, Missouri soybean farmers should be hopeful and invigorated by 
the opportunity. CPMR thanks Missouri Soybeans for being a part-
ner in the effort to keep the Missouri River open for business!  

Thanks to investments and repairs to 

navigation structures in the Missouri River

channel over the past several years, we are

seeing an increased resiliency in the system.

             By Shane Kinne, Coalition to Protect the Missouri River Executive Director
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A COLLECTIVECOHORT
Legislation, leadership and lots of laughs – that’s the promise of 

Missouri and Iowa’s Policy Leaders Fellowship (PLF) program. 
Through a pivotal partnership, the Iowa and Missouri 

soybean associations joined forces to provide a collaborative, one-
year experience for young soybean farmers who possess a desire to 
learn more about the legislative process, all while improving their 
core leadership and advocacy skills. 

“The Missouri Soybean Association (MSA) is a farmer-led 
organization with strong grassroots support, and we’re very proud 
of that foundation,” said Matt Wright, MSA president. “Investing 
in the next generation of agricultural and policy leaders is key to 

serving Missouri’s soybean farmers. Our impact grows as we work 
together, and this is a great step forward for ensuring soybeans are 
front and center in Missouri and the Midwest well into the future.”

With a unified understanding, MSA and the Iowa Soybean 
Association (ISA) recognized there are ample agricultural 
leadership opportunities for growers. However, the organizations 
saw a significant gap in the policy space and were encouraged to 
create something from scratch. In a 2020 meeting of the minds, 
leaders from each organization pieced together an accelerated 
program for advocacy-minded soybean producers.

Two powerhouse commodity organizations partner 
to present the Policy Leaders Fellowship B

Y Samantha 
turner



“In an industry that seems to be under 
constant scrutiny, having people to 
effectively advocate on its behalf is critical,” 
said Baylee Asbury, Missouri Soybeans 
director of education and outreach. “PLF 
not only allows producers to take a deep 
dive into the policy process but also 
connect with leaders in the industry and 
have a better understanding of why the 
power of partnership is so important. Our 
partnership with ISA is what takes this 
program to the next level and offers an 
invaluable asset.” 

PLF gives participants a deep understanding 
of the policies, laws and regulations that 
affect agriculture, the soybean industry and 
rural America. Weaving travel and social 
interaction into the program curriculum, 
participants become aware of the role 
advocacy and a unified voice play in the 
Capitol. 

During the program, members travel 
anywhere from Jefferson City to Washington, 
D.C., and major farm shows in between. 
Major events include a kickoff orientation, 
MSA Annual Meeting, American Soybean 
Association (ASA) Hill visit fly-in and 
Commodity Classic. 

With constant communication from 
soybean staff outside of travel, members 
are equipped with educational resources at 
their fingertips to enact real change at the 
grassroots and national levels. 

“PLF was a great experience with some 
of the greatest people involved,” said 

past participant Ryan Wilson. “Missouri 
Soybeans put together an immersive 
experience that provides opportunities I 
would not have otherwise had. During the 
program, I gained a better understanding of 
what MSA does in terms of enacting pivotal 
policy and how I could get more involved.”

The unique program allows participants to 
explore and better understand challenging 
U.S. agricultural regulation and how it 
intersects with production agriculture and 
the value chain. Designed to empower 
farmer-to-farmer learning, the offering 
equips participants with the necessary 
knowledge and skillset to effectively 
advocate on behalf of agriculture and the 
soybean industry inside and outside of the 
Capitol. 

Politics is not a spectator sport. A single ill-
conceived bill or regulation can significantly 
impact a farmers' freedom to operate and 
their bottom line. Through a learn hard, 
play hard approach, PLF gives participants 
the opportunity to network with 
Midwestern farmers, Fortune 500 leaders, 
industry professionals and state and federal 
policymakers.

“With the challenges farmers have day to 
day, advocating at the local level sometimes 
doesn't always feel adequate,” said Rhonda 
Oesch, a current PLF member. “After almost 
a full year in the PLF program, I can think 
of no better way to advocate than with an 
agricultural support system like Missouri 
Soybeans. They help soybean farmers of 
course, but also Missouri agriculture as 

a whole. Being a part of something that is 
such an asset to the agriculture community 
is not only rewarding but eminently crucial.” 

The future of American agriculture depends 
on sound public policy and the development 
of leaders who share an appreciation for the 
legislative and regulatory process.

“Building the next generation of agricultural 
leaders is one of the core purposes of the 
program,” said Asbury. “These soybean 
growers turned advocates are our future 
commodity board members, elected officials 
and industry spokespeople.”

PLF targets talented young men and women 
who are involved in production agriculture 
and have a vast interest in the lawmaking 
system. 

Participants must be in good membership 
standing, and one member is selected from 
one of each of the seven grower districts in 
Missouri. 
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After almost a full 
year in the PLF 

program, I can think 
of no better way 
to advocate than 

with an agricultural 
support system like 
Missouri Soybeans.

RHONDA OESCH

"

continued on page 20
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FARM FAMILY DAYFARM FAMILY DAY
Members save $1 on adult gate 
admission, $5 on a one-day carnival 
ride wristband and up to $5 per 
ticket for the truck & tractor pull!
Exclusive savings only on Aug. 14
Coupons available only at county Farm Bureau offices.

STOP BY OUR BUILDING AT THE FAIR!

AUGUST 14

This year's participants include:

 Joseph Lau – District 1, Buchanan Co.
 Rhonda Oesch – District 2, Livingston Co.
 Trevor Jaco – District 3, Lewis Co. 
 Austin Moreland – District 4, Cass Co.
 Matt Moreland – District 4, Cass Co.
 Terrance LePage – District 5, Cole Co.

“This opportunity was so worth it for me, 
providing both personal and professional 
growth,” said Oesch. “PLF has been such an 
eye-opening experience where I got to be 
a better spokesperson and representative 
for not only my farm, also for others who 
can’t or don’t know how. I highly encourage 
more people to jump at this opportunity and 
enhance a skill set that strengthens them 

individually and for the betterment of the 
industry.” 

Interested in participating in the 2023-24 
MSA Policy Leaders Fellowship program? 
Reach out to Baylee Asbury for more 
information or assistance, or check out 
mosoy.org for applications in June. 
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WISHH connects Trade, Development & Food Security in 
Cambodia where fish account for 61% of households' 

animal protein intake. We cultivate trade with Cambodian 
feed mills that are buying U.S. soybean meal for the growing 
aquaculture industry that WISHH is developing. Our trade 
and development work makes protein more available in the 

country where 45% of Cambodians live in moderate or 
severe food insecurity.

Find out how WISHH’s three pillars of trade, development 
and food security cultivate new markets for U.S. Soy protein.

Make Moves with U.S. Soy

Trade. Development. Food Security.
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By Mike Steenhoek, 
Executive Director 
Soy Transportation Coalition

Of all the indicators defining whether a supply chain is effec-
tive, predictability and reliability are supreme. They are even 
more important than the cost or speed of transportation. If a 

shipper does not have confidence that the supply chain will arrive, 
depart and deliver as expected, that supply chain is by definition 
dysfunctional. Unfortunately, the soybean industry and the broader 
economy have experienced a number of supply chain challenges 
that have diminished the predictability and reliability that are nec-
essary for success. 

This past spring has served as a reminder how the pendulum can 
dramatically swing regarding navigation on the inland waterway 
system. In the fall of 2022, the main topic of discussion was the 
historically low water levels on the Mississippi River and other 
navigable rivers. By contrast, this spring we have witnessed high 
water levels that have presented challenges for barge transportation 
— particularly along the Upper Mississippi. 

In late 2022, much attention and concern were directed to the po-
tential of a railroad strike or lockout due to the inability for rail-
roads and labor unions to agree to a new five-year contract. The 
large question mark that was increasingly imposed on our nation’s 
freight rail industry created significant anxiety that the products 
grown, produced and consumed in the country may not be able to 
make the journey between supply and demand. That was an un-
acceptable scenario for agriculture and the many industries that 
depend upon reliable rail service. We were pleased President Biden 
and Congress were responsive to the concerns of agriculture and 
others and took the necessary action to prevent this significant sup-
ply chain disruption from occurring. 

Increasing attention has been devoted to the contract negotiations 
between the Pacific Maritime Association (PMA) and the Interna-
tional Longshore and Warehouse Union (ILWU) due to slowdowns 
and temporary work stoppages this spring at the ports of Los Ange-
les and Long Beach. 

The past several years have served as a vivid reminder to agri-
culture and the broader economy that supply chains matter. The 
prices and availability of goods at grocery and retail stores and the 
profitability of so many industries are closely linked to the reliabil-
ity, or lack thereof, of our multi-modal transportation system. This 
reliability has been negatively impacted by a variety of challeng-
es, including the COVID pandemic, weather, domestic and global 
economic stress, political unrest, energy scarcity and cost, manage-
ment and labor tension, and scarcity of workers. Americans used 
to take for granted that our transportation system would reliably 
connect supply with demand, but unfortunately, that often has not 
occurred during the past several years. 

Historically, when transportation leaders and stakeholders have de-
liberated on supply chain priorities, focus was often devoted to in-
creasing capacity, decreasing costs or enhancing speed. These pri-
orities are still critical, but increasing energy and attention are now 
being devoted to promoting greater resilience to the supply chain. It 
is not sufficient to have a multi-modal transportation system that is 
economical and fast. It must also be able to withstand the challeng-
es imposed by an increasingly unpredictable world.
 
When defining resiliency, most tend to focus on the ability or ca-
pacity to recover quickly from difficulties. As our nation’s leaders 
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Visit BensonHillFarmers.com or
call (314) 594-7624 to

EARN MORE.

2024 SOYBEAN CONTRACTS
OPENING SOON IN MISSOURI.

Missouri soybean farmers can take advantage of new 
value-added markets to grow high-protein, non-GMO varieties 
designed for rapidly growing industries such as plant-based 
foods, healthier oils, and aquaculture.

Benson Hill's end customers include some of the world's largest 
ingredient and food manufacturers. And the crush destination 
is often just north of Missouri, in Creston, Iowa, where we 
operate our facility for producing white flake and high-value, 
texturized flour products from soy. Through this integrated 
model, Missouri soybean farmers are working to deliver 
options to consumers that are more sustainably produced and 
traceable – bringing consumers and farmers closer together.

Are you ready to play a pivotal role in helping to shape the 
future of food while optimizing your farm's profit potential at 
the same time?

Benson Hill has given us a really great 
opportunity to increase revenue per acre and 

then do something that we're proud of because 
we're producing protein that can literally change 

the world and the food system. 

AARON LEE C O R N E R S T O N E
FAM I LY  FA R M S
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and stakeholders endeavor to build greater 
resiliency into our multi-modal transporta-
tion system, I think we would be well ad-
vised to expand our definition. 

I believe a helpful analogy is from the sport 
of boxing. When considering what makes a 
resilient boxer, it is a function of three abil-
ities:

 The ability to slip a punch
 The ability to absorb a punch
 The ability to recover from a punch

Slipping a punch involves the ability to avoid 
getting hit. It results from anticipating what 
kind of attacks will occur when they will 
occur, and how they will occur. If we want 
to promote an infrastructure that is able to 
slip the punches that may emerge, we must 
enhance our preparation, predictive anal-
ysis and forecasting; communication lines 
among impacted constituencies; and the 
promotion of innovative designs. 

Even if a boxer is overall effective at avoid-
ing getting hit, there will be times when the 
boxer will be punched. At that moment, 

the question is whether the boxer can ab-
sorb the punch and resume the match or 
whether the boxer will no longer be able 
to proceed. This is the reason why boxers 
in training emphasize sit ups and other 
core-strengthening exercises. Our transpor-
tation system will be hit by any number of 
challenges. The question, therefore, is what 
are the sit-ups that are needed to ensure 
our infrastructure can absorb the punches 
that will indeed occur. Is our nation doing 
the preventative maintenance and enhance-
ments to fortify our infrastructure? This 
also involves not “putting all your eggs in 
one basket” by promoting multiple supply 
chain options. The more diverse the supply 
chain, the better positioned agriculture, and 
the overall economy, will be. 

Finally, there will be occasions in which 
even the most nimble and physically fit box-
er will be hit and drop to the canvas. When 
that occurs, the question is how quickly the 
boxer can recover and rise from the canvas. 
If we want an infrastructure that can quick-
ly rise from canvas, it is not only a func-
tion of deploying resources, but it is also a 

function of having policies and procedures 
in place that allow those resources to be 
quickly deployed. After all, a well-equipped 
ambulance is not effective if it arrives an 
hour after the emergency call was issued. 

The Soy Transportation Coalition, working 
with the Missouri Soybean Merchandising 
Council, will continue to promote greater 
resiliency in the agricultural supply chain. 
From promoting the deepening of the lower 
Mississippi River, to greater export capacity 
in the Pacific Northwest, to more reliable 
rail service, to greater capacity of trucking, 
to more cost-effective ways of replacing and 
repairing rural bridges, to utilizing soy-
based asphalt and concrete sealants to pre-
serve the life of roads, soybean farmers are 
focused on ensuring our supply chain can 
enable the industry to remain competitive 
and profitable in an increasingly unpredict-
able world. Having a resilient infrastruc-
ture is key to this, and much of this effort 
to achieve this must occur earlier. The best 
time to respond to a challenge is before the 
challenge, rather than after it. 
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Lt. Gov. Mike Kehoe is rooted in relationships. Whether it be valued meetings with soy-
bean growers, casual conversations with cattle ranchers, sessions in the Capitol with 
state legislators or spending quality time with friends and family – Kehoe under-

stands the sincere importance of connection. 

Mike Kehoe currently serves as Missouri’s 48th lieutenant governor. Prior to this position, he 
represented the Sixth Senatorial District as a state senator, and led Missouri as the Assistant 
Majority Leader and Majority Leader. 
 

Kehoe and his wife, Claudia, have called mid-Missouri home for more than 30 years and are 
the proud parents of four children. A man of strong faith and family values, Kehoe stays 

grounded in his relationships throughout the state. 

Kehoe personally understands agriculture as a first-generation farmer, raising cattle on his 
farm in Phelps and Pulaski counties. His consistent support for the agricultural community 

and soybean stakeholders on key issues was noted by the Missouri Soybean Association’s (MSA) 
board of directors in its decision to endorse Kehoe for governor in 2024.

“As a first-generation farmer, the agricultural industry has been wonderful to Claudia and me,” said 
Kehoe. "We have built some incredible relationships, and our farm family has become as important 
to us as our own family. I appreciate the support agriculture has given me, and I’ll always remember 
those who helped us on this journey.”

As the youngest of six kids, raised by a single mother in St. Louis, Kehoe never thought he would end 
up owning and operating a farm. When Kehoe was just 15, he started working at Dave Sinclair Ford in St. 

Louis County. The owner of the dealership, Dave Sinclair, became a mentor to Kehoe and helped him learn 
not only about selling cars but also about the agriculture industry at his farm in Phelps County outside of St. 
James.

“When you worked for Dave, some days you washed cars, some days you fixed fence down at his farm,” said 
Kehoe. “I got that taste of what it was like to be on a farm and in that rural setting, and I fell in love 

with the outdoors and agriculture.”

In 1984 at the young age of 22, Kehoe bought his first 20-acre ranch, running horses 
and a dozen Charolais momma cows. Kehoe lovingly named the family operation C 

bar K Ranch in honor of his late sister, Carol. 

“You are always building relationships in agriculture,” said Kehoe. “At the sale 
barn, with your cattle buyers, with the feed suppliers, you build those rela-
tionships, and I think that relationship building becomes very important in 

policy discussions.”

In conversation, Kehoe continuously reiterates agriculture bands to-
gether and consistently works to better the industry. Through bills 
and banter in the Capitol, agriculture never ceases to join forces for 

the betterment of the farmers' livelihood.

KEHOE

THE RETURN ON RELATIONSHIPS

From The Missouri Soybean Association
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Kehoe elaborated, “I think that’s how you 
move public policy forward. You build rela-
tionships at all levels of government.”

Kehoe built strong rapport with Sinclair, 
and through his hard work and determina-
tion, he moved up in the automotive indus-
try, eventually acquiring his own dealership 
in Jefferson City. He has received the Time 
Magazine Quality Dealer Award and Ford’s 
President Award and was inducted into the 
Automotive Hall of Fame. Today, Kehoe re-
mains a small businessman at heart, never 
forgetting the lessons learned at Mike Ke-
hoe Ford-Lincoln.

When asked what type of candidate agricul-
ture needs, Kehoe stated he firmly believes 
there are two attributes Missourians need 
to look for in a future governor. First, the 
candidate should be business minded.

“I think people who have signed both sides 
of the check have a unique look on policy,” 
said Kehoe. 

Secondly, Missouri needs someone who can 
communicate across party lines.

“Politicians need to understand you can 
disagree with somebody while still main-
taining a relationship with them to move 
things forward,” said Kehoe. “Maybe it’s not 
the core issue you believe in, but there will 
be other issues that come along. If you don’t 
have good relationships in the legislature, it 
doesn’t work.”

Kehoe got his start in Missouri politics 
when he was appointed by Gov. Matt Blunt 
to serve on the Highway Commission from 
2005 to 2010. 

“I started to get very passionate about what 
our infrastructure system meant,” said Ke-
hoe. “It's very important to our agricultural 
community. Many people think infrastruc-
ture is our main interstate system, but our 
farm-to-market roads are the backbone of 
this state. Ensuring a robust infrastructure 
system for our economy and agricultural 
families is what drove me to pursue public 
policy.” 

From 2011 to 2018, Kehoe advocated for 
agriculture and Missouri as a state senator. 
Through his leadership and strong relation-
ships with both Republicans and Demo-
crats, Kehoe was selected as Floor Leader. 

“As Floor Leader, you don’t sponsor a lot of 
bills, but you have fingerprints on just about 
everything,” said Kehoe. "The three years I 
was Floor Leader, we were able to move a 
lot of legislation that helped electric co-ops 
and the agricultural community. I worked 
closely with the federal delegation to stop 
infringement into our family farms.”

To Kehoe, some of the biggest hurdles fac-
ing the agricultural industry include politics 
itself.

“I think we need to get government out of 
the famers’ way,” said Kehoe. “Farmers are 
smart, and they are resilient. I think making 
sure that government is there when they 
need it, but not overly burdensome with 
regulations and things that make their jobs 
tougher.”

The 2024 gubernatorial race is important 
for many Missourians. According to Kehoe, 
this cycle is about securing Missouri’s fu-
ture.

“Missouri is headed in the right direction, 
but we need to make sure we have a gov-
ernor who understands how important this 
momentum is,” said Kehoe. “The next gov-
ernor must be an experienced leader who is 
prepared to govern on Day 1 and is ready to 
take advantage of the opportunities in front 
of Missourians. I think Claudia and I fit that 
bill, and we are ready to lead.”

Farmers across the state strongly believe 
Kehoe has the vision to expand agriculture’s 
reach in Missouri and that he will contin-
ue to build upon the Show-Me State’s No. 1 
commodity – soybeans.

“It’s critical that we have a friend of agri-
culture in the Capitol, serving with as much 
passion to better the industry as we are 
through the Association,” said Matt Wright, 
MSA president. “Soybean producers are 

faced with issues every day that heavily 
impact the way we operate on our family 
farms. Having Kehoe in office offers our 
growers relief from stifling state policy.”

As the growers’ voice on policy for more 
than 50 years, MSA takes pride in its can-
didate selection and support.

“It’s difficult for me to single out just one ac-
complishment for agriculture from Lt. Gov. 
Kehoe,” said Gary Wheeler, CEO and exec-
utive director of Missouri Soybeans. “You 
can tell agriculture remains important to 
the lieutenant governor. From helping pass 
'Right to Farm' to presiding on the concen-
trated animal feeding operation bill, he sup-
ports the value of all sectors of agriculture, 
from row crops to livestock.”

His support of the agricultural communi-
ty is proven through his chairmanship of 
various committees including the Show Me 
Missouri Food, Beverage and Forest Prod-
ucts Manufacturing Initiative Task Force. 

“I’m proud to receive this important early 
endorsement for governor from the Mis-
souri Soybean Association and stand with 
their hard-working farmers as we work to 
make Missouri’s agriculture industry the 
best it can be,” Kehoe said. “Soybean farm-
ers and their industry’s extraordinary eco-
nomic impact in Missouri as one of our top 
commodities cannot be understated. Their 
success is Missouri’s success, and we all 
have a critical role to play to ensure these 
hard-working producers have the tools they 
need to be successful.”

Missouri Soybeans is proud of its relation-
ship with Kehoe and many other elected 
officials who make decisions on behalf of 
farmers every day. It’s with these strength-
ened relationships that Missouri Soybeans 
believes agriculture can progress and re-
main innovative for generations to come. 

Join MSA and the soybean producers of 
Missouri in supporting Mike Kehoe, friend 
of agriculture, in the 2024 gubernatorial 
race.

To learn more about MSA's Policy Efforts 
visit mosoy.org/msa.

STEWARD TO 
STATESMAN

MORE FOR 
MISSOURI AG
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 EDITORIAL

This year’s legislative session in Jefferson City was filled with discus-
sion and debate on tax deductions and credits which affect Missou-
ri’s businesses and the economy in which they operate. The Missou-

ri Soybean Association (MSA) fosters awareness of needed law changes 
through a network of legislators, professionals and industry thought lead-
ers throughout the state. And, many of these proposed changes would di-
rectly impact the bottom line for Missouri farmers and their families. 

One proposal, with a far-reaching perspective, is the proposed capital gains 
exclusion from income for farmers selling land to beginning farmers and 
for leasing land to beginning farmers. By making an exclusion from taxable 
income, this provision not only incentivizes retiring landowners to look 
for local individuals as the future of Missouri agriculture, but it also gives 
the beginning farmer an edge in becoming owners of Missouri farmland. 
Working through the math with representatives and accountants, the cap-
ital gains exclusion creates roughly a $500 per acre tax savings for the 
seller, which is substantial enough to start the conversation of selling to a 
beginning farmer rather than to a highest bidder. A farmer can take advan-
tage of this by selling land to a beginning farmer and paying no tax on the 
gain from the sale of the land.

Further, the definition of a beginning farmer needed to be broad enough 
to not inadvertently exclude young entrepreneurs who have had livestock 
or crops since an early age. Think tank-type discussions throughout the 
process helped make this proposal not only effective but also able to be 
utilized right away to make an impact on who owns Missouri farmland in 
the future.

Federal tax law favors those having capital gains by creating a lower tax 
rate on capital gains than on ordinary income. Missouri tax law has no 
lower rate on capital gains. Several other states in the Midwest have tax 
laws on their books that promote sales of farmland to younger farmers. 
Missouri had no such law.

Another example of forward thinking is working to get the Missouri Busi-
ness Income Deduction available for farmers. In 2018, federal tax law 
implemented the Qualified Business Income Deduction where 20% of 
business income is excluded from being taxed. Missouri enacted a similar 
provision whereby a percentage of income is also excluded from Missouri 
taxation, starting at 5% and increasing over time, currently at 15% of in-
come. 

However, unlike the federal deduction, which is available to farm income, 
Missouri’s version of the deduction is for businesses but is not for farmers. 
MSA worked with legislatures and with tax professionals at our firm to 
insert into the legislative process a correction to this slight against farmers. 
This is only asking for a level playing field for Missouri agriculture.

To have an effective policy for Missouri agriculture, it takes a concerted 
effort that starts with the farmer. Seeking to understand how matters such 
as Missouri taxation of agricultural profits works by being engaged with, 
asking questions of, and having strategic conversations with accountants, 
legislators, local farm groups and statewide associations helps shape the 
future of Missouri agriculture. Gr
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by Bobby Medlin, CPA UTILIZE FARM 
INCOME AVERAGING.  

Farm income averaging allows farm 
taxable income to be spread over four 
taxable years and is surprisingly an un-
derutilized tax break for farmers.  If your 
tax professional indicates an indifference 
to explaining how farm income averag-
ing works, it should be a signal to you 
to press for an explanation from a pro-
fessional who understands farming.  You 
don’t have to be a “farmer” to use farm 
income averaging, you only must have 

some farm income.

FULLY CAPTURE BASIS 
FROM ALL 

INHERITED ASSETS.  

Almost all assets you inherit will carry 
a fair market value to you.  In many cas-
es, basis can be deducted or depreciat-
ed, saving you tens of thousands of tax 
dollars.  In those times when farm assets 
transfer to the next generation due to a 
death in the family, get professional ad-
vice prior to filing any tax returns.   The 
result could be a large cash savings to 
your operation through reduced income 

taxes.

UNDERSTAND 
FAMILY EMPLOYMENT.  

In a family farming operation, properly 
employing family members working in 
the operation and providing benefits to 
the family employees can result in tax-
free cash to the family.   Many benefits 
exist from hiring family employees, in-
cluding utilizing standard deductions 
available to children, providing tax-de-
ductible medical insurance and medical 
benefits, retirement plan contribution 
deductions and an increased Qualified 
Business Income Deduction, in some 

cases. 



WISHH works with international 
associations to build lasting 
potential for U.S. soy trade.

WISHH works with international 
associations to build lasting 
potential for U.S. soy trade.

WISHH is a program of the American Soybean Association and is funded in part 
by the United Soybean Board and state soybean board checkoff programs. 

Connect with WISHH 
wishh.org
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 RECIPES

Scan the QR 
Code or visit 

MoSoy.org/
Recipes for 

more!

Miso Honey 
Roasted Plums

Ingredients
8-10 plums
1 cup honey

1/4 cup white miso
1/2 teaspoon sesame oil

Vanilla ice cream

Directions:
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.

Slice plums into quarters and remove pits.

Combine honey, miso and sesame oil.

Toss plums in honey mixture and place in a 
lined baking dish.

Bake for 20 minutes until tender.

Serve warm with a scoop of vanilla ice 
cream.

Miso 
Caramel 
Coconut 
Cheesecake
Ingredients
Crust:
1 3/4 cups graham cracker crumbs
1/3 cup margarine
1/4 cup granulated sugar

Filling:
1 (12.3 oz.) package drained silken tofu
1 1/2 (8 oz.) package softened cream cheese
1 cup granulated sugar
2 tablespoons AP flour
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
3 eggs
2 teaspoons white miso paste

Topping:
2 cups toasted coconut
1/4 cup premade caramel
2 teaspoons white miso paste

Directions:
Topping:
Toast 2 cups of coconut at 325 degrees for 10 minutes 
checking often. Set aside.

Warm 1/4 cup of store-bought caramel in a saucepan 
with 2 teaspoons of white miso paste. Set aside.
 
Crust:
Combine crumbs, margarine and sugar into bowl; mix 
well.

Press into bottom of greased 10-inch springform pan.

Filling:
Combine tofu, cream cheese, sugar, flour, vanilla, eggs 
and miso into a food processor and blend until smooth.

Pour filling into springform pan and bake at 350 
degrees for 50 minutes until center is set.

Let cool for 1 hour and then refrigerate.

Once fully cooled, top with caramel and coconut.



30
 FEATURE

Digging into an 
Outdoor Project?
Before you dig, dial 811 or visit 
www.call811.com to protect 
underground utilities. 

Careless digging poses a threat 
to people, pipelines and underground 
facilities. Contact 811 first and help 
keep our community safe.

Missouri’s Electric
Cooperatives
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Growing interest from state and federal policymakers on en-

vironmental issues has led to increased efforts to reduce the 
carbon footprint of various industries, including transpor-

tation. Low-carbon fuels such as biodiesel, renewable diesel and 
sustainable aviation fuel continue to be a preferred alternative to 
traditional fossil fuels, and lawmakers remain committed to priori-
tizing policies promoting their use.

At the federal level, the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) has been 
a significant driver of growth in the biodiesel and renewable die-
sel fuel industry. The RFS sets annual volume targets for different 
types of renewable fuel including biodiesel and renewable diesel, 
which has had a positive impact on Missouri farmers.

As federal policymakers continue to debate the impact biodiesel, re-
newable diesel and sustainable aviation fuel play in issues of carbon 
reduction and energy independence, states are increasingly taking 
on leadership roles in developing and implementing comprehen-
sive carbon policies. Nearly half of U.S. states have aggressive, econ-
omy-wide and/or sector-specific carbon policies, many of which are 
legally enforceable targets. These states represent more than 50% 
of the U.S. population and at least 40% of the on-road fuel market.

Most of this state activity has taken place on our coasts. California 
became the first state in the nation to adopt the California Low Car-
bon Fuel Standard (LCFS), which is viewed as the gold standard of 
environmental policy. The California LCFS utilizes a mix of state 
regulation and market-based methods directing obligated parties to 
choose how they will reduce emissions while providing consumers 
with clean energy options.

This program has provided a successful market for biodiesel and 
renewable diesel. Since 2017, biomass-based diesel has contributed 
nearly half of the carbon reductions in the program providing the 
biggest source of carbon reductions. In 2022, more than 1.5 billion 
gallons of biomass-based diesel was used, displacing nearly half of 
the entire diesel fuel pool in the state of California.

Other Western states including New Mexico and Colorado have 
shown interest in similar policy. This year, New Mexico nearly 
passed a Clean Fuel Standard that would have reduced the carbon 
intensity of fuels used in the state by at least 20% compared to 2018 
levels by 2030 and 30% by 2040. Legislation was also introduced in 
New Mexico that would have provided a 50 cents per gallon income 

and corporate tax credit for the blending of biodiesel. While these 
bills ultimately did not pass, they indicated a willingness to pursue 
policies benefiting our industry and creating new markets.

In Colorado, expected legislation will exempt biodiesel and renew-
able diesel from the state’s excise tax for special fuels. Supported 
by Clean Fuels’ member Chevron Renewable Energy Group, this 
program will mark a significant win for the industry while helping 
to grow demand for biodiesel and renewable diesel in Colorado’s 
635-million-gallon diesel market.

On the East Coast, New York, Massachusetts, Connecticut and 
Maryland have adopted aggressive carbon reduction mandates 
culminating in net-zero carbon emissions by 2050. While many of 
these carbon reduction efforts have focused on full electrification of 
the transportation and heating and cooling sectors, more states are 
discussing and adopting policies that encourage and, in some cas-
es, mandate, low-carbon liquid fuels such as biodiesel, renewable 
diesel, Bioheat fuel and sustainable aviation fuel (SAF). New York, 
Connecticut and Rhode Island have adopted Bioheat fuel mandates 
that require increasing amounts of biodiesel to be blended with tra-
ditional heating oil.

Vermont is on the verge of adopting a Clean Heat Standard, a pro-
gram similar to California’s LCFS, requiring heating oil dealers and 
suppliers to purchase or sell credits depending on the carbon con-
tent of their heating fuel. Credits are generated when suppliers take 
measures to lower the carbon content of their fuel, which includes 
selling low-carbon fuels such as biodiesel and renewable diesel.

The Race 
for RFS
By Paul Winters, Director of Public Affairs and Federal 
Communications, Clean Fuels Alliance America



Digging into an 
Outdoor Project?
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www.call811.com to protect 
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keep our community safe.
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WWW.MYFCSFINANCIAL.COM

1.800.444.3276
Find an office near you:

FCS Financial and Farm Credit Southeast Missouri are equal opportunity providers.

We didn’t just give them a loan, 
we invested in rural Missouri.

WWW.FARMCREDITSEMO.COM

a	You may be eligible for lower percentage 
down payment in partnership with Farm 
Service Agency loans

a	We can help coordinate with federal and 
state loan guarantee programs

a	Loans available for real estate, operating 
expenses, machinery and equipment 
purchases, capital improvements 

a	Experienced staff to help you through the 
financing process

Young, Beginning or Small Farmers
If you’re a farmer age thirty-five years or younger, a beginning farmer or a small farm operator, we have 
a loan program to fit your needs.  Most of us grew up on farms or in rural communities, and many of us 
still live on farms today.  Our passion for rural Missouri drives us but our experience and knowledge of 
rural financing sets us apart from other lenders.

 FEATURE
Massachusetts, Maryland, New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania are looking at similar propos-
als for either the heating or transportation 
sector — or both. In New York, the largest 
consumer of diesel fuel for both heating 
and transportation in the Northeast, state 
officials are looking at a California-like 
cap-and-invest program that would lower 
the carbon output of all liquid fuels and all 
manufacturers who emit carbon.

In the Midwest, state policy supporting re-
newable fuels takes various forms with the 
most common being tax incentives used to 
promote the sale and/or production. These 
programs garner robust support from 
stakeholders that help build large coali-
tions advocating for passage of legislation. 
Last year, we saw significant victories in 
Illinois, Iowa and Missouri. Illinois suc-
cessfully passed legislation exempting the 
state’s sales tax for biodiesel blends using 
more than 19% biodiesel. Illinois is also 
the first Midwest state to incentivize the 
sale of renewable diesel. In May, Iowa Gov.
Kim Reynolds signed into law the “Biofuels 
Access Bill”, which doubled the Biodiesel 
Production Tax Credit and created a first-

of-its-kind incentive for the sale of B30+. 
Missouri also approved legislation creating 
new incentives for the sale and production 
of biodiesel.

In total, these three pieces of legislation will 
result in an additional 280 million gallons 
of biodiesel demand. These accomplish-
ments were the result of the extraordinary 
effort by state soybean associations who ad-
vocated tirelessly to state lawmakers about 
the positive impact these policies will have 
for soybean farmers. These bills have also 
led states such as Nebraska, Indiana and 
Michigan to pursue biodiesel incentives.

Another successful Midwest biodiesel poli-
cy is the Minnesota B20 Standard. This law 
requires diesel fuel sold in the state to con-
tain a B20 blend from April 15 through the 
end of September. From October through 
March, the standard reverts to B5. In the 
spring, there is a transition from B5 to B20 
where the minimum blend level is B10 to 
provide fuel retailers time to build up inven-
tory. This bill has resulted in a 120 million 
gallon biodiesel market in the state.

In other Midwest states, discussions sur-
rounding a Low Carbon Fuel Standard have 
increased. These proposals, similar to the 
California LCFS, are designed to decrease 
the carbon intensity of transportation fuels 
and provide an increasing range of low-car-
bon and renewable alternatives (such as 
biodiesel and renewable diesel), which will 
reduce dependency on petroleum-based fu-
els. While these carbon programs have been 
successful due to the positive impact of bio-
diesel and renewable diesel, state soybean 
organizations should monitor these policy 
discussions to ensure they remain fuel and 
technology neutral and adequately account 
for positive farming practices.

Throughout these debates and discussions, 
Clean Fuels’ state and federal teams contin-
uously advocate for policies that will bring 
added value to our industry and to soybean 
farmers. We rely heavily on our relation-
ships and the partnerships we have with 
state soybean members, producer members 
and other key industry stakeholders to ad-
vocate to policymakers about the economic 
and environmental impact of our fuels. 

Built to handle the largest farming operations, the Brent® Avalanche® 
98-Series dual-auger grain carts are our most powerful yet and 

feature our trademark pivoting, unloading auger and a directional 
downspout to discharge grain straight down during the unloading 

process. The result is a bigger, faster grain cart designed to 
handle your harvest with maximum efficiency.

Unverferth Manufacturing Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 357 • Kalida, OH 45853

unverferth.com

1598

1398
1198

BRENTEQUIP.COM

BIGGER. FASTER.
BETTER.

avalanche dual-auger grain carts

VISIT BRENTEQUIP.COM OR SEE YOUR 
NEAREST DEALER FOR MORE INFORMATION.
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Fifth Generation
MSA President, Matt Wright, shares his memories 

of farm, family and being the fifth generation.

 Q & A

Q: Tell us a little about yourself.Q: Tell us a little about yourself.

A:A:  I am a fifth-generation farmer on both sides of my family tree. I I am a fifth-generation farmer on both sides of my family tree. I 
live in western Marion County with my wife, Erin, and four kids, Levi, live in western Marion County with my wife, Erin, and four kids, Levi, 
Nathan, Abigail and Elisabeth. I love watching my kids compete in Nathan, Abigail and Elisabeth. I love watching my kids compete in 
sports and play music.sports and play music.

Q: What is your favorite planting or Q: What is your favorite planting or 
harvest snack?harvest snack?

A: A: Beef jerkyBeef jerky

Q: How do you take your coffee?Q: How do you take your coffee?

A: A: Sweeter than I should.Sweeter than I should.

Q: Tell us about your farm.Q: Tell us about your farm.

A: A: I have a diversified row-crop and cattle farm. I I have a diversified row-crop and cattle farm. I 
raise soybeans, corn, cows and kids.raise soybeans, corn, cows and kids.

Q: Tell us about your favorite memory on Q: Tell us about your favorite memory on 
the farm. the farm. 

A: A: The times I get to work with family, whether it be my parents or The times I get to work with family, whether it be my parents or 
my kids. Those are the best memories. my kids. Those are the best memories. 

Q: Does your family implement any Q: Does your family implement any 
sustainable practices? sustainable practices? 

A: A: We use no-till and minimum till extensively. I have also laid tile We use no-till and minimum till extensively. I have also laid tile 
and built miles and miles of terraces to keep the soil where it belongs. and built miles and miles of terraces to keep the soil where it belongs. 
Doing conservation work with the dozer is one of my favorite things to Doing conservation work with the dozer is one of my favorite things to 
do.do.

Q: What is your involvement in Q: What is your involvement in 
agriculture?agriculture?

A: A: I have been riding in tractors since before I was born. It is all I I have been riding in tractors since before I was born. It is all I 

have ever known. I vividly remember riding with both my parents in have ever known. I vividly remember riding with both my parents in 
those 4430s and 4630s for hours. Those moments shaped who I am those 4430s and 4630s for hours. Those moments shaped who I am 
as a farmer and a dad. This is what drives me to do everything I can as a farmer and a dad. This is what drives me to do everything I can 
to protect and preserve both the land and this way of life for the next to protect and preserve both the land and this way of life for the next 
generation of farmers in my family.generation of farmers in my family.

Q: Who is your favorite farm influencer to Q: Who is your favorite farm influencer to 
follow?follow?

A: A: Investing and marketing TweetersInvesting and marketing Tweeters

Q: Who is your biggest Q: Who is your biggest 
influence?influence?

A: A: Growing up, definitely my parents. I was blessed with wise, Growing up, definitely my parents. I was blessed with wise, 
generous, hard-working parents who taught me the things I needed to generous, hard-working parents who taught me the things I needed to 
be a good dad myself. Now, my wife, Erin, is the one who helps me be a be a good dad myself. Now, my wife, Erin, is the one who helps me be a 
better person every day.better person every day.

Q: Should tractors be red or green?Q: Should tractors be red or green?

A: A: I’ve grown up with mostly green, so I stick pretty close I’ve grown up with mostly green, so I stick pretty close 
to John Deere.to John Deere.

Q: What are you listening to while Q: What are you listening to while 
working?working?

A: A: A variety; I don’t stay with one thing very long.A variety; I don’t stay with one thing very long.

Q: What would you tell your kids or Q: What would you tell your kids or 
other next-gens to encourage them to be other next-gens to encourage them to be 
involved in agriculture? involved in agriculture? 

A: A: Agriculture is such a rewarding industry in so many ways. There Agriculture is such a rewarding industry in so many ways. There 
are endless opportunities in ag to accommodate a person of just about are endless opportunities in ag to accommodate a person of just about 
any skill set.any skill set.
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 NEWS

The Missouri Soybean Association (MSA) and Missouri Soy-
bean Merchandising Council (MSMC) welcome three interns 
for the summer of 2023: Jackson Bailey, Luke Hopper and 

Hannah Bockting. The students represent a range of work experi-
ence and agricultural backgrounds, all attending the University of 
Missouri-Columbia.

“At Missouri Soybeans, we value our summer internship program 
and enjoy hosting students for an immersive professional working 
experience,” said Gary Wheeler, Missouri Soybeans CEO and ex-
ecutive director. “Our interns help us further serve the Missouri 
soybean farmer and achieve the mission and vision of our orga-
nization. Our goal is to provide students interested in the soybean 
sector with a robust, hands-on experience that encourages them to 
get involved in the industry in the future.” 

Jackson Bailey is serving as the 2023 summer policy and producer 
outreach intern. Raised in Willow Springs, Jackson gained a first-
hand understanding of the importance of agriculture to the state 
of Missouri. Jackson is a senior at the University of Missouri-Co-
lumbia, double-majoring in constitutional democracy and political 
science with a minor in history. He is also a current member of Phi 
Alpha Delta Pre-Law Fraternity and the Federalist Society. 

"My interest in the summer policy and producer outreach intern-
ship with Missouri Soybeans stems from my rural background and 
interest in how policy can advance the interests of Missouri farm-
ers,” said Jackson. "This summer, I hope to enrich my understand-
ing of the industry, interact with Missouri's hard-working soybean 
farmers and learn from my colleagues' knowledge of the legislative 
process."

Luke Hopper is joining the Missouri Soybeans team as the research 
and agronomy intern. Luke is from Chillicothe, where he grew up 
on a cow-calf operation and helps run the family business, Hopper 
Electric. Luke is a junior studying agribusiness management. He is 
a member of Alpha Gamma Rho and is in the Agribusiness Club 
on campus. 

“I have a desire to keep learning,” said Luke. “This summer, I hope 
to expand my knowledge of the soybean industry and the agronom-
ic practices that further the sector. This internship will help provide 
an immersive experience that will prepare me for my future career 
path.” 

Hannah Bockting is the communication and education intern for 
the 2023 internship experience. Hannah is a sophomore at the Uni-
versity of Missouri – Columbia, where she is pursuing her bache-
lor's degree in agricultural education, leadership and communica-
tion with a minor in agribusiness management. Hannah’s collegiate 
activities include Agricultural Educational Society and Fighting 
Pretty Mizzou. 

“I have always felt passionate about agriculture advocacy, which is 
why I was drawn to the communications and education internship 
program,” said Hannah. “I believe you never learn anything new 
inside your comfort zone, and I knew this program would challenge 
me to try new things and meet new people.” 

The Missouri Soybean Association is a statewide membership or-
ganization working to increase the profitability of Missouri soybean 
farmers through advocacy and education efforts across the state.

The Missouri Soybean Merchandising Council is a statewide, farm-
er-led organization focused on improving opportunities for Missou-
ri soybean farmers through a combination of research, outreach, 
education and market development efforts through the soybean 
checkoff. To learn more, explore mosoy.org. 

Missouri Soybeans Brings 
On Three Summer Interns

by Samantha Turner
Student interns from the University of Missouri join the Missouri Soybeans’ staff for an educational internship experience.

Hannah Bockting
Luke H

opper

Jackson Bailey



unitedsoybean.org

Whether it’s improving soybean 
meal to outperform the 
competition or promoting the 
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According to the Congressional Research Service, “The farm 
bill is an omnibus, multiyear law that governs an array of 
agricultural and food programs. It provides an opportunity 

for policymakers to comprehensively and periodically address ag-
ricultural and food issues. In addition to developing and enacting 
farm legislation, Congress is involved in overseeing its implementa-
tion. The farm bill typically is renewed about every five years. Since 
the 1930s, Congress has enacted 18 farm bills.” (By the way, if it’s 
been a hot minute since those high school civics or college policy 
classes, an omnibus bill is simply a proposed law that covers several 
diverse or unrelated topics).

CRS did a nice job with its synopsis, but what goes unmentioned is 
the lengthy process leading up to reauthorization — and the incredi-
ble, concerted effort required of farm organizations (and important-
ly, the farmers they represent) to get each new farm bill across the 
finish line. ASA has been involved actively in this process since the 
inception of farm bills (1933, to be exact), strategically pushing soy’s 
needs. The pending farm bill is no exception: We began collecting 
information from growers way back in fall of 2021 so we could pre-
pare our 2023 Farm Bill priorities document and publicly release it 
over a year ago, May 2022, with ASA leading the ag group pack in 
sharing soy’s needs here on Capitol Hill. 

After what could be characterized fairly as countless hours of infor-
mational meetings and listening sessions with soy members (seri-
ously, there was a whole lot of Zoom going on!), a comprehensive 
grower survey, drafting ASA’s priorities and reaching a consensus 
for approval, the real work began: Circulating those priorities on 
the Hill; seeking media on our farm bill concerns; arranging myriad 
meetings with key legislators for both ASA staff and farmer lead-
ers; mobilizing like-minded agriculture and other groups to sign 
on to a farm bill budget letter led by ASA—and that garnered more 
than 400 signatures back in March; preparing ASA leaders to testify 

multiple times before Congress on various components and titles 
of the farm bill — and assisting soy states with their own hearing 
preparations as needed; calling on ASA members to participate in 
grassroots farm bill feedback opportunities; additional coalition ef-
forts; and much more. Again, the reauthorization process described 
by CRS is the duck above the water, with Congress, agriculture 
groups like ASA and other interested parties paddling frenetically 
(but purposefully) under the surface.

The winter issue of ASA’s quarterly magazine, American Soybean, 
was devoted to the farm bill and featured a clock on the cover, signi-
fying the pressing farm bill reauthorization process and connecting 
each of the 12 hours of the clock’s face with one of the 12 farm bill 
titles. There is not one that does not affect soy in some way. From 
the farm safety net to conservation; spanning trade, energy and ru-
ral development; to the research and nutrition titles, soy has both 
great needs — and great opportunities.

Protecting crop insurance and improving the Title I farm safety 
net are certainly big needs — and both are major concerns per our 
grower survey and almost every conversation with a soy farmer this 
past year and a half. Crop insurance is, we would venture to say, 
the most effective and important component of the farm safety net 
for soybean farmers. It helps our growers manage risk and secure 
operating credit from their lenders each year. We certainly want this 
critical legislation package to uphold and protect it.

Crop insurance allows farmers to mitigate risks while their beans 
are in the ground; Title I enables a necessary layer of protection 
thereafter. If any crop can understand the significance of this need, 
it is soy. During the 2018 trade war with China, soybean shipments 
to that country — our No. 1 export market — came to an abrupt halt. 
Prices plummeted. And, yet, the safety net in the 2018 Farm Bill 
was not triggered: Imagine the Grinch sneaking down your chim-

By Wendy Brannen, ASA Senior Director of Marketing and Communications

It May Only 
Be June, but 
ASA Aims to 
Keep Grinch 
at Bay in 
2023 
Farm Bill
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ney and slinking off with everything from the “Roast Beast” 
down to the last can of “Who Hash” — but your burglar alarm 
never sounds. During this time when demand had dropped 
30%, we appreciated that the administration stepped in with 
ad hoc, temporary support for farmers through its Market Fa-
cilitation Program, or MFP, payments. Yet the silence of that 
Title I “alarm” was astounding. We simply must have signif-
icant improvements to the current reference price and pro-
gram elements of Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price 
Loss Coverage (PLC).

We are also asking for a fix to the current disparity in recent 
soybean planted acres compared to base acres, on which ARC 
and PLC benefits are provided. In 2022, soybeans were plant-
ed nationally on 87.5 million acres. By comparison, soybean 
base totals 53.2 million acres. More than 30 million acres of 
soybeans were not protected by the soybean provisions of 
ARC and PLC in 2022. An option for farmers to voluntarily 
update program acres based on a more recent historical time-
frame would provide soybean farmers — including beginning 
farmers — greater access to the soybean safety net.

For these great needs to be met, additional funding is re-
quired, and we are aware of the budget challenges this entails. 
We are doing our best, along with other ag groups, to keep 
communications open with those congressional committees 
— including the budget committee — that may be able to find 

viable solutions. And, our leaders’ testimony before Congress 
this past month has included your personal stories of why 
these needs matter on your farms.

Not all is grim; we must remember that, though it is a daunt-
ing process with heavy consequence, the original intent of this 
farm bill “omnibus,” dating all the way back to the 1930s, was 
and is to consider agriculture’s needs. And there are signifi-
cant opportunities! In the Nutrition title, we can see support 
of promoting soy as a food ingredient. In the Research title, 
we can see increased investments in research projects that 
enable soy innovations — at a time when soy innovations are 
ripe for the picking. Likewise, the Energy title can provide for 
healthy growth of bioenergy, including biobased fuels and 
biobased products. And, last but certainly not least, the Mar-
ket Access Program (MAP) and Foreign Market Development 
(FMD) program, along with other provisions in the Trade title, 
can support continued successes for soy in new, existing and 
emerging markets.

We are hopeful many of these much-appreciated farm bill 
components — including MAP and FMD — will see a financial 
injection to modernize their great capacity for supporting soy 
in today’s economy. Our future, is not trite to say, depends on 
agriculture, so it is critical that Congress, in determining the 
bill that will in many ways be our guidepost for the next five 
years, gets it right. 
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